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ABSTRACT

FAIZAH, ENIS. 2021. An Analysis of Higher Order Thinking Skill (HOTS)Questions
on Reading Section of English National Examination in Secondary School.
Thesis. Magister’s Degree in English Language Education, State Islamic
Institute of Kediri. Advisors : (I) Dr.  Ary Setya Budhi Ningrum, M.Pd (II) Dr.
Fathor Rasyid, M.Pd.

Keywords: Higher Order Thinking Skill (HOTS) Questions, English National
Examination, Senior High Schools.

In preparing for the 21stcentury workforce,  the education systems have
integrated creative and critical thinking elements in the teaching and learning
process by promoting higher-order thinking skills (HOTS) for students. While a
standard evaluation system for the students used in Indonesia is National
Examination that commonly abbreviated as the UN. This research aimed at finding
the answer to what extend the UN questions for SMA and SMK meet the
requirement of HOTS questions, the type of thinking skill used, and the difference
in the development of HOTS questions for SMA and SMK. The data were collected
from three packages of English National Examination for SMA and three packages
of English National Examination for SMK from the academic year 2016/2017 –
2018/2019.

The method used in this research is qualitative. The item of UN questions
will be analyzed through content analysis based on the aspect of HOTS. Descriptive
analysis was used to analyze the data.

The finding of this research reveals that there are only a few questions that
use HOTS questions (C4-C6). The HOTS questions for SMA in the academic year
2016/2017 are 6 questions which mean 17% of the total number. Then, this number
is increased in the academic year 2017/2018, as there are 7 HOTS questions or 20%
of the questions. And, in the academic year 2018/2019 there are 8 HOTS questions
or 23% of the total number. While for SMK level, in the academic year 2016/2017
there are 2 HOTS questions, which means 6% of the total number. Then, in the
academic year 2017/2018, the number is increased become 3 questions or 9% from
the questions. And, in the academic year 2018/2019, the number of HOTS questions
is also increased become 7 questions or 20% from the total questions. While the
thinking skills dominate English national exam for SMA is understand level (C2) or
belongs to LOTS level, while for SMK is apply level (C3) also belongs to LOTS
level. And, the difference in the development of HOTS questions shows that the
number of HOTS questions of SMA is more than the number of HOTS questions
for SMK. It is suggested that the use of HOTS in the teaching-learning process
should be improved to make the students accustomed to thinking by using HOTS
level.
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