
 

i 
 

  AN ANALYSIS ON FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE IN TAYLOR SWIFT'S 

ALBUM “FOLKLORE” 

THESIS 

 

Presented to 

State Islamic University of Syekh Wasil Kediri 

In Partial Fulfilment of the Requirement 

For the Degree of Sarjana in English Language Education 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Written By: 

VIEA MAS TIA 

NIM. 2220237 

 

ENGLISH EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 

FACULTY OF TARBIYAH & TEACHER TRAINING 

STATE ISLAMIC UNIVERSITY OF SYEKH WASIL KEDIRI 

2026 



 

ii 
 

AN ANALYSIS ON FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE IN TAYLOR SWIFT'S 

ALBUM “FOLKLORE” 

 

 

 

 

THESIS 

Presented to 

State Islamic University of Syekh Wasil Kediri 

In Partial Fulfilment of the Requirement 

For the Degree of Sarjana in English Language Education 

 

 

 

By: 

VIEA MAS TIA 

NIM. 22202037 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ENGLISH EDUCATION DEPARTEMENT  

FACULTY OF TARBIYAH & TEACHER TRAINING 

STATE ISLAMIC UNIVERSITY OF SYEKH WASIL KEDIRI 

2026 



 

iii 
 

DECLARATION OF AUTHENTICITY 

Name: Viea Mas Tia  

NIM : 22202037  

Study Program: Department of English Language Education  

Faculty: Tarbiyah and Teacher Training  

Title: An Analysis on Figurative Language in Taylor Swift's Album "Folklore"  

I hereby declare that the thesis and the work presented in it are my own and 

it has been generated by me as result of my own original research. It does not 

incorporate any materials previously written or published by another person except 

those indicated to quotations and references. No portion on this work has been 

submitted in support of an application for another degree of qualification of this or 

any other university or institute of higher education. Due to this fact, I am the only 

person responsible for this thesis of there is any subjection or claim from others. 

This thesis is to fulfill requirement for the degree of Sarjana (S1) in English Study 

Program, State Islamic University of Syekh Wasil of Kediri. 

Kediri, 18th May2026 

The Researcher, 

                                          

Viea Mas Tia 

   22202037 

 



 

iv 
 

 

APPROVAL PAGE 

 

 

This is the certify that the thesis of Viea Mas Tia has been approved by the thesis 

advisors for further approval by the board of examiners.  

 

 

    AN ANALYSIS ON FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE IN TAYLOR 

SWIFT'S ALBUM “FOLKLORE” 

 

 

VIEA MAS TIA 

NIM. 22202037 

 

 

 

Approved by: 

Advisor I 

 

 

 

Nur Afifi, M. App. Ling., Ph. D 

NIP. 197707132003122003 

Advisor II 

 

 

 

Dr. Dewi Nur Suci S.S, M.Pd. 

 NIP. 198909142023212040 
 

 



 

v 
 

NOTA KONSULTAN 

 

Kediri, 18 Mei 2026 

 

Nomor  : - 

Lampiran : - 

Hal  : Bimbingan Skripsi 

 

Kepada, 

Yth. Dekan Fakultas Tarbiyah dan Ilmu Keguruan 

Di 

Jl. Sunan Ampel No. 07 Ngronggo 

   

Assalamualaikum Wr. Wb 

Memenuhi permintaan ibu Dekan untuk membimbing penyusunan skripsi 

mahasiswa tersebut dibawah ini 

Nama : Viea Mas Tia 

NIM : 22202037 

Judul : An Analysis On Figurative Language In Taylor Swift's Album “Folklore” 

 

Setelah dilakukan perbaikan pada materi dan penyusunan skripsi, kami 

berpendapat bahwa skrpipsinya telah memenuhi syarat sebagai kelngkapakn ujian 

akhir Sarjana Strata Satu (S-1). Bersama ini terlampir satu berkas naskah 

skripsinya, dengan harapan dalam waktu yang telah ditentukan. 

Demikian surat ini kami sampaikan. Atas perhatian dan kesediaannya, kami 

mengucapkan terima kasih  

 

Wassalamua’alaikum Wr. Wb 

 

 

 

 

 

Advisor I 

 

 

 
 

 

Nur Afifi, M. App. Ling., Ph. D 

NIP. 197707132003122003 

Advisor II 

 

 

 
 

Dr. Dewi Nur Suci, S.S, M.Pd 

NIP. 198909142023212040 



 

vi 
 

 

NOTA PEMBIMBING 

 

Kediri, 18 Mei 2026 

 

Nomor  : - 

Lampiran : - 

Hal  : Bimbingan Skripsi 

 

Kepada, 

Yth. Dekan Fakultas Tarbiyah dan Ilmu Keguruan 

Di 

Jl. Sunan Ampel No. 07 Ngronggo 

   

Assalamualaikum Wr. Wb 

Memenuhi permintaan ibu Dekan untuk membimbing penyusunan skripsi 

mahasiswa tersebut dibawah ini 

Nama : Viea Mas Tia 

NIM : 22202037 

Judul : An Analysis On Figurative Language In Taylor Swift's Album “Folklore” 

 

Setelah dilakukan perbaikan pada materi dan susunan skripsi sesuai dengan 

beberapa masukan yang diberikan dalam Sidang Munaqosah yang dilaksanakan 

pada 18 Mei 2026, kami menyatakan bahwa hasil perbaikanmua dapat diterima dan 

disetujui. 

