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MOTTO 

 

َ يَجْعلَْ ل هٗ مَخْرَجًا ۙ   ت ق  وَمَنْ ي   بُُۗ وَمَنْ ي توََك لْ عَلىَ    ٢اللّٰه نْ حَيْثُ لََ يَحْتسَ  يرَْزُقْهُ م  و 

ُ ل كُل   شَيْءٍ قَدْرًا  ُۗ قَدْ جَعلََ اللّٰه ه  َ بَال غُ امَْر   ٣اللّٰه  فهَُوَ حَسْبهُٗ ُۗا ن  اللّٰه

 

… And whoever fears Allah, He will make for him a way out. And will provide 

for him from where he does not expect. And whoever relies upon Allah, then He 

is sufficient for them. Indeed, Allah will accomplish His purpose. Allah has 

already set for everything a [decreed] extent. 

 

(QS. At-Talaq: 2-3) 
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ABSTRACT 

Hibatulloh, Muhammad Firnas. 2025. Reflections on Genre-Based Approach in 

Writing Class: A Narrative Study in Islamic Higher Education. Thesis, 

School of Graduate Program of English Language Education, Syekh Wasil 

State Islamic University Kediri. Advisors: Dr. Toyyibah, S.S., M.Pd. and 

Nur Afifi, M.App.Ling., Ph.D. 

 
Keywords: Narrative, Genre-based Approach, Writing Class, Islamic Higher 

Education, Student and Lecturer Reflection 

In response to the lack of English language proficiency, the English 

Education Study Program at IAIN Kediri has implemented genre-based approach 

(GBA) in its curriculum structure since the 2023/2024 academic year. With its 

recent implementation, it is necessary to investigate how lecturers and students 

understand and apply the GBA. Driven by a recognized gap in in-depth narrative 

research from both lecturer and student perspectives in an Islamic higher 

education context, this study aims to explore their initial experiences, the 

challenges they encountered, the strategies they applied, reflections, and their 

future aspirations concerning GBA in their writing class.  

The study employed a qualitative approach with narrative inquiry as its 

research design. Data were collected through narrative interviews involving one 

lecturer and three students (high, medium, and low-scored) from a "Writing for 

Academic Purposes" course in an English Language Education study program in 

a state Islamic institute of Kediri, and subsequently analyzed using thematic 

analysis, re-storying, and triangulation for trustworthiness. 

Findings reveal that students initially found it unfamiliar despite some 

awareness of text types, which leads to confusion, and the lecturer appreciated its 

structured stages for guiding writing instruction despite having limited knowledge 

of GBA. In their current writing class, students faced internal challenges such as 

limited vocabulary, literacy, and grammar application, along with external issues 

like restricted phone use, while the lecturer struggled with students’ lack of pre-

writing experience and ability to follow GBA steps appropriately as well as 

institutional constraints like limited credit hours. To cope with the challenges, 

students used dictionaries, asked for help, chose familiar topics, and studied 

repeatedly to build genre awareness, while the lecturer validated peer feedback, 

emphasized genre elements, facilitated joint writing, and used efficient feedback 

methods. Reflections showed GBA's positive impact on writing fluency, 

organization, and structure, especially for high-performing students, though others 

remained unsure about improvements in their writing skill, particularly in 

grammar and vocabulary. For the future, students plan to strengthen language 

skills through reading and watching videos, and the lecturer aims to refine 

instructional strategies to foster greater student independence and critical thinking 

within the GBA framework.  
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