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ABSTRACT

Sa’adah, Halimatus. 2024. Teaching Methods in The Implementation of
Kurikulum Merdeka and the Impact on Students’ Engagements. Thesis.
Department of English Language Education, Faculty of Tarbiyah, State
Islamic Institute (IAIN) of Kediri. Advisors: (I) Dr. Toyyibah, S.S.,M.Pd.
(11) Dr. Irma Khoirot Daulay, M.Hum.

Keywords: teaching methods and students’ engagements
One of the essential aspects in the implementation of the kurikulum

merdeka is how teachers implement student-centered teaching methods according
to student needs and interests. Surely, this aims to increase students’ engagements
in the learning process. In the context at vocational schools, students’ engagement
Is an effort to develop student understanding comprehensively and practically.
Thus, this study aims to identify the teaching methods in the kurikulum merdeka
implemented by English teacher at SMKS YP 17-01 Lumajang and how it
impacts on students’ engagements in three aspects, namely behavioral, emotional
and cognitive. In this implementation, this study explores how the implementation
of each teaching method, the factors are considered in the implementation of the
method and the strategies used by teacher in maximizing students’ engagements in
the learning process

To obtain data based on the research objectives above, this study utilizes
qualitative research with a case study design. Data are collected through
interviews with English teacher, observations of the learning process, and
examination of document that guide teachers in their teaching process, namely
teaching modules. The collected data are then analyzed using the methodology
described by John W. Creswell, following the steps of preparing and organizing
the data for analysis, exploring and coding the data, coding to build descriptions
and themes, representing and reporting qualitative findings, and interpreting the
findings.

The research findings indicate that the teacher implements three teaching
methods: project-based method, simulation method, and discussion method. This
study reveals that the learning activities presented by the teacher have impact on
students' behavioral engagement, such as their involvement in practical
assignments, participation in discussion sessions, and interactions fostered by
teachers through questions posed to students. Throughout the learning process,
various activities presented by teachers are related to the taught material and real-
life situations. Undoubtedly, it is engaged on students' emotional engagement. The
emotional engagement is reflected in students' enthusiasm in participating in
relevant learning processes aligned with their interests and needs. Subsequently,
in terms of cognitive engagement, students' understanding of the material is
identified through their independent efforts to seek out material sources,
answering quizzes from the teacher by appointment or voluntarily and apply it to
assigned tasks. Meanwhile, the teacher employs strategies such as directing
passive students and fostering interactive and collaborative communication.
Research findings indicate that practical, interactive, collaborative, and relevant
learning activities aligned with students' interests and needs positively impact
students’ engagements. Therefore, it is expected that teachers can design active
learning activities and facilitate students in applying material to real-life situations
to encourage active participation in the learning process
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