Demikian harap maklum atas perhatian dan kesediaanya, kami mengucapkan 

terima kasih 

 

Wassalamua’alaikum Wr. Wb 

 

 

 

Advisor I 

 

 

 

 
 

Nur Afifi, M. App. Ling., Ph. D 

NIP. 197707132003122003 

Advisor II 

 

 

 
 

 

Dr. Dewi Nur Suci, S.S, M.Pd 

NIP. 198909142023212040 



 

vii 
 

RATIFICATION SHEET 

 

AN ANALYSIS ON FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE IN TAYLOR SWIFT'S 

ALBUM “FOLKLORE” 

VIEA MAS TIA 

NIM. 22202037 

 

Has been examined by the board of examiner of State Islamic University 

of Syekh Wasil Kediri, on  

1. Main Examiner 

 

Dr. Irma Khoirot Daulay, 

M.Hum. 

NIP.199003132022032001 

 

 
 

2. Examiner I 

Nur Afifi, M. App. Ling., 

Ph.D 

NIP. 197707132003122003 

 

 
 

3. Examiner II 

Dr. Dewi Nur Suci, S.S, M.Pd 

NIP. 198909142023212040 

 

 
 

 

 

Kediri, 18 May 2026 

Acknowledged by Dean of Faculty Tarbiyah and Teacher Training 

State Islamic University of Syekh Wasil Kediri 

 

Prof. Dr. Hj. Munifah, M.Pd. 

NIP. 19700412199403200



 

viii 
 

MOTTO 

 

"And that there is not for man except that [good] which he strives for." 

Surah An-Najm 53:39 

 

“Everything you lose is a step you take” 

-T.S.- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

ix 
 

DEDICATION 

 

I would like to express my sincere gratitude to all who contributed in various 

ways to the completion of this research and made this experience unforgettable for 

me. 

 All praise do to Allah SWT who is always there when I am in need, thanks 

for his mercies and blessings that has been given to me to finish this thesis. 

 My beloved parents, my mother ibu Masnunah who always supports me 

unconditionally and almarhum bapak Abdul Kavi, in loving memory, even you are 

gone, your belief in me made this jouney possible. Thanks for their endless love, 

support, and encouragement. 

 To my family, my brothers, my sister, and my grandparents. They never left 

my side throughout the process and gave me strength and hope when I thought of 

giving this up. 

 For someone who I’ve met since my first semester. I am endlessly grateful 

to Mohamad Nur Azis, my best friend and my life partner, whose unwavering 

support that made this journey possible. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

x 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

 

 

Firstly, the/researcher would like to thank to Allah SWT who has given the 

chances in finishing the research. Bless/and peace are upon to prophet Muhammad 

SAW who has brought human being from the darkness to the brightness era. This 

thesis is presented to State Islamic University (UIN) of Syech Wasil Kediri as one 

of the requirements to complete studies in English Education at State Islamic 

University (UIN) of Syech Wasil Kediri. This thesis would not be finished without 

the support and guidance from individuals and institutions. Therefore, I will express 

special thanks to:  

1. Dr. Wahidul Anam, M. Ag., as the Rector of State Islamic University (UIN) of 

Syech Wasil Kediri  

2. Prof. Dr. Munifah, M. Pd., as the Dean of Faculty of Tarbiyah, State Islamic 

University (UIN) of Syech Wasil Kediri. 

3. Nur Afifi, M. App. Ling., Ph. D., as the first thesis advisor who always give 

guidance, help, and constructive suggestion in writing this thesis. 

4. Dr. Dewi Nur Suci, M. Pd., as the second thesis advisor. Thank you for everything 

that you have given to me.  

5. All lecturers of UIN Kediri, especially those English Education Department for 

their valuable/thought and knowledge in English teaching for my study during 

Academic year at UIN Kediri. 



 

xi 
 

ABSTRACT 

 

Tia, Viea Mas. 2026, An Analysis on Figurative Language in Taylor Swift's 

Album “Folklore”.  Faculty of  Tarbiyah & Teacher Training, 

English Education Department, State Islamic University of Syekh 

Wasil Kediri. Advisor: (1) Nur Afifi, M. App. Ling., Ph. D. (2) Dr. 

Dewi Nur Suci S.S, M.Pd. 

Keywords: Figurative Language, Song Lyrics, Folklore Album, Taylor 

Swift, Literary Analysis 

Figurative language is frequently used in song lyrics to express 

emotional and symbolic meanings beyond literal interpretation. However, 

understanding figurative expressions in song lyrics can be challenging 

because the meanings are often implied indirectly. This research aims to 

identify the types of figurative language and analyze their meanings in the 

album, in order to understand how the lyrics communicate human 

experiences such as love, heartbreak, loneliness, regret, memory, and self-

reflection. 

This study employed a descriptive qualitative method using the 

official lyrics of all 17 songs in the album as the data source. The analysis 

was based on the theory of figurative language proposed by Kennedy and 

Gioia (2007). The researcher identified, classified, and interpreted figurative 

expressions found in the lyrics. 

The findings revealed 44 instances of figurative language consisting 

of 12 metaphors, 9 personifications, 5 similes, 9 hyperboles, 5 litotes, and 4 

paradoxes. No valid instances of irony were found in the data. The figurative 

expressions mainly conveyed meanings related to love, heartbreak, 

loneliness, regret, memory, and self-reflection. The research concludes that 

figurative language plays an important role in enhancing the emotional 

depth, poetic quality, and artistic value of the lyrics in Folklore. 
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