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ABSTRACT

Khaqiqi, Muhammad K. F. (2025). The Effectiveness of Directed Reading
Thinking Activity (DRTA) Strategy in Improving Students’ Reading
Comprehension of Recount Text at SMP Negeri 5 Kota Kediri.
Department of English Language Education, Faculty of Tarbiyah, Syekh
Wasil State Islamic University Kediri. Advisor: (I) H. Burhanudin
Syaifulloh, M.Ed., Ph.D. and (II) Mohammad Muhyiddin, M.Pd.

Keywords: Directed Reading  Thinking  Activity (DRTA), Reading
Comprehension, Recount Text, Quasi-Experimental

Reading comprehension is a fundamental skill in English learning, yet
many students face significant challenges in understanding texts. At SMP 5 Kota
Kediri, eighth-grade students specifically struggle with recount texts, finding it
difficult to identify main ideas, recall specific details, and make inferences. These
difficulties are exacerbated by the use of conventional teaching methods, which
tend to be teacher-centered and passive, leading to low student engagement and
motivation. Consequently, this study aims to determine the effectiveness of the
Directed Reading Thinking Activity (DRTA) strategy in improving students'
reading comprehension of recount texts compared to conventional methods.

This research employed a quantitative approach with a quasi-experimental
design. The population comprised eighth-grade students at SMP 5 Kota Kediri,
with a sample of 64 students selected through purposive sampling. The sample
was divided into two groups: Class VIII-A as the experimental group (32
students) taught using the DRTA strategy, and Class VIII-C as the control group
(32 students) taught using conventional methods. Data were collected using pre-
test and post-test instruments and analyzed using SPSS version 27, employing
Analysis of Covariance (ANCOVA).

The findings revealed a significant improvement in the experimental
group's reading comprehension compared to the control group. The mean score of
the experimental group increased significantly from 74.37 in the pre-test to 91.50
in the post-test. In comparison, the control group's mean score improved from
72.62 to 84.50. The ANCOVA result showed a significance value (Sig.) of 0.000,
which is lower than the threshold of 0.05, indicating that the difference was
statistically significant. In conclusion, the DRTA strategy is effective in
improving students' reading comprehension of recount texts by fostering active
prediction and critical thinking during the reading process.
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