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... And whoever fears Allah, He will make for him a way out. And will provide
for him from where he does not expect. And whoever relies upon Allah, then He
is sufficient for them. Indeed, Allah will accomplish His purpose. Allah has

already set for everything a [decreed] extent.

(QS. At-Talaq: 2-3)
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ABSTRACT

Hibatulloh, Muhammad Firnas. 2025. Reflections on Genre-Based Approach in
Writing Class: A Narrative Study in Islamic Higher Education. Thesis,
School of Graduate Program of English Language Education, Syekh Wasil
State Islamic University Kediri. Advisors: Dr. Toyyibah, S.S., M.Pd. and
Nur Afifi, M.App.Ling., Ph.D.

Keywords: Narrative, Genre-based Approach, Writing Class, Islamic Higher
Education, Student and Lecturer Reflection

In response to the lack of English language proficiency, the English
Education Study Program at IAIN Kediri has implemented genre-based approach
(GBA) in its curriculum structure since the 2023/2024 academic year. With its
recent implementation, it is necessary to investigate how lecturers and students
understand and apply the GBA. Driven by a recognized gap in in-depth narrative
research from both lecturer and student perspectives in an Islamic higher
education context, this study aims to explore their initial experiences, the
challenges they encountered, the strategies they applied, reflections, and their
future aspirations concerning GBA in their writing class.

The study employed a qualitative approach with narrative inquiry as its
research design. Data were collected through narrative interviews involving one
lecturer and three students (high, medium, and low-scored) from a "Writing for
Academic Purposes" course in an English Language Education study program in
a state Islamic institute of Kediri, and subsequently analyzed using thematic
analysis, re-storying, and triangulation for trustworthiness.

Findings reveal that students initially found it unfamiliar despite some
awareness of text types, which leads to confusion, and the lecturer appreciated its
structured stages for guiding writing instruction despite having limited knowledge
of GBA. In their current writing class, students faced internal challenges such as
limited vocabulary, literacy, and grammar application, along with external issues
like restricted phone use, while the lecturer struggled with students’ lack of pre-
writing experience and ability to follow GBA steps appropriately as well as
institutional constraints like limited credit hours. To cope with the challenges,
students used dictionaries, asked for help, chose familiar topics, and studied
repeatedly to build genre awareness, while the lecturer validated peer feedback,
emphasized genre elements, facilitated joint writing, and used efficient feedback
methods. Reflections showed GBA's positive impact on writing fluency,
organization, and structure, especially for high-performing students, though others
remained unsure about improvements in their writing skill, particularly in
grammar and vocabulary. For the future, students plan to strengthen language
skills through reading and watching videos, and the lecturer aims to refine
instructional strategies to foster greater student independence and critical thinking
within the GBA framework.

Vil



TABLE OF CONTENTS

APPROVAL PAGE ..ot i
RATIFICATION SHEET ..ottt il
DECLARATION OF AUTHORSHIP .......cccoooiiiiiiiiiiniieieeeeeeeeesne il
IMOTTO ...ttt ettt et sttt et sbt e b eneesaeens v
DEDICATION ...ttt sttt st et e v
ACKNOWLEDGMENT ......oooiiiiiieieeetee ettt vi
ABSTRACT ..ottt et aaeseaenseensesneenes vii
TABLE OF CONTENTS. ...ttt viii
LIST OF TABLES ........ooiieeeeeee ettt Xi
LIST OF FIGURES ......oooiiiiiiiieeeeee ettt xii
LIST OF PICTURES ..ottt Xiii
LIST OF APPENDICES ...ttt Xiv
CHAPTER T INTRODUCTION.......cccoiiiiiiiiiieienieeeeeee e 1
A. Research Background .........c..ccoceeviiiiniiiiiiiniiceceeeeee 1

B. Research QUESTIONS........ccviiiiiiieeiiiieeiieeeiie ettt e e e e e et e v e e e 5

C. Research ODJECLIVES. ....cc.uiiiiiiiieiieeieeiie ettt st 6

D. Research Scope and Limitations.......c..cecevvereererieneenenieneeeeeesieeie s 6

E. Research Significance..........ccccveevviieiiiiiiiieeieceieceee e 6

F. Definition of Key Terms........ccceeeiiiiriiiiiiiieeeiie e e 7
CHAPTER II REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE............ccoccevinnen. 8
A. The Concept of Reflection in Education ...........cccccevvvieeniiiiiniienniieeieee, 8

B. Writing and Its Teaching Practice in Indonesia..........c..ccccevveneinenicnnenne. 11

1. The Nature of WIIting .....cceecuieiieeiieiiieeieeieeie ettt 11

2. EFL Lecturer’s Challenges in Teaching Writing ............ccccceevveenennen. 14

3. EFL Student’s Challenges in Learning Writing .............cccceevveerreennnn. 16

4. The Implementation of Teaching Writing in Indonesia........................ 18

C. Concept of Genre-Based Approach.........cccoecvvevciieeniiieniiieeciee e 21

1. Genre-Based Approach and Its Notion .........ccccceeeviiieeniienniee e, 21

2. Genre-Based Approach in Indonesian Curriculum .............ccocceeenennnee. 23

viii



D. Genre-Based Approach in Teaching Writing ...........cccoeeeveeevieeinieeeenieenne, 25

1. The Nature of Genre-Based Approach in Teaching Writing ............... 26

2. Teaching Writing Using Genre-Based Approach in Indonesia............ 27

E. Previous StUAIEs .....ccceviiriiiiinieieeieeeeeeteeee e 28
CHAPTER III RESEARCH METHOD .........cccoociiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeee 32
AL ReSCArCh DESIZN ...ttt e 32
B. Research SubJeCt.........ooiiriiiiiiiiiieiceceteeeee e 33
C. Research INStrument ..........c.eeviieiiiiiiiiieieecee e 34
D. Research Procedure ...........ccooviieiiiiiiiiieicecee e 38

