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MOTTO 

 

“If something‟s important enough, you should try. Even if the probable outcome is 

failure.” – Elon Musk 
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ABSTRACT 

 

Rizka, Alvira Avia. 2023. An Analysis of English as Foreign Language (EFL) Teachers’ 

Strategies in Teaching Writing Descriptive Text. Thesis, Tarbiyah, English 

Language Education, Advisor (I) Ima Fitriyah, M.Pd.I., (II) Muhammad Afifi, 

S.Hum., M.Pd. 

Key Words: Senior High School, Teachers‟ Strategies, Writing Descriptive Text 

The role of writing skills is important for EFL (English as Foreign Language) 

students to support the learning process. EFL students can develop words into 

productive sentences. EFL students can do writing exercises by integrating their main 

ideas into writing to become coherent paragraphs. Based on the observations, the 

researcher found the EFL teachers' strategies in teaching descriptive related to the 

Spencer theories (2005). The objective of the research is to find out the EFL teachers' 

strategies in teaching writing descriptive text.  

The design of this research was descriptive qualitative. To find out the EFL 

teachers' strategies in teaching writing descriptive text. The subjects of this study are the 

three EFL teachers who teach in eleventh grade in MAN 1 Kota Kediri, SMA Negeri 6 

Kediri, and SMA Negeri 1 Ngadiluwih. The researcher used three instruments namely, 

observation, interview, and documentation to collect the data.  

The strategy applied by the three teachers who participated in this study showed 

that all teachers mostly had implemented Spencer's strategy. Although the three teachers 

in this study used Spencer's theory, they had different steps for each strategy. In this 

case, from the three teachers it can be seen that teachers have experience in English 

environment can be proven by duration of teaching. Teacher 1 who had 19 years of 

experience in teaching, Teacher 2 who had 23 years of experience in teaching, and 

Teacher 3 who had 27 years of experience in teaching. The implication of this research 

is the teachers can implement teaching strategies using Spencer's theory by adding and 

replacing strategy based on the needs of learning process. 

 

 

 

  



 
 

viii 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

 

DECLARATION OF AUTHENTICITY .......................................................................... i 

APPROVAL PAGE .......................................................................................................... ii 

RATIFICATION SHEET ................................................................................................ iii 

MOTTO ........................................................................................................................... iv 

DEDICATIONS ............................................................................................................... v 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS ............................................................................................ vi 

ABSTRACT ................................................................................................................... vii 

TABLE OF CONTENTS .............................................................................................. viii 

LIST OF TABLES ........................................................................................................... x 

LIST OF PICTURES ....................................................................................................... xi 

LIST OF APPENDICES ................................................................................................ xii 

CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION ...................................................................................... 1 

A. Background of Study ............................................................................................. 1 

B. Research Question ................................................................................................. 6 

C. Objectives of Study ............................................................................................... 6 

D. Scope and Limitation of Study .............................................................................. 6 

E. Significance of Study ............................................................................................ 6 

F. Definition of Key Terms........................................................................................ 7 

CHAPTER II LITERATURE REVIEW .......................................................................... 9 

A. Teaching Writing in EFL Classroom .................................................................... 9 

B. Descriptive Text .................................................................................................. 13 

C. Strategies in Teaching Writing Descriptive Text ................................................ 14 

D. Difficulties of Teaching Writing Descriptive Text.............................................. 18 

E. Previous Studies .................................................................................................. 19 



 
 

ix 

 

CHAPTER III RESEARCH METHOD ......................................................................... 22 

A. Research Design .................................................................................................. 22 

B. Context of The Research ..................................................................................... 22 

C. Research Instrument ............................................................................................ 25 

D. Data Collection .................................................................................................... 25 

E. Data Analysis ....................................................................................................... 27 

F. Triangulation ....................................................................................................... 28 

CHAPTER IV FINGDINGS AND DISCUSSION ........................................................ 29 

A. The Results of Observations with 3 Teachers ..................................................... 29 

B. Teacher 1 Strategies in Teaching Writing Descriptive Text ............................... 32 

C. Teacher 2 Strategies in Teaching Writing Descriptive Text ............................... 48 

D. Teacher 3 Strategies in Teaching Writing Descriptive Text ............................... 65 

E. The Summary of Teachers‟ Strategies in Teaching Writing Descriptive Text 

Based on Spencer Theories ......................................................................................... 78 

