
 

 

TEACHING METHODS IN THE IMPLEMENTATION 

OF KURIKULUM MERDEKA AND THE IMPACT ON 

STUDENTS’ ENGAGEMENTS 

 
 

 

THESIS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By: 

HALIMATUS SA’ADAH 

NIM 22506026 

 

 

 

 

POSTGRADUATE PROGRAM  

STATE ISLAMIC INSTITUTE OF KEDIRI  

2024 

 

 



 

i 

TEACHING METHODS IN THE IMPLEMENTATION 

OF KURIKULUM MERDEKA AND THE IMPACT ON 

STUDENTS’ ENGAGEMENTS 

 
 

 

THESIS 

 

 

 
In Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for the Degree of Magister in English 

Language Education 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By: 

HALIMATUS SA’ADAH 

NIM 22506026 

 

 

POSTGRADUATE PROGRAM  

STATE ISLAMIC INSTITUTE OF KEDIRI  

2024 

 

 



https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download


 

iv 

MOTTO 

 

 

People are not born perfect, perfection is our effort. 

(habib Husein Ja’far Al hadar) 

 

  



 

v 

DEDICATION 

 

With deep gratitude, I dedicate this written work to: 

 

Allah SWT for all the blessings, guidance, and strength bestowed, and to Prophet 

Muhammad SAW as a noble example in life. 

 

My beloved parents, who always pray, support, and love unconditionally, as well 

as all family members who constantly provide encouragement and motivation 

throughout this academic journey. 

 

The all lectures who have guided, especially the thesis advisor, for the knowledge, 

direction, and patience given during the writing process. 

 

My classmates in the magister program, who have fought together and supported 

each other in overcoming every challenge during our studies. 

 

Thank you for every prayer, support, and invaluable solidarity. I offer this work as 

an expression of deep appreciation and gratitude. 

  



https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download


 

vii 

ABSTRACT 

Sa’adah, Halimatus. 2024. Teaching Methods in The Implementation of 

Kurikulum Merdeka and the Impact on Students’ Engagements. Thesis. 

Department of English Language Education, Faculty of Tarbiyah, State 

Islamic Institute (IAIN) of Kediri. Advisors: (I) Dr. Toyyibah, S.S.,M.Pd. 

(II) Dr. Irma Khoirot Daulay, M.Hum. 

Keywords: teaching methods and students’ engagements 

One of the essential aspects in the implementation of the kurikulum 

merdeka is how teachers implement student-centered teaching methods according 

to student needs and interests. Surely, this aims to increase students’ engagements 

in the learning process. In the context at vocational schools, students’ engagement 

is an effort to develop student understanding comprehensively and practically. 

Thus, this study aims to identify the teaching methods in the kurikulum merdeka 

implemented by English teacher at SMKS YP 17-01 Lumajang and how it 

impacts on students’ engagements in three aspects, namely behavioral, emotional 

and cognitive. In this implementation, this study explores how the implementation 

of each teaching method, the factors are considered in the implementation of the 

method and the strategies used by teacher in maximizing students’ engagements in 

the learning process 

To obtain data based on the research objectives above, this study utilizes 

qualitative research with a case study design. Data are collected through 

interviews with English teacher, observations of the learning process, and 

examination of document that guide teachers in their teaching process, namely 

teaching modules. The collected data are then analyzed using the methodology 

described by John W. Creswell, following the steps of preparing and organizing 

the data for analysis, exploring and coding the data, coding to build descriptions 

and themes, representing and reporting qualitative findings, and interpreting the 

findings. 

The research findings indicate that the teacher implements three teaching 

methods: project-based method, simulation method, and discussion method. This 

study reveals that the learning activities presented by the teacher have impact on 

students' behavioral engagement, such as their involvement in practical 

assignments, participation in discussion sessions, and interactions fostered by 

teachers through questions posed to students. Throughout the learning process, 

various activities presented by teachers are related to the taught material and real-

life situations. Undoubtedly, it is engaged on students' emotional engagement. The 

emotional engagement is reflected in students' enthusiasm in participating in 

relevant learning processes aligned with their interests and needs. Subsequently, 

in terms of cognitive engagement, students' understanding of the material is 

identified through their independent efforts to seek out material sources, 

answering quizzes from the teacher by appointment or voluntarily and apply it to 

assigned tasks. Meanwhile, the teacher employs strategies such as directing 

passive students and fostering interactive and collaborative communication. 

Research findings indicate that practical, interactive, collaborative, and relevant 

learning activities aligned with students' interests and needs positively impact 

students’ engagements. Therefore, it is expected that teachers can design active 

learning activities and facilitate students in applying material to real-life situations 

to encourage active participation in the learning process 



 

viii 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

Alhamdulillah, all phraises to Allah who has given guidance and blessings, so I 

am able to finish this thesis properly. Peace and salutation are always given to the 

last Prophet Muhammad SAW. Subsequently, I would like to express my 

appreciation and thank to those who have a great contribution in helping me 

finishing this thesis. It is my pleasure to acknowledge: 

1. Dr. Wahidul Anam, M.Ag as the rector of State Institute for Islamic 

Studies (IAIN) Kediri. 

2. Prof. Dr. H. Moh. Asror Yusuf, M.Ag., the Director of Postgraduate IAIN 

Kediri. 

3. Dr. Toyyibah, M.Pd., the Head of English Department IAIN Kediri and 

also the advisor in writing the thesis. Thank you for your time, thoughtful 

input, guidance, and encouragement, which have been instrumental in the 

completion of my thesis. 