E. TruStWOrthiness......cccvieiiiiiiieiie ettt 43
CHAPTER IV RESEARCH RESULTS .....ccooiiiiiiiinieeeeeeeeeeeee 44
AL Data Presentation.........cc.eeeerierierienieeieeiesceie ettt 44
B. Research FINAINGS......c.coooviiiiiiiiieiiecieeie et 48

1. First Experiences of Having GBA in Their Writing Class................... 48

2. Experiences of Having Challenges..........ccccoceveviiniininiinicncnicneenne. 52

a. My Unseen Battle .........cooeviiiiiiiniiiiiccceccceeeee 52

b. When the World Interferes ..........ccoooeeeiieniiiiieniiieeceeeeeeee, 55

3. Experiences of Applying Strategies .........ccooeeveriieneenieniieneenienieneenens 58

a. This 1S My Ninja Way......ccccvieeiiiieiiieeieeeeeeete e 59

b. Lost in Thought, Sorry Out Loud .........cccceveeiiiiniiiiiiieeeeeee, 63

4. Reflection and Future Directions ..........ccccceeoerviiiniinieiniienneenieeieeee, 65

a. Moments After the Storm ..., 65

b. The Rise of a NeW Me .....ccceiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiceeceeeeee 68
CHAPTER V DISCUSSION......octiiiiiiieieeesteet et 71
A. First Experiences of Having GBA in Their Writing Class..........cccceuee... 71
B. Experiences of Having Challenges...........cccooveriiiinieniiiiniieieie e 73

1. My Unseen Battle........c.oooviiiiiiiiiiieeecceeee e 73

2. When the World Interferes ..........ccoceeiieiiiiiiiniiiiiieeeeeeceeee, 76

C. Experiences of Applying Strate€@ies........ccceeevvireriiieeriiieeriieeenieeeereeeeee e 78

1. This is My Ninja Way .....cccociiiriiiieciieeiie et e 78

2. Lost in Thought, Sorry Out Loud........cccceeeviiiiiniieiiieeie e, 80

X



D. Reflection and FUture DIr€CtiONS ..oceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeennn 82

1. Moments After the Storm........ccccoecvevieiiniiiniiieeeeeeeee, 82

2. The RiSe 0f @ NEW ME......cocuiriiiiiiiniieieeiereeieee et 84
CHAPTER VI CONCLUSION.......ccoiiiiiiiteeiee et 88
AL CONCIUSTON ...ttt ettt et e e 88

B. Implication of the Study .......ccceeviiiiiiiieee e 89

O 174 T 0 ) NSRS 90
REFERENCES .......cccoo ottt st 92
APPENDICES ...ttt st 104



Table 3.1
Table 3.2
Table 3.3
Table 3.4
Table 3.5
Table 4.1
Table 4.2

Table 4.3

Table 4.4

LIST OF TABLES

Profile of the Participants ............ccccoeeveeeeviieenieeeciee e,

Blueprint of Narrative Interview ..........cccoeceevvenveeiieennnnnne

Coding System for the Participants ...........ccccceevveeerveennnnen.

Coding System of the Data Findings ..........ccccceeveeeeveennneen.

Blueprint of Data Analysis ........cccceveveeviienieeniienieeieeieenn

First Experiences of Having GBA in Writing Class ..........

Experiences of Having Challenges in Their Current GBA

WIItING ClaSS ..oouvieiiieiieiie e

Experiences of Applying Strategies in Overcoming
Challenges in Their Current GBA Writing Class................
Reflections and Future Directions of Their GBA Writing

xi

34
36
40
40
42
44

45

46

47



LIST OF FIGURES

Page
Figure 3.1.  The flow of the research procedure ...........ccccceevvivveveennneen. 41
Figure 5.1.  Theoretical scheme of GBA implementation in writing
class in Islamic higher education context based on students’
and lecturer’s experiences and reflection...........c.ccccuvennnee. 86

Xii



Picture 2.1.
Picture 2.2.

LIST OF PICTURES

GBA Teaching and Learning Cycle by Rothery .........

GBA Teaching and Learning Cycle by Feez & Joyce

Xiii



Appendix 1
Appendix 2
Appendix 3

Appendix 4
Appendix 5
Appendix 6

LIST OF APPENDICES

Page
Narrative Interview Guideline for Student.......................... 104
Narrative Interview Guideline for Lecturer............ccccu.e... 106
Re-transcribing and Re-storying the Transcript (Coding
PTrOCESS) wieeiiieeieeee et 108
Thesis Consultation List ........cccoooeeiiiniiiiiiniiiieieeeeee, 136
Turnitin Check .....o.covieiiiiiiiie 138
Curriculum VIitae ........occovvieviiniieienieieeeeeeeeee e 141

X1V



