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ABSTRACT 

 

 

RIZKI AMALIA INTIAS, 2020, An Analysis of Higher Order Thinking Skills 

(HOTS) Questions in English National Examination in Junior High School, 

Tadris Bahasa Inggris, Pascasarjana, IAIN Kediri, Dosen Pembimbing: 1. Dr. 

Fathor Rasyid, M.Pd. 2. Dr. Ary Setya Budhi Ningrum, M.Pd. 

 

Keywords: Higher Order Thinking Skill (HOTS), English National Examination. 

 

 

One aim of education for the 21st Century Skills is to develop the 

problem solving, critical thinking and higher order thinking skills. The researcher 

using Bloom’s taxonomy revised to analyze the English National Examination: 

analyze, evaluate, create. The objective of the study are; (1) to know to what 

extent do the questions in English National Examination for Junior High School in 

2013-2019 academic year meet perspective of Higher Order Thinking Skills 

(HOTS), (2) to know the type of thinking skill appeared in English national 

examination items in 2013 – 2019 academic years, and (3) to know the differences 

in the development of HOTS questions on English National Examination items in 

Junior High School level in 2013-2019. 

 

The object of this research is test items of English national examination 

(UNKP) from nine academic years on junior high school. In this study, the 

researcher used content analysis. This present study tried to answer the research 

questions through quantitative approach. We examined one package of each 

English National Examination from 2013 until 2019. There were 350 multiple-

choice items in which each examination contained 50 items. There are two data 

sources in this study. Those two data sources are English National Examination 

Questions and Analysis Card. 

 

The distribution of the higher order thinking skill in the English national 

examination is lower than the distribution of the lower order thinking skill. It is 

evident by the result of the data which shows that the distribution of higher order 

thinking skill in the English national examination from 2013 – 2019 academic 

year obtains only 113 out of 350 questions or 32,28% while the distribution of the 

lower order thinking skill obtains 237 questions out of 350 questions or 67,72%. It 

also shows unbalance number because the total of HOTS questions every year has 

increased and decreased. In 2013 to 2014 the HOTS questions has increased from 

14 items to 16 items, but in 2015 the HOTS questions has descreased to be 13 

items. After that, in 2016-2017 has increased significantly, but in 2018 has 

descreased to be 15 items. In 2019 has increased significantly up to 22 items.  

 

  



 

 

vii 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

 

Praise is to Allah, the merciful, and the compassionate that the writer can 

finish this final project completely entitled “AN ANALYSIS OF HIGHER 

ORDER THINKING SKILL (HOTS) QUESTIONS IN ENGLISH NATIONAL 

EXAMINATION IN JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL. Peaceful for prophet 

Muhammmad SAW who become our best figure of human life. 

The writer realizes that there are many people who are already helped his 

in arranging and writing this thesis directly or indirectly. In this chance, the writer 

would like to express deeper appreciation to: 

1. Dr.  Nur Chamid, M.M. , as the Rector of State Islamic Institute (IAIN) 

Kediri. 

2. Prof. Dr. H. Nur Ahid, M.Ag. ,  as the Directore of Graduate Program. 

3. Dr. Toyyibah, M.Pd. , as Head of English Language Education. 

4. Dr. H. Fathor Rasyid, M.Pd as writer’s advisor I in finishing the thesis who 

always give the researcher some advice  to make this thesis correct and 

better, and Dr. Ary Setya Budhi Ningrum, M. Pd as the advisor II who gives 

suggestion to the researcher in writing this thesis. 

5. All staff in Master Office, Academic Office, SLC, and Library of IAIN 

Kediri who always helps and support the researcher in process of finishing 

this thesis. 

6. My parents, my brother, my husband, and all my family thanks for your 

helping. 



 

 

viii 
 

7. Last but not least, those who cannot be mentioned one by one, who have 

supported the writer to finish this thesis. 

