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ABSTRACT

SIAM, BINTI ROIFATUS, 2022, “Challenges and Strategies on Teaching
Narrative Reading through Blended Learning in MTs Darul Hikmah
Jabon Nganjuk”, Department of English Language Education, School of
Graduate Program, State Islamic Institute of Kediri, Advisors: 1. Dr.
Toyyibah, SS. M.Pd. 2. Nur Afifi, M. App. Ling, Ph. D.

Keywords: Blended Learning, Challenges, Strategies, Benefits.

Blended learning is a new method considered more effective in teaching
students during the pandemic than distance learning. Because it combines both
online and offline meetings, this research explores the implementation of blended
learning, the challenges teachers and students face, the strategies teachers use when
teaching with blended learning, and the benefits teachers and students feel with
blended learning at MTs Darul Hikmah Jabon.

The method used is a field research method with a descriptive qualitative
approach. Data collection is done through observation, interviews, questionnaires,
and documentation. The informant determination technique uses snowball
sampling with the principal's research informant, the deputy principal for
academics, two English language teachers who carry out Blended Learning, and
students.

The results showed three stages of Blended Learning Implementation:
planning step by designing program objectives, preparing facilities and
infrastructure, preparing learning schedules, preparing evaluation and socialization
tools. The implementation includes online learning in asynchronously Independent,
face-to-face learning, and there are picket teachers as student learning control. The
learning system evaluation stages include teacher association activities/meetings
held once a month and teacher and parent associations held once a semester.
Teachers and students also face challenges applying blended learning, especially to
reading narrative text. Student challenges such as the lack of vocabulary that
students have, the methods and applications that teachers use when teaching online
have not been maximized, and meetings in the class are hindered by minimal hours.
While the teacher's challenge is the student's low motivation, and the students do
not understand the material. To overcome these challenges, teachers apply several
strategies that are considered effective in helping to improve students' reading
ability to narrative texts, such as bottom-up reading strategies and self-vocabulary
collection. These strategies were applied in the offline class. So that it can provide
benefits for students. The benefits are students feel the rising academic grades. For
teachers to feel freer to convey materials and control students.
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