
THE APPLICATION OF DIRECT READING THINKING ACTIVITY 

(DRTA) STRATEGY USING PICTURE AND  SHORT STORY TO 

IMPROVE  THE READING COMPREHENSION OF VIII GRADE  

STUDENTS OF SMP NEGERI 2 LAREN  

 

THESIS 

Presented to 

State Islamic Institute of Kediri 

 

In Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements  

 for the Degree of Sarjana in English Language Education 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By: 

 

 WILDAN NAFIS DZUL ABSHOR 

9322.141.18 

 

DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE EDUCATION 

FACULTY OF TARBIYAH 

STATE ISLAMIC INSTITUTE(IAIN) OF KEDIRI 

2022 

 

 



ii 

 

DECLARATION OF AUTHENTICITY 

 

Name    : WILDAN NAFIS DZUL ABSHOR 

Students’ ID Number : 932214118 

Study Program  : TADRIS BAHASA INGGRIS 

Department   : TARBIYAH 

Title of thesis   : The Application of Direct Reading Thinking Activity  

(DRTA) Strategy Using Picture And Short Story to 

Improve The Reading Comprehension of VIII Grade 

Students of SMP 2 NEGERI LAREN 

  

I hereby declare that the thesis and the work presented in it are my own 

and it has been generated by me as the result of my own original research. It does 

not incorporate any materials previously written or published by another person 

except those indicated in quotations and references. No portion of this work has 

been submitted in support of an application for another degree or qualification of 

this or any other university or institution of higher education. Due to this fact, I 

am the only person responsible for the thesis if there is any objection or claim 

from others. 

This thesis is to fulfill the requirements for the degree of Sarjana (S1) in 

English study program, State Islamic Institute (IAIN) Kediri. 

 

 

 

 

Kediri, 20th
 June 2022 

The researcher 

 

 

Wildan Nafis Dzul Abhsor 

                 NIM.932214118 

 

 

 



iii 

 

APPROVAL PAGE 

 

The is to certify the Sarjana’s Thesis of   

Wildan Nafis Dzul Abshor has been approved by the thesis 

 advisor for the further approval by the board examiners 

 

 

THE APPLICATION OF DIRECT READING THINKING ACTIVITY 

(DRTA) STRATEGY USING PICTURE AND SHORT STORY TO 

IMPROVE THE READING COMPREHENSION OF VIII GRADE 

STUDENTS OF SMP 2 NEGERI LAREN  

 

 

 

 

WILDAN NAFIS DZUL ABSHOR 

NIM: 932214118 

 

 

 

Approved by : 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

Muhammad Afifi, S.Hum., M.Pd. 

NIDN.2027038401 

 

Dr. Mukhammad Abdullah, M.Ag. 

NIP. 196604051992031002 

Advisor I, Advisor II, 



iv 

 

RATIFICATION SHEET 

THE APPLICATION OF DIRECT READING THINKING ACTIVITY 

(DRTA) STRATEGY USING PICTURE AND SHORT STORY TO 

IMPROVE READING COMPREHENSION OF VIII GRADE STUDENTS 

OF SMP 2 NEGERI LAREN   

WILDAN NAFIS DZUL ABSHOR 

932214118 

Has been examined by the Board of Examiners of State Islamic Institute of Kediri 

on 12th
 July 2022 

 

1. Main Examiner 

 

Dr. Ary Setya Budi Ningrum, M.Pd. (…………………………) 

NIP. 198204302008012011 

 

2. Examiner I 

 

Dr. Mukhammad Abdullah, M.Ag.  (…………………………) 

NIP. 196604051992031002 

 

3. Examiner II 

 

Muhammad Afifi, S.Hum.,M.Pd.  (…………………………) 

NIDN. 2027038401 

 

 

 

 

Kediri, 12th
 July 2022 

Acknowledged by 

 Dean of Faculty of Tarbiyah 

State Islamic Institute (IAIN) of Kediri 

 

 

 

Prof. Dr. Hj Munifah, M.Pd. 

      NIP. 197004121994032006  



v 

 

 

NOTA KONSULTAN 

Kediri, 20 Juni 2022 

Nomor  : 

Lampiran : 4 (empat) 

Hal  : Bimbingan Skripsi 

Kepada 

Rektor Institut Agama Islam Negeri (IAIN) Kediri 

Jl. Sunan Ampel no. 07 Ngronggo Kediri 

 

Assalamualaikum Wr.Wb 

 

Memenuhi permintaan Bapak Rektor untuk membimbing penyusunan 

skripsi mahasiswa tesebut di bawah ini: 

 

Nama : Wildan Nafis Dzul Abshor 

NIM : 932214118 

Judul : The Application Of Direct Reading Thinking Activity (DRTA) 

Strategy Using Picture and Short story to Improve The Reading 

Comprehension of  VIII Grade Students of SMP 2 NEGERI LAREN. 

