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ABSTRACT 

 

Fardah, Inayatul. 2022. Students’ Challenges in Speaking at 10
th 

Grade Students 

of SMAN 1 Plemahan. Thesis, Department of English Language 

Education, Faculty of Tarbiyah, State Islamic Institute (IAIN) of Kediri. 

Advisor: (1) Erna Nurkholida, M.Pd. (II) Annisa Aulia Saharani, M. Pd. 

 

Keywords: Students’ Challenges, Solutions, Speaking English 

Speaking is one of the four most important and difficult skills to master. 

Speaking is a productive and helpful oral skill as a speaking skill, can learn to 

communicate with other people. Speaking skills can also be used as a measuring 

tool to determine students' abilities and weaknesses in speaking English. 

This research was conducted to find out the challenges faced by 10th 

graders at SMAN 1 Plemahan in speaking English, and the solutions that can help 

overcome students' challenges. This research is descriptive qualitative. Data were 

taken from questionnaires and interviews, which were then analyzed 

descriptively. Questionnaires were distributed to 65 students and English teachers, 

while interviews were conducted with 10 students and English teachers. 

Researchers collected student questionnaire data online via google form, while 

teacher questionnaires, student interviews, and teacher interviews were conducted 

directly in schools. 

The results of this study indicated that there are two categories of students' 

speaking challenges; psychological challenges, and linguistic challenges. The 

psychological challenges experienced by most students were students' anxiety and 

confidence when speaking English in front of the class, and the lowest challenge 

was the students‟ motivation. For linguistic challenges; lack of vocabulary 

mastery, fluency, understanding of grammar, and pronunciation. Most students 

experience all the linguistic challenges but the most frequently experienced by 

students is the fluency in speaking English. The possible solutions which teacher 

given in overcoming the students‟ challenges are create an interesting and 

confortable learning atmosphere, ask students to memorize dialogues or texts, 

providing good pronunciation, ask students to memorize tenses, and also provide 

example sentence related to daily activities or habits.   
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