4. Dr. Irma Khoirot Daulay, M.Hum, the advisor in writing the thesis. the 

time, great contribution, guidance and support to finish my thesis 

5. All my lecturers in postgraduate of IAIN Kediri. 

6. I would like to express my gratitude to my family members, especially my 

parents and siblings, for their support 

7. The teachers of SMKS YP 17-01 Lumajang, especially Mr. Fafa as the 

object of the research and for providing place to carry out research and 

provide ideas and motivation in the research process. 

8. All my classmates of TBI Postgraduate who has accompanied me and 

through the process together. 

At last, the author realizes that this thesis still is still far from perfect. 

Thesuggestions and critics for the author are very welcomed. Hopefully, this 

thesis can be useful for us and become the input for the parties in need. and May 

Allah SWT blesses them all,Amiin. 

Kediri, December 2
nd

, 2024 

The Researcher 

 

Halimatus Sa’adah 

22506026  



 

ix 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

COVER ........................................................................................................... i 

APPROVAL PAGE ....................................................................................... ii 

RATIFICATION SHEET ............................................................................. iii 

MOTTO .......................................................................................................... iv 

DEDICATION ................................................................................................ v 

DECLARATION OF AUTHENTICITY ..................................................... vi 

ABSTRACT .................................................................................................... vii 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ............................................................................. viii 

TABLE OF CONTENTS ............................................................................... ix 

LIST OF TABLES ......................................................................................... x 

LIST OF FIGURES ....................................................................................... xii 

LIST OF APPENDICES ............................................................................... xiii 

CHAPTER 1 INTRODUCTION .................................................................. 1 

A. Background of the Study ...................................................................... 1 

B. Research Problem................................................................................. 6 

C. The Purpose of the Study ..................................................................... 6 

D. The Significance of Study .................................................................... 7 

E. Scope and Limitation of Study ............................................................. 7 

F. Definition of Key Term ........................................................................ 8 

CHAPTER II LITERATURE REVIEW ..................................................... 10 

A. Teaching Method ................................................................................. 10 

B. Kurikulum Merdeka ............................................................................. 16 

C. Students’ Engagements ........................................................................ 19 

D. Previous Studies ................................................................................... 20 

CHAPTER III RESEARCH METHODOLOGY ....................................... 23 

A. Research Design ................................................................................... 23 

B. Research Subject .................................................................................. 23 

C. Data Collection Method ....................................................................... 24 

D. Research Instrument ............................................................................. 24 

E. Data Analysis ....................................................................................... 28 

F. Triangulation ........................................................................................ 29 



 

x 

 

CHAPTER IV DATA PRESENTATION AND RESEARCH FINDING . 31 

A. Data Presentation ................................................................................. 31 

B. Research Findings ................................................................................ 43 

1. Teaching method in implementing Kurikulum Merdeka ............... 43 

2. Teaching Methods on the Students Engagement ........................... 49 

a. Behavioral Engagement ........................................................... 49 

b. Emotional Engagement ............................................................ 51 

c. Cognitive engagement .............................................................. 52 

CHAPTER V DISCUSSION ......................................................................... 54 

A. Teaching method in implementing Kurikulum Merdeka ..................... 54 

B. Teaching Methods on the Students Engagement ................................. 55 

1. Behavioral Engagement ................................................................. 56 

2. Emotional Engagement .................................................................. 57 

3. Cognitive engagement .................................................................... 58 

CHAPTER VI CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS ............................. 60 

A. Conclusion ........................................................................................... 60 

B. Suggestions .......................................................................................... 61 

1. For teachers .................................................................................... 61 

2. For the further researcher ............................................................... 61 

REFERENCES ............................................................................................... 62 

APPENDICES ................................................................................................ 77 

  



 

xi 

LIST OF TABLES 

 

Table 3.1 Observation sheet of teaching method ............................................. 25 

Table 3.2 Blueprint of observation on students’ engagement .......................... 26 

Table 3.3 Blueprint of interview ...................................................................... 27 

  



 

xii 

LIST OF FIGURES 

 

Figure 3.1 The Qualitative Process of Data Analysis according to John W. 

Creswell............................................................................................................ 31 

Figure 4. 1 Framework of Teaching Methods Implemented by the Teacher on 

Students’ Engagements .................................................................................... 54 

  



 

xiii 

LIST OF APPENDICES 

 

Appendix 1 Institution Profile .......................................................................... 80 

Appendix 2 Teaching Module .......................................................................... 82 

Appendix 3 Interview Guide ............................................................................ 92 

Appendix 4 Observation Sheet (Students’ Engagements) ............................... 93 

Appendix 5 Transcript of Interviews result ..................................................... 97 

Appendix 6 Statement Letter of Having Conducted Research ........................ 105 

Appendix 7 Documentation ............................................................................. 106 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


	930b48c8d73b8451d70d40caedcc906ffe622c440c9b3319ae2dcef1a0e90c77.pdf
	02bf69b251b192fb31c52eab511f8f001b88bbf5b2d310dad0b35369fb1700ae.pdf
	02bf69b251b192fb31c52eab511f8f001b88bbf5b2d310dad0b35369fb1700ae.pdf

	CamScanner 12-27-2024 11.15
	CamScanner 12-27-2024 11.35
	930b48c8d73b8451d70d40caedcc906ffe622c440c9b3319ae2dcef1a0e90c77.pdf
	02bf69b251b192fb31c52eab511f8f001b88bbf5b2d310dad0b35369fb1700ae.pdf

	CamScanner 12-27-2024 11.18
	930b48c8d73b8451d70d40caedcc906ffe622c440c9b3319ae2dcef1a0e90c77.pdf
	02bf69b251b192fb31c52eab511f8f001b88bbf5b2d310dad0b35369fb1700ae.pdf


