NAVIGATING CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES:
ENGLISH SPEAKING EXPERIENCES OF THAI STUDENTS IN A
MULTILINGUAL ACADEMIC CONTEXT AT UIN SYEKH WASIL

KEDIRI

THESIS
5

un

UNIVERSITAS ISLAM NEGERI

SYEKH WASIL
KEDIRI

By:
FALYA NEHA AURALY

NIM. 22202118

DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE EDUCATION
FACULTY OF TARBIYAH AND TEACHER TRAINING
STATE ISLAMIC UNIVERSITY OF SYEKH WASIL
KEDIRI
2026



TITLE PAGE

NAVIGATING CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES: ENGLISH
SPEAKING EXPERIENCES OF THAI STUDENTS IN A MULTILINGUAL
ACADEMIC CONTEXT AT UIN SYEKH WASIL KEDIRI

THESIS

Presented to
Islamic University of Kediri
In Partial Fulfilment of The Requirements

For The Degree of Sarjana in English Education Department

By:
FALYA NEHA AURALY

NIM. 22202118

DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE EDUCATION
FACULTY OF TARBIYAH AND TEACHER TRAINING
STATE ISLAMIC UNIVERSITY OF SYEKH WASIL
KEDIRI
2026



DECLARATION OF AUTHENTICITY

Name : Falya Neha Auraly

NIM : 22202118

Study program : Department of English Language Education
Faculty : Tarbiyah and Teaching Training

I hereby declare that the thesis entitled "Navigating Challenges and
Opportunities: English Learning Experiences of Thai Students at UIN Syekh Wasil
Kediri" is my own original work. The ideas, findings, and discussions presented in
this thesis are based on my own research. Any information, quotations, or ideas
taken from other sources have been properly acknowledged and cited. I also declare
that this thesis has never been submitted to obtain any academic degree at any other
institution. I understand the importance of academic honesty and take full
responsibility for the content and originality of this thesis.

This thesis is submitted to fulfill one of the requirements for obtaining the
Sarjana (S1) degree in the English Education Study Program, Faculty of Tarbiyah,
State Islamic University of Syekh Wasil Kediri.

Kediri, 29™ June 2026

1



APPROVAL PAGE

This is to certify the sarjana s thesis of Falya Neha Auraly has been approved by

the thesis advisors for further approval by the board of examiners.

NAVIGATING CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES: ENGLISH
SPEAKING EXPERIENCES OF THAI STUDENTS IN A MULTILINGUAL
ACADEMIC CONTEXT AT UIN SYEKH WASIL KEDIRI

FALYA NEHA AURALY

NIM. 22202118

Approved by:

Advisor 1 Advisor 2

Dr. Agus Edi Winarto, M.Pd, M.H Ria Fakhrunriana, S.Pd.I, M.Pd.

NIP. 196505272000031001 NIP. 198010172023212017

111



NOTA KONSULTAN
Kediri, 08 Juni 2026

Nomor D -
Lampiran
Hal : Bimbingan Skripsi

Kepada Yth,
Dekan Fakultas Tarbiyah dan Ilmu Keguruan

Universitas Negeri Islam (UIN) Syekh Wasil Kediri

Assalamu’alaikum Wr. Wb.
Memenuhi permintaan Dekan untuk membimbing penyusunan skripsi
mahasiswa tersebut dibawah ini:

Nama : FALYA NEHA AURALY
Nim :22202118

Judul : Navigating Challenges and Opportunities: English Speaking Experiences
of Thai Students in a Multilingual Academic Context at UIN Syekh Wasil
Kediri.

Setelah diperbaiki materi dan susunannya, kami berpendapat bahwa skripsi
tersebut telah memenuhi syarat sebagai kelengkapan ujian akhir Sarjana Strata Satu
(S-1). Bersama ini kami lampirkan berkas naskah skripsinya, dengan harapan dapat
segera diujikan dalam Sidang Munaqosah.

Demikian agar maklum dan atas kesediaannya kami ucapkan terima kasih.
Wassalamu’alaikum Wr. Wb.

