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ABSTRACT

Khoiriyah, Ani Nurul, 2025. The Use of Concept Map to Improve the Eight Grade
Students’ Recount Text Writing Ability, Thesis. English Education
Department, Faculty of Tarbiyah, State Islamic Institute of Kediri.
Advisors: (1) Dr. Sri Wahyuni.,, M.Pd. and (2) Ossa Bodhi Tala
Sumanto, M.A.

Keywords: Concept Map, students writing ability, recount text.

This paper presents a study aimed at improving the writing skills of eighth-
grade students, specifiecally focusing on their ability to create recount texts. This
research was conducted because the researcher found out that writing is essential
skill yet hard to be mastered. The research highlights the challenges students face
in generating ideas and organizing them into coherent paragraphs that caused
reluctance to complete writing task that affected their performance against the
Minimum Mastery Criterion (KKM).

The design in this research was classroom action research (CAR) that was
conducted in a cycle. This method was choosen because it is appropriate for data
analysis and provides clean information in a narrartive manner also numeral. The
subject of this study was the eight-grade students of SMP Islam Sultan Agung
Plosoklaten especially VIII-B that consisted of 28 students. The data was obtained
through observation, interviews with the teacher (collabolator) and students,
preliminary test, and cycle 1 test.

To address these issues, the study proposes the use of concept maps as a
structured approach to facilitate idea generation and organization. The findings
indicate that students benefit from visualizing their thoughts through concept maps,
which helps them to better organize their ideas related to the given topic.
Furthermore, the students’ mean score before the aplication of concept map was
59.89 with only 5 students who passed the criteria of succes 75% students get 75
score minimally. While after the aplication of concept map the students mean score
was 81.07 with 25 students passed the minimum score. In conclusion, this research
contributes to the field of English education by providing insights into effective
strategies for improving writing skills among students, thereby encouraging them
to engage more actively in their writing tasks and achieve better academic outcomes.
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