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MOTTO

For indeed, with hardship will be ease. Indeed, with hardship will be euse

(Al- Insyirah : 5-6)

"Long story short, I survived”

(Taylor Swift)

“it’s okay to cry for a little while; we’ll just keep trying and find our way out.”

(Arash Buana)
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ABSTRACT

Syakiroh, Sinta Maulida. (2026). Lexical Density of Reading Materials in the
'English for Nusantara' English Textbook For 9th Grade of Junior High
School Based on The Merdeka Curriculum. Department of English
Language Education, Faculty of Tarbiyah and Teacher Training, State
Islamic University (UIN) of Syekh Wasil Kediri. Advisors: (I) Nur Afifi,
M. App.Ling, Ph.D. and (I1) Dr. Irma Khoirot Daulay M.Hum.

Keywords: lexical density, reading texts, textbook analysis, Merdeka Curriculum,

text genres

Reading comprehension is an essential skill in learning English, and the
complexity of reading materials plays an 1mportant role in students’ understanding.
One aspect that influences text difficulty is lexical density, which refers to the
proportion of content words in a text. In addition, the genres presented in reading
materials also contribute to the characteristics and complexity of the texts. However,
the representation of genres and the lexical density of reading materials in the
English for Nusantara textbook for ninth-grade students still need to be examined.
Therefore, this study aims to analyze the representation of genres in the reading
materials and investigate the lexical density of the texts presented in the textbook.

This study employed a qualitative descriptive method with a document
analysis design. The data were taken from selected reading texts in the English for
Nusantara textbook for ninth-grade students. The analysis was conducted by
identifying the genres based on their generic structures and language features,
analyzing the characteristics of the reading materials, identifying content words and
grammatical function words, and calculating lexical density using Ure’s formula.

The findings show that the textbook contains various genres, including
narrative, descriptive, recount, procedure, and report texts. Each genre reflects
different characteristics of reading materials and contributes to different levels of
lexical density. Report and descriptive texts tend to have medium lexical density
because they contain more factual and descriptive vocabulary, while narrative and
recount texts tend to have lower lexical density due to their communicative and
story-based language features. Overall, most texts are categorized as low and
medium lexical density, indicating that the reading materials are generally
appropriate for ninth-grade students. However, the findings also reveal that students’
reading comprehension may be influenced not only by lexical density, but also by
other factors such as vocabulary mastery, reading habits, and familiarity with
different text genres.
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