CHAPTER1

INTRODUCTION

In this chapter.the researcher wants to present the sub-topic deal with
the title of the thesis. It consists of six sub-chapters, those are , background of
the study, research problem, objective of the study, the significance of the

study , scope and limitation and the definition of the key terms.

A. Background of the Study
Writing is a complex socio-cognitive process involving the
construction of recording message on paper or on some other material and
more recently, like on computer screen. ' Based on Lee and Vanpatten
said:
“...writing will be used as a generic term to refer to all the
various activities that involves transferring thought through
paper. Writing that focuses primarily on the conventions of
language form , i.e. grammatical or lexical structures, will be
termed transcription The term composition will refers to the
skills involved in effectwely developing and commumcatmg
an 1dea or making a point.””
Another statement from Richard and Renandya say , “Wntmg is
the most difficult skill for second language learners to master. The

difficulty lies not only in generating and organizing ideas, but also in
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translating these ideas into readable text”.” In addition , Hammer states
that “ Writing is a process that what we write is often heavily influenced
by the constraint of genres, and then these elements have to be present in
learning activities . We also must pay attention in content , format,
sentences structure, vocabulary, punctuation, spelling, etc.

In teaching writing is regarded as the most difficult and complex
language skill because it required extent of perception and involves
thingking process extensively. Disabilties in writing convince by the most
people caused by failure of teaching writing. > Harmer describes that the
reasons for teaching writing to students of English as a foreign language
include reinforcement, language development, learning style and, most
important, writing as a skill in its own right.®

Descriptive text is one of the genres in writing. It is though by
teacher in order to make students know how to decribe themsel;res and
their surrounding although it is still in a simple way. However, many
students have difficulties in writing descriptive text because the.teacher
only explains what the generic structure and the method how to write the
descriptive text, the teacher does not use any method or new ways to teach
the students. Therefore , the students will be unmotivated , bored , and

have difficulties in learning descriptive text. They also unable to recall and
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describe the things in a systematic order. Morever , they cannot describe
the part, qualities, and characteristics of things complitely."r

There are several previous study that used by researcher. They are:
a thesis “improving students’ ability in writing descriptive text using
clustering technique in SMPN 3 Blitar” in the academic 2013/2014 by
Muhammad Danang Zulkarnain. This research describes how the
clustering technique can improve students’ ability in writing descriptive
text. Based on his observation, he found students’ problem in writing skill
especially in writing descriptive text.

They were still confused about how make it and how to arrange the
words properly. The result was that all of the students go score under 75,
under the KKM. So to solve the problem the researcher used clustering
technique in two cycles then finally their score increase highly si@iﬁmt
before using clustering technique. The similarity is this research used
classroom action research by the technique and focus on 'writing
descriptive text. Then a thesis, “improving students’ writing skill of
descriptive text through question guide in SMAN 1 Ciputat Tanggerang
Selatan” in the academic 2011/2012 by Muhammad Bagus Nawawi. The
researcher describe in learning descriptive students have difficulties in
learning it. Students may be confused what they want to write. Although

they know the topic which has been given by the teacher. Therefore, in this
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study researcher will try to apply the guide question technique and this
model is expected to overcome the problem that occurs in the field. Based
on the researcher result, the application learning writing skill ( descriptive
text) by using question guided has improve in the end of cycle 3 the result
of the post test shows that almost 90 % students pass the KKM and almost
90% of students understand the material and through that question guided
made them easily in making descriptive text. The similarity of this
research is use classroom action research approach, used game anld focus
on writing descriptive text.

Based on the previous study the researcher tries to solve the
problems. It needs the creativity of teacher to use a suitable technique in
teaching writing, there are technique and methods in teaching learning
process that can motivate the students and the teacher to get the English
teaching effectively,for example by using a game, main mapping,
clustering technique, peer back etc.

Games may be used to motivate students and to creat a more
relaxing foreign language classes .Often students are involved in playing
the games and they don’t realize that they are practicing language. Games
facility help language learning to be more meaningful , for example by
showing how words relate to each other and more memorable,involving as
many approaches to how language is stored as possibble , such as mime
and movement , the use of colors, patterns, and personalizatic;n. The

teacher should give students new methode in order to make them




enjoyable , easy, and memorable about the material especially in writing
skill. In this case the writer wants to explain the new method in leaming
writing descriptive text using “Wholesome Scattering Game.”

Wholesome scattering game is a game which students predict the
content of passage and duplicate sentences by using single word that have
been given by the teacher. It was promoted by Natalie Hess on her book
entitle “Head Stars”, “ students on occasion not only predict the content of
the passage they are about to read, but also duplicate sentences , which
actually appear in it.”® Teacher might find that the first step of arranging
the words in weird and unusual ways is fun and takes quite a while, it is
worth the effort, students will not quickly forget these words.

Based on the explanation abeve , the writer is interesting in
conducting a research entitle “ Improving Students’ Ability In Writing
Descriptive Text Through Wholesome Scattering Game at the First

Grade of SMAN 1 Ngadiluwih.

B. Research Problem
Based on the statement in the background of the study described
above, the research problem is “How can the implementation of
wholesome scattering game improve the students’ ability in descriptive

text at first grade of SMAN 1 Ngadiluwih.”
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C. Objective of Study
Based on the reseach problem above, the objective of the study is
“To describe and analyze how wholesome scattering game can improve
the students’ ability in descriptive text at the first grade of SMAN 1

Ngadiluwih.”

D. Significance of The Study
The writer hopes that this research is accepted to be useful for students,
teacher, and future researchers.
1. The teacher
The result of this study is useful for English teachers at Senior
High School level to provide the information of the students’ writing
ability in descriptive text and to encourage English teacher to seek of
the students’ difficulties in writing descriptive text.
2. The students
The result of this is useful. It will give an input to the Students’
writing ability in descriptive text will be improve and to help students
in order to be able to write descriptive text easily.
3. For the writer or researcher .
The result of this is useful for further  researchers who are
interesting in teaching descriptive writing at senior high school level.
She will get new knowledge and experience in teaching writing text

using wholesome scattering game.




E. Scope and Limitation
Based on the background of the study above, the researcher limited
the research on the implementation of wholesome scattering game to
improve the students’ ability in writing descriptive text. This research took
the first grade students class X4 of SMAN 1 Ngadiluwih in the academic

year of 2014/2015.

F. Definition of Key Term
The key terms of this research are about: improving, writing, descriptive
text, wholesome scattering game.
1. Improving
Improving is to make or becoming better; making good use
something.” In other dictionary we can find the word improve
which means to make better in quality or to make more productive
to become better.
2. Writing
Writing is process gaining ideas and gets them down on paper.
It is done by students. Writing is transforming thoughts into
language; it means that we need to think about the content of our
writing first and then arrange the ideas using appropriate language
(e.g. grammar and vocabulary). Consequently we must learn about

organizational skills in writing.
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3. Descriptive text
Descriptive text is one of the genres in writing. It is thaugh by
teacher in order to make students know how to decribe themselves
and their surrounding although it is still in a simple way.
4. Wholesome scattering game
Wholesome scattering game is a game which students
predict the content of passage and duplicate sentences by using

single word that have been given by the teacher.




