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MOTTO 

 

"Allah tidak membebani seseorang melainkan sesuai dengan kesanggupannya Dia 

mendapat (pahala) dari (kebijakan) yang dikerjakannya dan mendapat (siksa) dari 

(kejahatan) yang diperbuatnya" 

(Q.S AI-Baqarah:286) 

 

"Maka sesungguhnya bersama kesulitan itu ada kemudahan. Sesungguhnya bersama 

kesulitan itu ada kemudahan" 

(Q.S Al-Insyirah: 5-6) 

 

"God has perfect timing, never early, never late. It takes a little patience and a lot of 

faith, but it's worth the wait" 
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ABSTRACT 

Syafa, Nabila Devi Asy. 2025. “The Problems Encountered by English Department 

Students in Speaking English (A Case Study at Fourth Semester of IAIN Kediri).” 

Thesis, Department of English Education, Faculty of Education, State Islamic 

Institute (IAIN) of Kediri. Advisor: (I) Nur Afifi, M. App. Ling, Ph. D (II) Ria 

Fakhrurriana, SPd.I, M.Pd. 

Keywords: English speaking course, Speaking difficulties, Learner strategies, Language 

learning. 

Speaking is a fundamental component of foreign language learning and is often 

considered the most challenging among the four language skills. It serves as a medium 

for conveying information, expressing ideas, and sharing emotions. This study aims to 

explore the speaking difficulties encountered by fourth-semester English department 

students at IAIN Kediri, the underlying factors contributing to these challenges, and 

strategies used to overcome them. 

This study employed a qualitative method using a descriptive case study approach. 

This approach was chosen to gain an in-depth understanding of the students’ experiences. 

The participants were fourth-semester English major at IAIN Kediri. Data were collected 

through questionnaires and interview. To ensure the validity of the data, triangulation 

techniques were applied.  

The findings show that students face various difficulties in speaking, namely the 

problem is fear mistakes, shyness, lack of pronounciation, lack of vocabulary, and the 

problem is nothing to say. To overcome these challenges, students employed several 

strategies, such as practicing speaking regularly, watching English-language media to 

improve vocabulary and comprehension, preparing materials before presentations, and 

engaging in conversations with peers or within English speaking communities. In 

addition, some students enhanced their vocabulary through reading, writing, and listening 

to English in meaningful contexts. These strategies have been shown to improve their 

fluency and confidence in speaking. 
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