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MOTTO
For indeed, with hardship [will be] ease.
Indeed, with hardship [will be] ease.
So when you have finished [your duties], then stand up [for worship].
And to your Lord direct [your] longing.”
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“We can’t learn without pain”
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ABSTRACT

Syarwatin, Utih. 2025. The Effectiveness of Small Group Discussion Compared to
Fishbowl Strategy in Teaching Reading Comprehension to the Tenth Grade
Students at SMAN 1 Purwoasri. Department of English Language
Education, Faculty of Tarbiyah, State Islamic Institute of Kediri. Advisors:
() Dr. Sri Wahyuni, M.Pd. and (1) H. Burhanudin Syaifulloh, M.Ed., Ph.D.

Keywords : Fishbowl Strategy, Reading Comprehension, Small Group Discussion

Reading is a fundamental skill in English. The process of reading
comprehension involves not just comprehending the words but also understanding
their meaning, purpose, and content. In the teaching of reading, teachers often
encounter several obstacles that students confront, such as a lack of enthusiasm for
learning or attention span, disinterest in lessons, difficulty in understanding the
content, and limited vocabulary knowledge. Therefore, teachers must find ways to
effectively engage students in reading comprehension, especially in recount text
material. One way to make students more interested in reading is to use small group
discussion as a learning strategy.This research aims to find significant differences
in students' reading comprehension between students who were taught using small
group discussion strategy and those who were taught using fishbow! strategy on
tenth grade in teaching reading comprehension at SMAN 1 Purwoasri. This is to
prove whether the small group discussion strategy compared to the fishbowl
strategy is effective or ineffective for teaching reading comprehension.

In this study, the researcher used a quasi- experimental research design. The
population of this research involves tenth grade students at SMAN 1 Purwoasri
academic year 2024/2025. The researcher used unrandomized sampling to take the
sample which is class X- 9, consisting of 34 students, was selected as the
experimental group, while class X-7, with 33 students, represented the control
group. This research instrument has been tested (Pre-test and Post-test) in a form
consist of 50 multiple choices among are 25 pre-test questions and 25 post- test
questions. To analyze the data, researchers used Analysis of Covariate (ANCOVA)
with the SPSS program version 22.

The results of the ANCOVA test shows that the significant value of 0.000
is less than 0.05. This is sufficient evidence for the null hypothesis (Ho) to be
rejected and the alternative hypothesis (Ha) to be accepted. Small Group Discussion
involved groups of 3-5 students collaborating, encouraging active participation and
peer interaction, which led to deeper engagement and better understanding of
recount texts. The Fishbowl Strategy splits the class into an inner circle of
discussants and an outer circle of observers, promoting reading and analytical skills
but limiting direct participation for many students. The study found that Small
Group Discussion was more effective than the Fishbowl Strategy in improving
tenth-grade students' reading comprehension at SMAN 1 Purwoastri.
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