Setelah memperbaiki materi dan susunannya, kami berpendapat bahwa 

skripsinya telah memenuhi syarat sebagai kelengkapa ujian akhir Sarjana Strata 

Satu (S-1). 

Bersama ini terlampir satu berkas naskah skripsinya, dengan harapan 

dalam waktu yang telah ditentukan dapat diajukan dalam siding munaqosah.  

Demikian agar maklum dan atas kesediaan Bapak, kami ucapkan banyak 

terimakasih. 

 

Wassalamualaikum Wr.Wb 

 

 

 

 

Advisor I, Advisor II, 

Dr. Mukhammad Abdullah, M.Ag. 

NIP. 196604051992031002 

Muhammad Afifi, S.Hum.,M.Pd. 

NIDN.2027038401 

 



vi 

 

NOTA PEMBIMBING 

Kediri,12 Juni 2022 

Nomor  : 

Lampiran : 4 (empat) berkas 

Hal  : Bimbingan Skripsi 

Kepada 

Yth. Dekan Fakultas Tarbiyah  

Institut Agama Islam Negeri (IAIN) Kediri 

Di Jl. Sunan Ampel No. 07 Ngronggo Kediri 

 

Assalamualaikum Wr. Wb 

 

Memenuhi permintaan untuk membimbing penyusunan skripsi mahasiswa 

tersebut dibawah ini: 

Nama : Wildan Nafis Dzul Abshor 

NIM : 932214118 

Judul : The Application Of Direct Reading Thinking Activity (Drta) Strategy      

   Using Picture and Short story to Improve The Reading     

   Comprehension of VIII Grade Students of SMP 2 NEGERI   

   LAREN. 

Setelah diperbaiki materi dan susunannya, sesuai dengan beberapa 

petunjuk dan tuntunan yang diberikan dalam sidang Munaqosah yang 

dilaksanakan pada tanggal 12 Juli 2022, kami berpendapat bahwa skripsinya telah 

memenuhi syarat untuk disahkan sebagai kelengkapan syarat memperoleh gelar 

Sarjana Strata Satu (S-1) Fakultas Tarbiyah dan Ilmu Keguruan Jurusan 

Pendidkan Bahasa Inggris. 

Demikian agar maklum dan atas kesediaan Bapak, kami ucapkan banyak terima 

kasih. 

 

Wassalamu’alaikum Wr. Wb. 

 

 

 

Advisor I, 
Advisor II, 

Dr. Mukhammad Abdullah, M.Ag. 

NIP. 196604051992031002 

Muhammad Afifi, S.Hum.,M.Pd. 

NIDN.2027038401 

 



vii 

 

 MOTTO  

 

  خَيْرُ الناسِ أنَفعَهُُم لِلنَّاسِ 

(khoirun naasi anfa'uhum linnaasi).  

 

"Sebaik-baik manusia adalah yang paling bermanfaat bagi 

manusia lain"  

“The best of humans are those who are most benefical to other” 

(Hadits Riwayat ath-Thabrani, Al-Mu’jam al-Ausath, juz VII, hal. 58, dari Jabir bin 

Abdullah r.a.. Dishahihkan Muhammad Nashiruddin al-Albani dalam kitab: As-Silsilah 

Ash-Shahîhah) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



viii 

 

 

DEDICATION 

 

This graduation paper is whole heartedly dedicated to: 

 Allah SWT the almighty God for everything to me 

 My sincerely advisors, Dr. Mukhammad Abdullah, M.Ag And 

Muhammad Afifi, S.Hum., M.Pd. I say thank you very much for all your 

patient, great suggestion and guidance to lead my thesis better. 

 My beloved father Alm bapak M Na’im and my mother Supinah, who are 

always in my heart. Thanks for all support, trust, finance, encouragement 

and pray all the time to me. 

 Everyone who help directly and indirectly during the process and finishing 

to be this thesis. 

 To ghafur's brother who taught me about the thesis until I was able to 

finish this thesis. 

 Someone who is loved most of all, who inspires me and supports me to do 

better (MY HONEY). 