Pembimbing 1 Pembimbing 2

\ .
Dr. Agus Edi Winarto, M.Pd, M.H Ria Fakhru . Pd.I, M.Pd.
NIP. 196505272000031001 NIP. 198610172023212017

v



NOTA PEMBIMBING

Kediri, 29" Juni 2026
Nomor D -
Lampiran
Hal : Bimbingan Skripsi
Kepada Yth,

Dekan Fakultas Tarbiyah dan Ilmu Keguruan
Universitas Negeri Islam (UIN) Syekh Wasil Kediri

Assalamu’alaikum Wr. Wb.
Memenuhi permintaan Dekan untuk membimbing penyusunan skripsi
mahasiswa tersebut dibawah ini:

Nama : FALYA NEHA AURALY
Nim :22202118

Judul : Navigating Challenges and Opportunities: English Speaking Experiences
of Thai Students in a Multilingual Academic Context at UIN Syekh Wasil
Kediri.

Setelah diperbaiki materi dan penyusunannya, sesuai dengan beberapa
petunjuk dan tuntutan yang telah diberikan dalam sidang munaqosah yang
dilaksanakan pada tanggal 22 Juni 2026, kami dapat menerima dan menyetujui hasil
perbaikannya.

Demikian mohon maklum atas kesediaannya kami ucapkan terima kasih.
Wassalamu’alaikum Wr. Wb.

Pembimbing 1 Pembimbing 2

—~
Dr. Agus Edi Winarto, M.Pd, M.H Ria Fakhru .Pd.I, M.Pd.
NIP. 196505272000031001 NIP. 198610172023212017




RATIFICATION SHEET

NAVIGATING CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES: ENGLISH
SPEAKING EXPERIENCES OF THAI STUDENTS IN A MULTILINGUAL
ACADEMIC CONTEXT AT UIN SYEKH WASIL KEDIRI

FALYA NEHA AURALY
NIM. 22202118

Has been examined by the board of examiners of State Islamic University Syekh

Wasil Kediri on 22" June 2026

1. Main Examiner
Erna Nurkholida, M.Pd
NIP. 197611252007102005

2. Examiner 1
Dr. Agus Edi Winarto, M.Pd, M.H
NIP. 196505272000031001

3. Examiner 2
Ria Fakhrurriana, S.Pd.I, M.Pd.
NIP. 198010172023212017

Kediri, 7 July 2026
Acknowledged by Dean of Faculty of Tarbiyah and Teacher Training
State Islamic University Syekh Wasil Kediri

§
7

D3 . Munifah, M.Pd.
NIP-167004121994032006

vi



MOTTO

“The only way to achieve your dreams is to keep thinking about them and
working toward them, even when it's hard. Pain and failure are not the opposite of

success; they are part of it.”

-Kim Namjoon-

vil



DEDICATION

With sincere gratitude for the completion of this thesis, the writer dedicates

this work to those who continuously provide support, prayers, encouragement,

guidance, and valuable contributions throughout the process of completing this

research. Their presence, both directly and indirectly, plays an important role in the

writer’s academic journey until reaching this stage.

1.

Allah SWT, for all blessings, mercy, strength, help, and ease given to the
writer throughout the process of completing this thesis. Peace and
salutations are always devoted to Prophet Muhammad SAW as a role model
in seeking knowledge, patience, and perseverance.

The writer’s beloved parents, for their endless prayers, unconditional
support, motivation, sacrifices, and trust throughout the academic journey
until the completion of this research. This achievement is inseparable from
their role and continuous encouragement.

The writer’s beloved younger sister, for always being a place to share
stories, providing support, encouragement, comfort, and happiness during
various challenges during the thesis writing process.

The writer’s advisors, Dr. Agus Edi Winarto, M.Pd, M.H, and Ria
Fakhrurriana, S.Pd.I., M.Pd., for their valuable guidance, patience, support,
advice, and meaningful feedback throughout the completion of this thesis.
All beloved friends who cannot be mentioned individually, for their support,
togetherness, motivation, and willingness to listen, share experiences, and
become companions throughout this academic journey.

Thai friends who participate in this study, for their cooperation, willingness,
and valuable contribution to this research. Without their participation and
assistance, this study cannot be completed properly.

