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ABSTRACT 

 

 Hardy, Doralina, Syauqina. 2022. Error Analysis on College Students’ Essay 

Writing. Thesis, Departement of English Language  Education , Faculty of 

Tarbiyah, State Islamic Institute (IAIN) of Kediri. Advisor: (1) Drs. Sri  

Wahyuni, M. Pd., (II)Anisa Aulia Saharani, M.Pd 

 

Keywords : writing, argumentative essay, errors, error analysis. 

 Writing is an activity of making a text that deals with how people use 

language to communicate in writing. Indonesian students have problem when writing 

because writing is not first language.  Determining the origins of faults in their 

writing. The researcher decided to do research on the common errors students made 

through writing argumentative essays. It will be easier to use error analysis. The 

objectives of this study are to describe the types of error, to find out the most 

dominant types of error, and to identify the possible causes of error that are made by 

third semester students in essay writing. 

 

 The design of the study is descriptive qualitative error analysis. The data of 

this study were thirty argumentative essays from a class of third semester in 

University of Kediri written by students. The data was obtained through the subject's 

lecturer through Google Drive. Then identifying error, classifying errors, calculating 

errors, and explaining errors. It is analyzed by using Keshavarz’s theory.  There are 

nine types of errors are made by students, such as error of article, error of preposition, 

error of agreement, error of gerund,  error of to infinitive, error of modal, error of 

passive and active voice, error of tenses, and error of word order. 

 

The researcher found out 266 errors that are made by third semester students 

in argumentative essay writing of IAIN Kediri. The errors were divided to be 71 

errors (26.7%) of agreement, 57 errors (21.4%) of word order, 48 errors (18.1%) of 

article, 36 errors (13,5%) of preposition, 21 error (7.9%) of tenses, 13 errors (4.9%) 

of to infinitive, 11 errors (4.1%) of gerund, 6 errors  (2.3%) of modal is, and 3 errors 

(1.1%) of passive and active voice and it was also found that the cause of 

grammatical errors in the argumentative essays written by the third semester students 

of the English Department in University of Kediri, and the possible causes of errors 

made by students are first language, and overgeneralization. Based on the research, it 

can be concluded that the most dominant errors made by students is agreement, and 

the least errors made by students is active and passive voice. 

 

 

 



xii 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

COVER .................................................................. Error! Bookmark not defined. 

DECLARATION OF AUTHENTICITY ............................................................... ii 

APPROVAL PAGE ............................................................................................... iii 

RATIFICATION ................................................................................................. iviii 

NOTA PEMBIMBING ............................................................................................ v 

NOTA KONSULTAN ........................................................................................... vi 

MOTTO ................................................................................................................ vii 

DEDICATION ..................................................................................................... viii 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS ................................................................................... ix 

ABSTRACT ........................................................................................................... xi 

TABLE OF CONTENTS ...................................................................................... xii 

LIST OF TABLE ................................................................................................. xiv 

LIST OF DIAGRAM ............................................................................................. xv 

LIST OF APPENDICES ....................................................................................... ivi 

LEMBAR PERNYATAAN PERSETUJUAN PUBLIKASI.............................. ivii 

CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION .............................................................................. 1 

A. Background of The Study ......................................................................... 1 

B. Research Problems .................................................................................... 6 

C. Objectives of The Study ............................................................................ 7 

D. The Significance of The Study .................................................................. 7 

E. Scope and Limitation ................................................................................ 7 

F.    Definition of Key Terms ........................................................................... 8 

CHAPTER II  REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE ..................................... 10 

A. Writing .................................................................................................... 10 

1) Definition of Writing ........................................................................... 10 

2) The Importance of Writing .................................................................. 12 

3) Writing Process .................................................................................... 14 

4) Characteristic of Effective Writing ...................................................... 15 

B. Error Analysis ......................................................................................... 16 

1. Definition of Error ............................................................................... 16 



xiii 

 

2. Definition of Error Analysis ................................................................ 17 

3. The Differences between Error and Mistake ....................................... 18 

4. Classification of Error.......................................................................... 18 

5. The Possible Causes of The Errors ...................................................... 22 

C. Argumentative Essay ............................. 2Error! Bookmark not defined. 

1. Definition of Argumentative Essay ............................................................ 24 

2. Components of Argumentative Essay ........................................................ 25 

3. Generic structure of Argumentative Essay ................................................. 26 

4. Language feature of Argumentative Essay ................................................. 26 

D. Previous Study ......................................................................................... 28 

CHAPTER III  RESEARCH METHOD ............................................................... 29 

A. Research Method ..................................................................................... 29 

B. Research Subject ..................................................................................... 29 

C. Research Instrument ................................................................................ 30 

D. Data Collection ........................................................................................ 31 

E. Data Analysis .......................................................................................... 32 

F. Triangulation ............................................. 3Error! Bookmark not defined. 

CHAPTER IV  RESEARCH FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION ........................... 35 

A. Research Finding ..................................................................................... 35 

B. Discussion ............................................................................................... 45 

CHAPTER V CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION ........................................... 48 

A. Conclusion ............................................................................................... 48 

B. Suggestion ............................................................................................... 49 

REFERENCES ..................................................................................................... 51 

APPENDICES ...................................................................................................... 53 

 

 

 

 

 

 



xiv 

 

LIST OF TABLE 

 

4.1 Types of Error .................................................................................................. 35 

4.2 The Frequency of Error .................................................................................... 41 

 

  



xv 

 

LIST OF DIAGRAM 

 

4.3 Percentage of error ........................................................................................... 42 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



xvi 

 

LIST OF APPENDICES 

 

Appendix 1 Identification Error ............................................................................ 55 

Appendix 2 The Recapitulation of Error ............................................................... 90 

Appendix 3 Documentation .................................................................................. 91 

Appendix 4 Permission Research.......................................................................... 93 

Appendix 5 Validation Letter................................................................................94 

Appendix 6 Kartu Bimbingan Pembimbing 1 ....................................................... 95 

Appendix 7 Kartu Bimbingan Pembimbing 2 ....................................................... 97 

Appendix 8 Curriculum Vitae ............................................................................... 99 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



xvii 

 

 


