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ABSTRACT

Muhammad Alif Raihan. Thesis Advisors Dr. Zaenatul Hakamah Lc., MA.Hum.
and H. Zainal Muttaqin, MA. Assessing Pluralism: A Comparative Study of Tafsir
al-Kashshaf and F1 Zilal al-Qur’an within The Framework of Religious Moderation.
Thesis, Study Program of al-Qur’an and Tafsir Science, Faculty of Ushuluddin and
Dakwabh, State Islamic Institute (IAIN) of Kediri 2025.

Keywords: Comparative tafsir, al-Kashshaf, F1 Zilal al-Qur’an, religious pluralism.

This research assesses the concept of religious pluralism through a
comparative study of two major Qur’anic exegeses: al-Kashshaf by al-Zamakhshari
and F1 Zilal al-Qur’an by Sayyid Qutb. Set against the backdrop of Indonesia’s
religiously diverse society, the study responds to growing tensions between
theological exclusivism and calls for social harmony. It aims to assess how these
two exegetes interpret Qur’anic verses related to religious diversity and pluralism,
and how their interpretations can inform a balanced Islamic approach to coexistence
without compromising doctrinal clarity.

The research applies a qualitative library-based method using the muqgaran
(comparative) approach. Several key verses on pluralism are selected and analyzed
through theological, social, and historical-cultural lenses. Al-Zamakhshari’s
interpretation reflects a rational and linguistic style rooted in the Mu‘tazilite
tradition, emphasizing the purity of tawhid while acknowledging previous
revelations. Sayyid Qutb, on the other hand, offers a socio-political perspective,
positioning Islam as a comprehensive system that resists religious relativism and
upholds ideological consistency within a plural context.

The findings show that both commentators firmly reject the notion of
theological pluralism that equates all religions as equally true. Instead, they affirm
Islam’s exclusivity as the final divine message while recognizing the need for
justice, compassion, and respectful engagement with others. This research
concludes that religious moderation (wasatiyyah) in Islam must be rooted in sound
theology and applied as an ethical framework that supports peaceful coexistence

without eroding the boundaries of Islamic belief.
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and clarity to complete this undergraduate  thesis  entitled,
“Assessing Pluralism: A Comparative Study of Tafsir al-Kashshaf and F1 Zilal al-
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The process of researching and writing this thesis has been both intellectually
stimulating and spiritually enriching. It has challenged me to reflect more deeply
on the ideals of justice, compassion, and coexistence as essential Islamic values. |
am profoundly grateful to everyone who has supported me throughout this

academic journey.
| wish to express my sincere appreciation to:
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Muhammad Alif Raihan



TRANSLITERATION GUIDELINES!

This thesis uses the transliteration system developed by the International

Journal of Middle East Studies (IJMES) for Arabic terms. Transliteration refers to

the representation of letters from one script into another, in this case, from the

Arabic script into the Latin alphabet using a standardized academic format.

Arabic-Latin Transliteration (IJMES System)

Arabic Letter Arabic Name Latin Equivalent
i Hamzah ’
Ba’ B
et
. Ta’ T
<
. Tha’ Th
<
Jim J
C
Ha’ H
C
. Kha’ Kh
C
5 Dal D
3 Dhal Dh
R R
J
. Zain Z
J
Sin S
J*

L “|JMES Transliteration System for Arabic, Persian and Turkish,” Cambridge University Press &
Assessment, accessed April 16, 2025, https://www.cambridge.org/core/services/aop-file-

manager/file/57d83390f6ea5a022234b400/transchart.pdf.




G

P Shin Sh
e Sad S
2 Dad D
b Ta T
5 za Z
¢ ‘Ain ¢
-& Ghain Gh
s Fa’ F
G Qaf Q
5 Kaf K
J Lam L
. Mim M
R Nin N
P Wau W
A Ha’ H
Ya’ Y




Short Vowels and Other Symbols

Arabic Symbol Name Latin Equivalent Notes
- Fathah a Short vowel
- Kasrah i Short vowel
> Dammah u Short vowel
< L Alif/maqstirah a Long vowel
< ya' —long 1 Long vowel
9 waw — long a Long vowel
s tanwin an,in,un Generally omitted
’ or simplified in use
’ sukiin - Not transliterated
’ shaddah Doubled letter e.g., shari‘ah, not

shari‘ah
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