Lastly, the writer herself, for every effort, perseverance, patience, and
strength to keep going through every process, challenge, and obstacle until

this thesis is successfully completed.

viil



ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Alhamdulillah, gratitude is extended to Allah SWT for His mercy and

guidance in completing this thesis, with blessings upon Prophet Muhammad SAW

as a role model of patience and knowledge. This thesis is submitted to UIN Syekh

Wasil Kediri to fulfill the requirements for a Bachelor’s degree in the English

Education Department. Throughout the process of completing this thesis, the writer

would like to express sincere gratitude to:

1.

Dr. Wahidul Anam, M.Ag, as the Rector of State Islamic University (UIN)
Syekh Wasil Kediri.

Prof. Dr. Hj. Munifah, M.Pd, as the Dean of Faculty of Tarbiyah, State
Islamic University (UIN) Syekh Wasil Kediri.

H. Burhanudin Syaifulloh, M.Ed., Ph.D, as the Head of the English
Department, State Islamic University (UIN) Syekh Wasil Kediri.

Dr. Agus Edi Winarto, M.Pd, M.H and Ria Fakhrurriana, S.Pd.I., M.Pd, as
the writer’s respected advisors, for their patience, guidance, support,
valuable suggestions, and encouragement throughout the process of

completing this thesis.

. All lecturers of the English Department, State Islamic University (UIN)

Syekh Wasil Kediri, for the knowledge, experience, and insights shared

during the writer’s academic journey.

. All participants of this study, especially Thai students, for their willingness,

cooperation, and valuable contributions to this research.

The writer realizes that this thesis is not yet perfect and still requires further

improvement. Therefore, suggestions and constructive feedback from readers and

other parties are sincerely expected for the improvement of this research.

Kediri, 29" Juni 2026
The Writer

Falya Neha Auraly

X



ABSTRACT

Auraly, Falya Neha. (2026). Navigating Challenges and Opportunities: English
Speaking Experiences of Thai Students in a Multilingual Academic Context
at UIN Syekh Wasil Kediri. Thesis, Department of English Language
Education, Faculty of Tarbiyah, Islamic University (UIN) Syekh Wasil
Kediri. Advisor (I) Dr. Agus Edi Winarto, M.Pd, M.H and (II) Ria
Fakhrurriana, S.Pd.I, M.Pd.

Keywords: Multilingual Academic, Thai students, Speaking Challenges, Speaking
Opportunities

Multilingual academic environments create both challenges and
opportunities for international students in developing English speaking skills. In
this context, Thai students at UIN Syekh Wasil Kediri are required to adapt to an
academic environment involving Thai, Indonesian, Javanese, and English. These
conditions may influence students’ speaking development through linguistic and
psychological challenges as well as opportunities provided by multilingual
interactions and learning resources. Therefore, this study aims to explore the
challenges and opportunities experienced by Thai students in developing English
speaking skills within a multilingual academic context.

This research employed a descriptive qualitative design. The participants
were three Thai students from the English Education Study Program at UIN Syekh
Wasil Kediri, selected purposively based on their multilingual learning experiences.
Data were collected through in-depth semi-structured interviews and supporting
documentation in the form of participants’ most recent English speaking assignment
videos. The data were analyzed using Braun and Clarke’s (2006) six-phase thematic
analysis. To ensure trustworthiness, this study applied source, methodological, and
theoretical triangulation.

The findings show that Thai students experience both linguistic and
psychological challenges in developing English speaking skills. Linguistic
challenges include difficulties in pronunciation, grammar or sentence construction,
and maintaining speaking fluency. Psychological challenges involve speaking
anxiety, fear of negative evaluation, and low self-confidence, particularly during
academic presentations and classroom discussions. Despite these challenges, the
multilingual academic environment also provides opportunities through supportive
social interaction, translanguaging practices, and digital learning resources such as
online dictionaries, translation tools, and artificial intelligence. In conclusion, Thai
students experienced both linguistic and psychological challenges in developing
English speaking skills, while the multilingual academic environment also provided
opportunities through supportive social interaction, translanguaging practices, and
digital learning resources.
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