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MOTTO 

 

Simplicity is the ultimate of sophistication. 

 

~ Leonardo da Vinci 
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ABSTRACT 

Wulansari, Tika. (2026). An Appraisal Analysis on Expressions of Attitude in 

Students’ Argumentative Essays. Thesis. Department of English 

Language Education, Faculty of Tarbiyah and Teacher Training, State 

Islamic University of Syekh Wasil Kediri. Advisors: (I) Bahruddin, 

S.S., M.Pd., and (II) Eni Prasetiyowati, M.Pd. 

Keywords: Appraisal, Expressions of Attitude, Argumentative Essay 

  

Developing arguments requires the ability to present idea and engage the 

readers through coherent reasoning and persuasive language. This is particularly 

significant at a tertiary level, where students are expected to produce argumentative 

essay that reflect critical thinking. Many students struggle to construct well-

developed arguments as they lack of practice strategically to construct strong 

arguments. Teacher can examine students’ competence in developing arguments by 

understanding how the students used evaluative language. Therefore, this study 

investigates the expressions of attitude, one of appraisal subsystems, to facilitate a 

more nuanced analysis of how interpersonal meanings in EFL students’ 

argumentative essays.  

The researcher conducted a qualitative content analysis to focus on how 

the students used evaluative language to convey arguments in the essays. Through 

purposive sampling, ten argumentative essays were selected from undergraduate 

students of the English Department at UIN Syekh Wasil Kediri. To analyse the data, 

this study employed Appraisal theory proposed by Martin and White (2005) which 

classifies appraisal into three types: attitude, judgement, and appreciation. 

However, this present study focuses on the attitude subsystem.  This approach 

enables a systematic interpretation to examine the pattern of students’ essays and 

allow more in-depth analysis. 

The findings reveal a total of 293 expressions of attitude, demonstrating 

that appreciation is the most dominant subsystem of attitude, with 165 occurrences 

(56.3%). In contrast, judgement and affect appeared less frequently, with 91 

(31.1%) and 37 occurrences (12.6%), indicating that students prioritized to evaluate 

value of phenomena rather than to express emotional feelings. The prominent 

finding of this study implies that the students primarily employed evaluative 

reasoning to construct their arguments which is in line with the core of 

argumentative essay. However, the high frequency of word repetition suggests that 

students need to incorporate a wider variety of evaluative language. Therefore, this 

research suggests the educators to demonstrate teaching attitudinal words usage in 

writing an essay to strengthen their skill in developing arguments. 
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