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ABSTRACT

Nurazizah, Hanif. 2026. Academic Challenges of Implementing Merdeka
Belajar Kampus Merdeka (MBKM) among English Department Students
at UIN Syekh Wasil Kediri. Thesis, Department of English Language
Education, Faculty of Tarbiyah and Teacher Training, State Islamic
University (UIN) Syekh Wasil Kediri. Advisors: (I) Erna Nurkholida,
M.Pd. (1) Annisa Aulia Saharani, M.Pd

Keywords: Merdeka Belajar Kampus Merdeka (MBKM), Academic Challenges,
Academic Responsibility Management, English Department Students

The Merdeka Belajar Kampus Merdeka (MBKM) is a higher education
policy in Indonesia that promotes flexible and experiential learning. In the
English Department of UIN Syekh Wasil Kediri, students participate in
programs such as internships and the AECI Thailand program, which provide
academic and professional experiences while also presenting academic
challenges. This study aims to examine the academic challenges faced by
students, the strategies used to manage them, and their impact on learning
outcomes.

This study employed a qualitative descriptive design conducted at the
English Department of UIN Syekh Wasil Kediri. The participants were ten
students who had participated in MBKM programs. Data were collected through
semi-structured interviews and analyzed thematically through data reduction,
data display, and conclusion drawing.

The findings show that students experienced multidimensional challenges,
including language barriers, adaptation difficulties, heavy workload, time
management issues, limited academic guidance, and psychological pressure. The
findings also reveal that students managed their academic responsibilities
through task prioritization, self-regulated learning, seeking support from others,
and utilizing digital tools during MBKM participation. The study concludes that
students participating in MBKM experienced various interconnected academic
challenges while also being required to manage their academic responsibilities
throughout the program.
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