F. Discussion ............................................................................................................ 79 

CHAPTER V CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION.................................................... 87 

A. Conclusion ........................................................................................................... 87 

B. Suggestion ........................................................................................................... 88 

REFERENCES ............................................................................................................... 90 

APPENDICES ................................................................................................................ 94 

 

 

  



 
 

x 

 

LIST OF TABLES 

 

Table 2 1. Strategies in Teaching Writing Descriptive Text .......................................... 16 

Table 3 1. Demographic Information Of The Participants……………………………..23 

Table 3 2. The List of Teacher Interview Questions ...................................................... 25 

Table 4.  1. Observation with the Teachers………...…………………………………..29 

Table 4.  2. Observation and Interview with Teacher 1 ................................................. 45 

Table 4.  3. Observation and Interview with Teacher 2 ................................................. 61 

Table 4.  4. Observation and Interview with Teacher 3 ................................................. 75 

 

  



 
 

xi 

 

LIST OF PICTURES 

 

Picture 4. 1. Students Discussion with Their Partner ..................................................... 35 

Picture 4. 2. Process Discussion with Group to Make Mind-mapping........................... 36 

Picture 4. 3. Teacher 1 Giving Instructions in Front of the Class .................................. 38 

Picture 4. 4. Giving Figurative Language to Students .................................................... 39 

Picture 4. 5. Students Looking for the Words in Digital Dictionary .............................. 41 

Picture 4. 6. Students Revise Their Task ........................................................................ 42 

Picture 4. 7. Students Presentation in Front of Class ..................................................... 44 

Picture 4. 8. Teacher 1 Gave Direct Score ..................................................................... 44 

Picture 4. 9. One Paragraph as a Stimulant .................................................................... 50 

Picture 4. 10. Teacher Asked Students to Make Mind Mapping .................................... 51 

Picture 4. 11. Teacher 2 Gave a Breakthrough for Students .......................................... 53 

Picture 4. 12. Teacher 2 Applied Figurative Language for Students ............................. 55 

Picture 4. 13. Teacher 2 Added Guided Sessions .......................................................... 57 

Picture 4. 14. Students Self-revision .............................................................................. 58 

Picture 4. 15. After Students Submit the Task ............................................................... 60 

Picture 4. 16. Teacher 3 Gave Students HVS Paper ...................................................... 66 

Picture 4. 17. Students Write Main Ideas about previous material on the White board. 68 

Picture 4. 18. Teacher 3 Re-explained in Detail when Students doing Writing 

Descriptive Text in Group .............................................................................................. 69 

Picture 4. 19. Teacher 3 Gave Example Sentences by Using Figurative Language ...... 71 

Picture 4. 20. Students were Looking for the Vivid Words in the Digital Dictionary in 

Group .............................................................................................................................. 72 

Picture 4. 21. Teacher 3 and Student Revise the Task Together .................................... 73 

Picture 4. 22. Representative from the Group Presenting the Result of the Discussion on 

the whiteboard ................................................................................................................ 74 

  



 
 

xii 

 

LIST OF APPENDICES 

 

Appendix 1. Research Permit Letter at MAN 1 Kota Kediri ......................................... 95 

Appendix 2. Research Permit Letter at SMAN 6 Kota Kediri ....................................... 96 

Appendix 3. Research Permit Letter at SMAN 1 Ngadiluwih ....................................... 97 

Appendix 4. Research Permit Response Letter at SMAN 6 Kota Kediri ....................... 98 

Appendix 5. Observation Instrument Teacher 1 ............................................................ 99 

Appendix 6. Observation Instrument Teacher 2 .......................................................... 105 

Appendix 7. Observation Instrument Teacher 3 .......................................................... 111 

Appendix 8. Interview Instrument ................................................................................ 117 

Appendix 9. Interview Transcript Teacher 1................................................................ 118 

Appendix 10. Interview Transcript Teacher 2 ............................................................. 121 

Appendix 11. Interview Transcript Teacher 3 ............................................................. 124 

Appendix 12. Documentation ....................................................................................... 126 

Appendix 13. Nota Pembimbing 1 ............................................................................... 129 

Appendix 14.  Nota Dosen Pembimbing 2 ................................................................... 130 

Appendix 15. Biography .............................................................................................. 131 

 

  


