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MOTTO 

 

 

 

 تعَْمَلوُنََّ كُنتُُْ عََ ا وَلتَسُْـَٔلنُ َّ

“And you will surely be questioned about what you used 

to do.” 

(Qur’an Surah An-Nahl : 93) 

 

 

“Be kind, work hard, stay humble, smile often, 

Stay loyal, be honest, travel when possible, 

Never stop learning, 

Love always.” 
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ABSTRACT 

Zamania, Narulyta, 2022. Analysis of Politeness Used by The Main Character in OKA 

RUSMINI’s Novel ‘TARIAN BUMI’.Thesis, Tarbiyah, English Department, State 

Islamic Institute of Kediri, Advisors: (1) Drs. Agus Edi Winarto. M. Pd. (2) Dr. 

Toyyibah, SS, M. Pd. 

Keywords: Politeness, Politeness Strategy, Novel, Oka Rusmini, Tarian Bumi, Earth Dance. 

Politeness is an important act to build a connection between human beings. In some 

social culture, politeness is used as a differentiator between the higher and lower social 

status. Earth Dance novel by Oka Rusmini is about a story of a Balinese women 

from four generation that narrated by the main character, Ida Ayu Telaga. Ida Ayu 

Telaga was born from a noble family then married a commoner male character and 

she did a ritual to continued her life as a commoner. The researcher wants to explore 

the types of politeness strategy of the main character towards the male characters 

from the higher status to a commoner one and identify the factors that affect the 

main character’s politeness towards male characters. 

Research design of this study is a qualitative descriptive research method 

design. The data of the research was collected by selecting main character’s 

utterances that consist of the use of politeness strategies. The theory used by the 

researcher is Brown and Levinson’s politeness theory. The researcher uses the 

theory to explore the types of politeness of the main character. After the data were 

collected, the researcher began to identify the main character’s utterances towards 

the male characters to find the factors that affecting the main character’s politeness. 

Then, the researcher explained the main character’s politeness and the factors 

affecting the use of politeness. 

The result of the study is that the most used politeness strategy by the main 

character is positive politeness strategy. There are 16 utterances of positive 

politeness by the main character. The second politeness type most used by the main 

character is negative strategy, there are 14 utterances in total. The third most used 

politeness type is bald on record strategy, the total of the utterances are 13 

utterances. The least politeness strategy type that the main character used is bald 

off record strategy, there are only 2 utterances categorized as bald off record 

strategy. The factors that mostly affect the politeness choice of the main character 

is slang and solidarity. The researcher hopes that readers and learners can improve 

their politeness by reading and learn politeness theory. 
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