 Close friends who have supported and encouraged me. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ix 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

 
Alhamdulillah, all praises to Allah, because Allah has given guidance and 

blessings for me to finish this thesis. Peace and salutation are always be given to 

the last Prophet Muhammad Saw. 

Subsequently, I express my great appreciation and thank you for those 

who have big contributions in helping me to finish this thesis. Therefore, the 

writer would like to express this appreciation and sincerest gratitude to: 

1. Dr. H. Wahidul Anam, M.Ag as the Rector of State Islamic Institute 

(IAIN) of Kediri. 

2. Prof. Dr. Hj. Munifah, M.Pd as the Dean of Faculty of Tarbiyah of State 

Islamic Institute (IAIN) of Kediri. 

3. Dr. Mukhammad Abdullah, M.Ag And Muhammad Afifi, S.Hum., M.Pd. 

as myrespected advisors who always gave me guidance, help, contructive, 

and suggestion in writing my thesis. 

4. Nur Afifi, M.App.Ling, Ph. D. as head of English Departement  

5. All of my lecturers in IAIN Kediri. 

6. Sukiman, S.Pd., MM.as the headmaster of SMP N 2 Laren. 

7.  Yunita Rahmawati, S.Pd.as the English teacher of SMP N 2 Laren. 

8. All staffs in major office, academic office, SLC, and library of IAIN 

Kediri who helped and gave me facilities in the process of finishing my 

thesis. 

Finally, I hope this thesis will give advantages and great contributions to the 

readers. 

 

Kediri,20th Juni, 2022 

 

The writer 

 

 



x 

 

ABSTRACT 

Abshor,wildan nafis dzul.2022.The Application of Direct Reading Thinking 

Activity (DRTA)Strategy using picture and Short Story to Improve The Reading 

Comprehension of VIII Grade Students of SMPN 2 Laren.. Department of English 

Language Education, Faculty of Tarbiyah State Islamic Institute (IAIN) of Kediri, 

Advisor: (1) Dr. Mukhammad Abdullah, M.Ag And (2) Muhammad Afifi, 

S.Hum., M.Pd.  

Keywords: Reading comprehension, DRTA (Direct Reading Thinking Activity), 

using picture and Short story. 

 

Reading is an important ability for students to succeed in their learning 

process. The teachers have to provide the students with an effective and  

nteresting strategy in teaching reading comprehension. DRTA (direct reading 

thingking activity) is a strategy introduced and developed by to Russel G. 

Stauffer's. DRTA (direct reading thingking activity) is a statistic used by teachers 

to make students more active and responsible in the learning process with more 

interesting and challenging techniques. The objectives of this research is to find 

out the improvement in students learning outcomes by applying DRTA strategy 

using  picture and Short story on students reading comprehension in narrative text. 

The design of this research is Classroom action research and was conducted in 

two cycles that each cycle consisted of four steps: plan, action, observation, and 

reflection. 

The research was conducted at SMPN 2 LAREN in March 2022 until 

April 2022. The subjects of this research were the eight grade students at class 

VIII A and VIII B that consist of 45 students. The data was collected by using test 

and observation. These data was analyzed using the students’ mean score, the 

percentage of observation sheet, and the percentage of the total students’ who can 

pass the test to see the improvement pre-cycle test and cycle-test and to get a 

conclusion as the result of this research. The researcher makes an agreement that 

students’ achievement improves if at least there are 80% of the students who get 

score at least 75 and the average score is at least 75.  

The research finding shows that, there were 9 students (36%) class VIII A 

and that were 11 students (55%) VIII B who got a score of at least above 75. Also 

the mean score of the students in the pre-test was 68,6 Class A and 73 Class B. In 

cycle I, there were 24 students (48%) Class A and (80%) Class B got a success, 

the mean score of the students in cycle 1 were 73,6 Class A and 79 Class B so the 

percentage of observation sheet was 53.84% class A and 69,23% Class B. 

According to the result of cycle I, it still needed to be improved in cycle II. 

Meanwhile in cycle II, there were 45 students Class A and B, (64%) Class A and 

(85) Class B got a success, the mean score of the students in cycle II was 75,6  

Class A and 83,75 Class B so the percentage of observation sheet was 100%. The 

result in cycle II has fulfilled the criteria of success. The researcher can conclude 

that the implementation of DRTA strategy  Using picture and Short story in 

teaching reading can improve the students’ reading comprehension in class VIII A 

and VIII B of SMPN 2 Laren. 
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