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ABSTRACT

Alfira Cahya Ramadhani (2025). The Correlation between Vocabulary Mastery
and Writing Ability of Descriptive Text at SMPN 5 Kota Kediri. Thesis
Department of English Language Education. Faculty of Tarbiyah. State Islamic
University (UIN) Syekh Wasil Kediri. Advisor: (I) Mohammad Muhyiddin, M.Pd.
and (I1) Yogi Rohana, M.Pd.

Keywords: vocabulary mastery, writing ability, descriptive text

English plays an important role in education, where the mastery of
language skills and elements such as vocabulary is essential. Vocabulary is a key
aspect that supports writing skills, especially in descriptive writing, which
requires accurate word choice to produce clear and meaningful texts. However, in
practice, many students still face difficulties in mastering vocabulary, which
affects their writing ability, particularly in describing people, places, or objects
effectively.

Based on this issue, this research aims to determine whether there is a
significant correlation between vocabulary mastery and students’ writing ability in
descriptive texts among seventh-grade students at SMPN 5 Kota Kediri. The
purpose of this study is to analyze the extent to which vocabulary mastery
contributes to students’ writing ability in producing well-structured and
meaningful descriptive texts.

This study employed a quantitative correlational design. The sample
consisted of 96 students from classes VII-F, VII-G, and VII-H, selected through
purposive sampling. The instruments used were a vocabulary mastery test (20
multiple-choice items) and a descriptive text writing test (essay about a family
member). The data were analyzed using the Kolmogorov-Smirnov test for
normality, a linearity test, and the Spearman Rho correlation test with SPSS
version 27.0, since the data were not normally distributed.

The results of the Spearman Rho analysis showed a correlation
coefficient of 0.700 (p < 0.001), indicating a strong and significant positive
relationship between vocabulary mastery and writing ability. The R2 value of
0.533 means that vocabulary mastery contributes 53.3% to students’ writing
ability, while the remaining 46.7% is influenced by other factors. The mean score
of vocabulary mastery was 69.95, and the mean score of writing ability was
77.43. It can be concluded that there is a strong and significant positive
correlation between vocabulary mastery and students’ writing ability of
descriptive text at SMPN 5 Kota Kediri. Enhancing students’ vocabulary mastery
can be an effective strategy to improve their descriptive writing quality.



TABLE OF CONTENT

COVER ..o I
DECLARATION OF AUTHENTICITY ..ot i
APPROVAL PAGE ...ttt v
RATIFICATION SHEET ... v
DEDICATION . ...ttt ettt sttt beesnee s Vi
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS. ..ot Vil
IMIOTTO ettt b et e et st e sae e e beesree s IX
ABSTRACT e X
TABLE OF CONTENT ..ot I
CHAPTER 1 INTRODUCTION ...cciiiiiiiiiee e 1
A.  Background of The StUAY .........ccccoveiieiiiii e 1

B.  ReSearch ProbIem..........cooiiiiiiiee s 5
C. Research ODJECLIVE.........covcii e 5

D.  HYPONESIS.....cciiciicitiee ettt sttt e 5
E. Scope and LImitation .........ccccooeiiiiiiiiieese s 5
F.  Significance of the STUY ........cccoiiiiiii s 6
G. Definition of The KeY TermS.......cccuiiiiiiiiieneseseseseee e 6
CHAPTER II_REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE ..., 8
AL VOCADUIANY ... 8
1. Definition of VOCADUIAIY ........ccoovviiiiiiiiiiiicceee e 8

2. V0CabUIary MASEEIY ......ceoiiiiiiece e 9

3. Types of VOCADUIArY ........ccovveiiiiiicee e 10

4. Factors Influencing the Vocabulary Learning..........cccccceevveviveiiveenen. 14

Xi



5. The role of vocabulary in writing sKillS ..........c.coooiiiiiiinie 19

B. Descriptive TexXt WITING.......ccoooiiiiiieiieiee e 20
1. Definition of DeSCriptive teXt..........ccoviiiiiriniiiieieeee s 20