 

Finally, the writer realizes that this report is far from being perfect; 

therefore, the writer will happily accept constructive criticism in order to make it 

better. The writer hopes that this thesis would be helpful and beneficial to 

everyone. Amen 

       Kediri, February 3rd, 2021 

       The Writer, 

 

 

       RIZKI AMALIA INTIAS 

       NIM.926.001.18.019 

 

  



 

 

ix 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

COVER PAGE 

APPROVAL .....................................................................................................  i 

RATIFICATION  .............................................................................................  ii 

DECLARATION OF AUTHORSHIP  ..........................................................  iii 

DEDICATION  .................................................................................................  iv 

MOTTO  ...........................................................................................................  v 

ABSTRACT ......................................................................................................  vi 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT  ..............................................................................  vii 

TABLE OF CONTENTS .................................................................................  ix 

LIST OF APPENDIX  .....................................................................................  xii 

LIST OF TABLES  ..........................................................................................  xiii 

CHAPTER I: INTRODUCTION 

A. Background of Study .............................................................................  1 

B. Research Problems  ................................................................................  10 

C. Objective of the Study  ...........................................................................  11 

D. Significance of the Study  ......................................................................  11 

E. Definition of Key Terms  .......................................................................  12 

F. The Scope and Limitation  .....................................................................  13 

CHAPTER II: REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

A. Review of the Previous Research  ..........................................................  14 

B. Higher Order Thinking Skill (HOTS)  



 

 

x 
 

a. The Understanding of Higher Order Thinking Skill  .......................  18 

b. Higher Order Thinking Skill in Bloom’s Taxonomy  ......................  20 

C. Curriculum  ............................................................................................  24 

D. English National Examination  ..............................................................  26 

CHAPTER III: RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

A. Research Design  ....................................................................................  29 

B. Object of the Study ................................................................................  30 

C. The Data Sources  ..................................................................................  30 

D. Research Instrument  ..............................................................................  31 

E. Data Collection ......................................................................................  32 

F. Data Analysis  ........................................................................................  32 

G. Triangulation  .........................................................................................  33 

CHAPTER IV: RESEARCH FINDING 

A. The Description of the Data  

a. HOTS Questions in English National Examination  ........................  36 

b. The Types of Thinking Skill in English National Examination  ......  45 

c. The Differences of the Development of HOTS Questions on English 

National Examination in 2013-2019  ...............................................  47 

B. The Analysis of the Data  .......................................................................  48 

C. Investigator Results ................................................................................  50 

CHAPTER V: RESEARCH DISCUSSION 

A. The Interpretation of the Data  ...............................................................  54 

B. The Discussion of the Data  ...................................................................  55 



 

 

xi 
 

C. The Researcher Vs Investigator Results’  ..............................................  60 

CHAPTER VI: CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

A. Conclusion .............................................................................................  62 

B. Suggestion  .............................................................................................  64 

REFERENCES  ................................................................................................  65 

APPENDIX  ......................................................................................................  68 

  



 

 

xii 
 

LIST OF APPENDIXES 

 

Appendix 1: English National Examination Question 2013 

Appendix 2: English National Examination Question 2014 

Appendix 3: English National Examination Question 2015 

Appendix 4: English National Examination Question 2016 

Appendix 5: English National Examination Question 2017 

Appendix 6: English National Examination Question 2018 

Appendix 7: English National Examination Question 2019 

Appendix 8: Analysis of English National Examination Question 2013 – 2019 

Appendix 9: Total HOTS 

Appendix 10: The Distribution of the Subskill of Every Level of HOTS 

Appendix 11: Coding Sheet of An Analysis of Higher Order Thinking Skills 

(HOTS) Questions in English National Examination in Junior High School From 

2013-2019 Academic Year By the Investigator 

Appendix 12: The Total of HOTS Questions by the Investigator 

Appendix 13: The Differences Between the Researcher and Investigator 

Appendix 14: The Agreement and Disagreement Between The Researcher and 

Investigator Results 

Appendix 15: The Reliability of the Analysis 

  



 

 

xiii 
 

LIST OF TABLE 

 

Table 2.1 The Types of Cognitive Processes Identified in Bloom’s Taxonomy 

Table 2.2 The differences between Original Taxonomy and Revised Taxonomy 

Table 4.1 The distribution of the total HOTS questions 

Table 4.2 The distribution of the subskill of every level of HOTS 

Table 4.3 The Total of LOTS and HOTS  From 2013-2019 

Table 4.4 The Percentage of the Higher Order Thinking Skill in English National 

Examination 2013 – 2019 

Table 4.5 The Questions List of Analyze Skill 

Table 4.6 The Questions List of Evaluate Skill 

Table 4.7 The Questions List of Create Skill 

Table 4.8 The total HOTS questions 

Table 4.9 The Total of LOTS and HOTS  From 2013-2019 

Table 4.10 The Percentage of the Higher Order Thinking Skill in English National 

Examination 2013 – 2019 


