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ABSTRACT

Fiki Qurrotu A’yun. (2023). Gratitude Messages in Maher Zain Album A Semiotic
Analysis. Thesis. Department of English Language Education, Faculty of
Tarbiyah, State Islamic Institute (IAIN) of Kediri. Advisor: (I) Dra. Nurul
‘Ain, M.Pd. (II) Ria Fakhrurriana, M.Pd.

Keywords: Gratitude, Maher Zain, Semiotic, Denotation, Connotation, Myth

This day, in an era when a lot of things have changed, it seems that there are
many people around us, or even ourselves, who are unable to be grateful for God’s
blessing. When the favor does not meet their expectation, they grumble, complain,
and even blame God for their dissatisfaction. Whereas, gratitude is a commendable
behavior that can distribute positive energy. People who are always grateful will
have optimistic vibes. They will have a good life because they can have enough for
every favor, whether it is a little or a lot. This shows how important gratitude is in
our life. Because having enough for everything brings us to peacefulness, easy to
appreciate and be grateful.

This study aims to analyze messages of gratitude in Maher Zain’s album
entitled “Forgive Me”. Maher Zain is an Islamic singer, lyricist, and musician, who
has written many Islamic songs containing positive and religious messages. His
songs are listened to and loved by a lot of people around the world. In this album,
the lyricists wrote the song lyrics in which there are different stories that we can
learn about gratitude, about how to be grateful in any situation, about anything
should be grateful for, and why we should be.

This study used a qualitative descriptive method. The writer as the main
research instrument had a role to collect and analyze the data. The data were
analyzed using Roland Barthes’ semiotic theory. This analysis is based on a system
of denotative, connotative, and mythic meanings that lead to cultural and emotional
meanings. The messages of gratitude in this study are based on three concepts,
namely: gratitude with the heart, expressing gratitude verbally, and gratitude with
action.

In this album, there are found words, sentences, verses, or stanzas that contain
gratitude messages. The messages of gratitude delivered in this album have includes
three concepts of gratitude. There are many things to be grateful for in this aloum,
namely: being grateful for all of God’s gifts, being grateful for having the precious
love of God, being grateful for all the blessings bestowed after the calamities and
difficulties experienced, being grateful for His help, and being grateful for His
guidance and compassion.
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