2. Writing DesCriptive teXt........ccooviiiieieieierese e 21

3. The Purpose of Writing Descriptive TeXt .........cccccevvevveiieneeiieseene 25

4. Kinds of Descriptive WItING .........cocevvveveeieiiese e 26

5. Generic Structure of Writing Descriptive TeXt.........ccoccevvvevvevieineenne. 28

6. Language Features of Writing Descriptive TeXt..........cccoovevvivierieenen. 29

C.  PrevioUS StUAIES .......cceiiiirieieisie et 32
D.  Framework of ThINKING .......ccooiiiiiieiiic e 34
E. Theoretical HYPOthESES.........ccviiiiiiiieie e 36
CHAPTER HHI_RESEARCH METHOD ......c.coiiiiiiii e 37
A, RESEAICN DESIGN....coiiiiiiiiiiteite e 37
B. Population and Sample..........cccooiiiiiiiii s 37
1. POPUIBLION. ... s 37

2. SAMPIE . 38

C.  ReSearch INStrumeNt.........ooooiiiiiiieieee s 39
1. A Vocabulary Mastery TeSt.......cccieiiiiieiieie e 40

2. A Written Test of DesCriptive TeSt ........cccoveveiieiieieccceece e 41

D. Validity and Reliability ............cccooviiiiii e 42
1. Instrument Validity .....ccoooceeiiiiic e 43

2. Instrument Reliability.........c.ccooooiiiiiiii 44

E.  Data COHECHION. ..o 46
F.o Data ANAIYSIS ...ooiiiiiicciie ettt 46

Xii



CHAPTER IV_FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION .......ccooiiiiiiiiiicecee 50

A, ReSEarch FINAINGS ....cccooviiiiiiiiiieeee e 50

1. Data DESCIIPLION. ....cciiiiiiiieiieieie et 50

2. DeSCriptive SAtISTICS. ........ciiiiiiiieieieeee e 51

3. Statistical ANAlYSIS ......ccecvieieeiiie i 53
B, DISCUSSION ..ttt 59
CHAPTER V_CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION ......ccccoiiiiiiiiiie 63
A CONCIUSTON .o 63
B.  SUQGOESHION .....eiiicccce e 64
REFERENGCES ... ..o 65
APPENDICES ... .o 71

Xiii



Tabel 3.

Tabel 3.

Tabel 3.

Tabel 3.

Tabel 3.

Tabel 4.

Tabel 4.

Tabel 4.

Tabel 4.

Tabel 4.

Tabel 4.

Tabel 4.

Tabel 4.

TABEL OF LIST

Table of POpUlatioN ..o 38
Table of SAMPIING......cooiiiiiii s 39
The Validation ..o 44
Level of Reliability TeSt.......cccooiiiiiiiieiree e 45
Interpretation of the Coefficient Correlation ...........ccccceeevveinnnnne 48
Descriptive Statistics of Students' Vocabulary Mastery Score......... 51
he Descriptive Statistic of Writing ADility ..., 52
Normality Test of Students' Vocabulary Mastery............c.ccoceoeee. 53
Writing Ability of Descriptive TeXt.......ccocvvvviriiiieiiieienc e 54

Normality Test of Vocabulary Mastery Test and Writing Ability of
DESCIIPIIVE TEXE....cviiiiieieiieiceie e 54
LINEAMTEY TOST ...ttt 56
Correlation Analysis between Vocabulary Mastery and writing
ADbility of DesCriptive TeXT.......coovieiiiirenereee e 57

Coefficient Determination (R2).........ccocoviviiiiiiiiiiie s 58

Xiv



LIST OF APPENDICES

Appendix 1 Blueprint of Vocabulary Mastery Test..........ccccvvvrieieienenenenenen 71
Appendix 2 Blueprint of Wtiting ADility TeSt........ccccoiiiiiiiiice 71
Appendix 3 Categories of Scoring in Writing Ability Test ..o, 73
Appendix 4 VVocabulary Mastery TESt ........cccceveieiiiiieieinieeee e 76
Appendix 5 Key Answer of Vocabulary Mastery Test.........cccceevveieienencinnnnn 80
APPENTIX 6 WITING TEST.....oouiiiiiieieiee e 81
Appendix 7 Validity and Reliability ...........ccoooviiiiiiiiiecee 82
Appendix 8 Vocabulary Mastery TeSt SCOre ........ccocoverviiiereiniieseneeesees 88
Appendix 9 Writing ADility TeSt SCOIE .......cccvviviiiieieierseee e 90
Appendix 10 Students' ANSWEr SNEETS........cccviirieiiie e 94
Appendix 11 DOCUMENTALION ........ocviiviiiiiisiiiieieie et 97
Appendix 12 Research Permit Later ...........ccooveieierineieseseeieeee s 100
Appendix 13 Biography of Researcher ... 102

XV



