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MOTTO

Teachers can play many roles in teaching. Like parents who are called upon to be

many for their children, teachers cannot be satisfied with only one role.

(H. Douglas Brown)
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ABSTRACT

Sari, Tiara Dewi Eka Retna. 2021. Teaching Challenges and Strategies Faced by
Rural Area English Teachers during Covid-19 Pandemic, School of Graduate
Program State Islamic Institute of Kediri. Advisors : (I) Dr. Ary Setya Budhi
Ningrum, M.Pd (II) Nur Afifi, M. App. Ling, Ph. D.

Keywords: Challenge, Pandemic, Rural Area, Strategy.

From 24™ March 2020, the Minister of Education and Culture of Republic of
Indonesia has ordered all education units to run online learning due to the increasing
spread of COVID-19 and maintaining the health of students, teachers, and all
educational staffs. It fully replaces face-to-face learning in classroom setting into
online learning which possibly lasts until the end of semester due to the COVID-19
pandemic. It becomes a new challenge for both students and teachers to run online
learning.

In order to examine the English teachers” challenges and strategies especially the
interaction, the researcher takes data from SMP Negeri | Wonodadi, Blitar. The
instruments used were observation and interview. The interaction or teacher’s role
in interactive teaching categories was taken from H. Douglas Brown. The
researcher observed and interviewed two teachers from SMP Negeri 1 Wonodadi,
Blitar.

The result of this research is the most challenging problems or challenges that the
English teachers face in rural area during teaching in pandemic situation is they
cannot fulfil their role as controller and manager, especially, they cannot control
their students’ conversation. From that issue, teachers still do not find strategies or
problem solving to solve the issues. The most second challenging problem for
English teachers in rural area is their role as director. Teachers cannot keep the
process of learning smoothly and effectively. Teachers also cannot find strategies
for this challenges. Besides, teachers also face several challenges as manager which
they have to make a lesson plan well. It is because they have to adapt with the new
condition, thus they need to rearrange their lesson plan. But, as time goes they are
able to make a lesson plan well during Covid-19 pandemic. After that, teachers
cannot fulfil their role as facilitator since they have been teaching online, but they
use internet sources to support their learning process. In the last challenge as
facilitator, namely as resource, in fact, they are always be ready if their students
come to them to ask questions or when they need help or feel confused with the
lesson, but their students hardly ever come to them.
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