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ABSTRACT 

Pratiwi, Desti. 2022. “Improving Students’ Vocabulary Mastery by Using 

Crossword Puzzle at SMPN 1 Mojo Kediri”. Thesis, Department of 

English Language Education, Faculty of Tarbiyah, State Islamic 

Institute (IAIN) of Kediri. Advisors: (1) Dr. Sri Wahyuni, M. Pd. (2) 

Erna Nur Kholida, M. Pd. 

Keywords: Vocabulary, Teaching Vocabulary, Crossword Puzzle.  

The importance of vocabulary in the English language cannot be 

overstated. A sufficient vocabulary is required to construct a sentence. As a result, 

the researcher used an approach in the classroom to stimulate students to learn 

language. The purpose of this study is to improve the vocabulary mastery of the 

seventh-grade students at SMPN 1 Mojo Kediri in the academic year 2021/2022 

by using crossword puzzles. 

The design of the research is Classroom Action Research (CAR) and 

was conducted in one cycle that consisted of four steps: planning, implementing, 

observing, and reflecting. The research was conducted at SMPN 1 Mojo Kediri 

that consist of 30 students. The data was collected by using test. These data was 

analysed using percentage of the total of students’ who can pass the test to see the 

improvement of preliminary test and cycle test and to get a conclusion as the 

result of this research. Researchers made an agreement that the student 

achievement increased if they earned a score of at least 75and the average score is 

at least 75. 

The results show that there is an improvement of students vocaulary 

mastery. There are 27 students (90%) from Preliminary tests which are still below 

the score of 75, and only 3 students (10%) who receive at least 75. Meanwhile, in 

cycle tests 1 there are 24 students (80%) which score above 75, and 6 students 

(20%) that scores below 75. Continued with cycle test 2 and a result of 30 

students (100%) managed to score above 75 all. Thus, the use of crossword puzzle 

to improve the vocabulary mastery of seven grade at SMPN 1 Mojo Kediri the 

result was very significant.  



 

 

x 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

COVER PAGE ....................................................................................................................  

DECLARATION OF THE AUTHENTICITY .................................................................. i 

APPROVAL PAGE .......................................................................................................... ii 

RATIFICATION SHEET ................................................................................................ iii            

NOTA KONSULTAN ..................................................................................................... iv 

NOTA PEMBIMBING..................................................................................... ................ v 

MOTTO............................................................................................................................ vi 

DEDICATION SHEET ................................................................................................... vii 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ............................................................................................. viii 

ABSTRACT ..................................................................................................................... ix 

CHAPTER I : INTRODUCTION 

A. Background of the Study ....................................................................................... 1 

B. Statement of the Problem ...................................................................................... 5 

C. The Objective of the Study .................................................................................... 5 

D. Significance of Study ............................................................................................ 5 

E. Limitation of the Study ......................................................................................... 5 

F. Definition of Key Terms ....................................................................................... 6 

CHAPTER II: LITERATURE REVIEW 

A. Definition of Vocabulary....................................................................................... 7 

B. Kinds of Vocabulary ............................................................................................. 8 

C. Teaching Vocabulary .......................................................................................... 10 

D. Technique of Teaching Vocabulary .................................................................... 12 

E. Definition of Crossword Puzzle .......................................................................... 14 

F. The advantages of Crossword Puzzlein Vocabulary ........................................... 15 

G. Previous Study ..................................................................................................... 17 

CHAPTER III: RESEARCH METHOD 

A. The Research Design ........................................................................................... 20 

B. Setting and Subject of the Research .................................................................... 21 

C. Research Procedure ............................................................................................. 22 

D. Data Collecting Technique .................................................................................. 27 

E. Data Analysis ...................................................................................................... 28 

CHAPTER IV: FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

A. Research Findings ............................................................................................... 30 

1. Finding From Preliminary ............................................................................. 30 

2. Finding from Cycle 1 .................................................................................... 32 

3. Finding from Cycle 2 .................................................................................... 35 

B. Discussion ........................................................................................................... 38 

CHAPTER V: CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION  

A. Conclusion ........................................................................................................... 42 

B. Suggestions .......................................................................................................... 43 

REFERENCES ....................................................................................................................         

APPENDICES.....................................................................................................................  

CURRICULUM VITAE ..........................................................................................



 

 

11 

 

 


