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ABSTRACT 

Firdaus, Jihan Salsabilla, 2024. “Investigating Mobile Applications Usage of EFL 

Student in Learning English Speaking at IAIN Kediri” Thesis, English 

Department, Faculty of Tarbiyah State Islamic Institute (IAIN) Kediri. 

Advisors: (1) Nur Afifi M. App.Ling, Ph.D. (2) Renita Donasari M.Pd. 

 

Keywords: Mobile Assisted Language Learning (MALL), EFL students, English 

speaking skills, mobile applications 

 

 The use of mobile technology in learning, particularly Mobile-Assisted 

Language Learning (MALL), has become one of the innovations in the millennial era 

that helps students improve their language skills outside the formal learning 

environment. This study aims to investigate the use of mobile apps by EFL (English as 

a Foreign Language) students in learning English speaking skills at IAIN Kediri.  This 

study explores 5 popular mobile apps that have high ratings on the Google Play Store 

namely Cake App, Duolingo, ELSA Speak, Hello English, and Busuu Apps.  

 This study uses descriptive quantitative research. The population of this study is 

265 students in the sixth and eighth semesters who have taken the MALL course with a 

sample of 67 students. This research uses a questionnaire as the main instrument to 

collect the data and analyze data through computing data into SPSS 25. The focus of 

this research is to find the frequently used mobile applications and the benefits of using 

mobile applications for improving English speaking.  

 The findings show that mobile apps are frequently used by students in learning 

English with 79.4% of students using apps in the learning process. Duolingo is the most 

popular choice (53.7%), followed by ELSA (17.8%), Cake Apps (14.9%), Hello English 

(9%), and Busuu Apps (4.5%). Duolingo is preferred due to features such as 

pronunciation exercises, interactive dialogues, and personalized feedback. Duolingo is 

an app that helps students in self-learning, understanding the material, and expanding 

interaction with friends. Meanwhile, mobile apps that are commonly used to learn to 

speak anywhere and anytime, helping in acquiring and practicing new vocabulary are 

Duolingo and Cake Apps. Furthermore, Duolingo, Cake Apps, and ELSA are mobile 

applications that make more confident and have proven to improve speaking skills 

including pronunciation, fluency, vocabulary, grammar, and comprehension.  
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