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ABSTRACT 

KHASANAH, MAIDATUL, 2023, “The Impementataion of Merdeka Belajar 

Curriculum in EFL Class in Vocational High School Kartanegara Wates”, 

Department of English Language Education, School of Graduate Program, 

State Islamic Institute of Kediri, Advisors: 1. Nur Afifi, M. App. Ling. Ph. 

D. 2. Dr. Toyyibah. SS. M.Pd. 

Keywords: Merdeka Belajar Curriculum, Teachers’ Perception, Students’ 

Perceptions. 

The Merdeka Belajar Curriculum is a new innovation in the world of 

education launched by the government to improve the quality of learning. The 

Merdeka Belajar Curriculum has been applied to all levels of education. This study 

aims to find out how the implementation of the Merdeka Belajar Curriculum in 

English learning at vocational high schools, to find out the perceptions of teachers 

in implementing the Merdeka Belajar Curriculum in English learning at vocational 

high schools, and to find out the perceptions of students in implementation of 

Merdeka Belajar Curriculum in EFL classes.    

The method used is descriptive qualitative method with a case study 

approach. The source of data from this study was English teachers and students at 

Vocational High School Kartanegara Wates. Observation and interview guidelines 

are the methods of collecting data in this study. In analyzing the data, this study 

uses transcripts from video observation recordings and analyzes the results of 

interviews with teachers and students. The next stage is to categorize the results of 

observations from interviews according to the flow of learning objectives. 

The results showed that the implementation of the Merdeka Belajar 

Curriculum consisted of opening classes, core activities, and closing. In the opening 

class, there is a warm-up, student preparation, and material preparation. In the core 

activities there are Building Knowledge of the Field (BKoF), Modeling of the Text 

(MoT), Join Construction of the Text (JcoT), and Independent Construction of the 

Text (IcoT) activities. In closing the teacher reviewed the material that had been 

presented and explained the agenda for the next meeting. The teacher's perception 

of the implementation of the Merdeka Belajar Curriculum is that teachers can apply 

this curriculum well. Teachers can carry out learning in class more flexibly. 

Teachers can explore students' needs in learning so that they can help increase 

students' potential talents. The student's perception of implementing the Merdeka 

Belajar Curriculum is that this curriculum is here to help them grow their talents. 

Students can learn happily because they feel that the learning process applied is 

very easy to accept.    

 

 

 



 

viii 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

Bismillahirrahmaanirrahiim 

In the name of God, Allah SWT has given us Blessing wherever we are, so we do 

everything the best that is like what God wants, Peace and Blessing be upon our 

beloved Prophet Muhammad SAW, who has guided us into a bright future, namely 

Islamic Religion.  

This thesis would not have been completed without any support, helps, and prays 

from many people. Thus, I would like to express my deepest gratitude to the 

following people: 

1. Dr. Wahidul Anam, M. Ag. the rector of State Islamic Institute of Kediri. 

2. Prof. Dr. Moh. Asror Yusuf, M. Ag., the director of Postgraduate of State 

Islamic Institute of Kediri. 

3. Dr. Toyyibah. SS., M. Pd., the chief of Postgraduate English Department State 

Islamic Institute of Kediri. 

4. My advisors, Mrs. Dr. Toyyibah. SS., M. Pd and Mrs. Nur Afifi. M. App. Ling. 

Ph. D.  Thank you for your time, guidance, the suggestion to finish my thesis. 

5. All my lecturers in Postgraduate of IAIN Kediri 

6. All the Academic Office Staff and Library of IAIN Kediri always help me finish 

my thesis. 

7. My parents, family, and my closer friends always support, motivate, and always 

send prayers to finish my thesis. 

8. All my friends of TBI Postgraduate who has helped me and give me support 

during finish this thesis. 

May Allah bless them all. Aamiin. 

                                                                                            Kediri, 26 July 2023 

                                                                                            The researcher 

 

 

                                                                                           Maidatul Khasanah 

                                                                                           NIM. 21506004 

 



 

ix 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

TITLE............................................................................................................  i 

DECLARATION OF AUTHENTICITY ..................................................  ii 

APPROVAL PAGE ...................................................................................  iii 

RATIFICATION SHEET .........................................................................  iv 

MOTTO .......................................................................................................  v 

DEDICATION ............................................................................................  vi 

ABSTRACT ...............................................................................................  vii 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS .......................................................................  viii 

TABLE OF CONTENTS ...........................................................................  ix 

LIST OF TABLE........................................................................................  xi 

LIST OF APPEDICES .............................................................................  xii 

CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION 

A. Background of the Study .......................................................................... 1 

B. Research Question ...................................................................................  4 

C. Objectives the Study ...............................................................................  4 

D. Significance of the Study ........................................................................  4 

E. Scope and Limitation of the Study ..........................................................  5 

F. Definition of Key Terms .........................................................................  5 

CHAPTER II REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE  

A. Curriculum in General.............................................................................  9 

B. Curriculum in Indonesia ........................................................................  10 

C. Merdeka Belajar Curriculum ................................................................  12 

D. Implementation of Merdeka Belajar Curriculum in Reality .................  14 

E. Evaluation of the Implementation of  Merdeka Belajar Curriculum ..... 17 

F. Teacher’s Responds on the Implementation of   

Merdeka Belajar Curriculum ................................................................  18 

G. Previous Studies ....................................................................................  19  

 

  



 

x 

 

CHAPTER III RESEARCH METHOD 

A. Research Design ....................................................................................  25 

B. Data Sources..........................................................................................  25 

C. Data Collection Method ......................................................................... 26 

D. Research Instrument ..............................................................................  29 

E. Data Analysis ......................................................................................... 30 

CHAPTER IV RESEARCH FINDINGS 

A. General Data Description of Vocational High  

School Kartanegara Wates  ..................................................................  32 

B. The Implementation of Merdeka Belajar Curriculum in  

Vocational High School ........................................................................  34 

C. Teachers’ Perceptions on the Implementation of  

Merdeka Belajar Curriculum in Vocational High School ....................  45 

D. Students’ Perceptions on the Implementation of  

Merdeka Belajar Curriculum in EFL Class ..........................................  56 

CHAPTER V DISCUSSION 

A. The Implementation of  Merdeka Belajar Curriculum  

in EFL Class at Vocational High School Kartanegara Wates ............  64 

B. Teachers’ Perceptions in the Implementation of   

Merdeka Belajar Curriculum in Teaching English 

in Vocational High School ...................................................................  66 

C. Students’ Perceptions in the Implementation of   

Merdeka Belajar Curriculum in EFL Class .........................................  68 

CHAPTER VI CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

A. Conclusion.......................................................................................  70 

B. Suggestion .......................................................................................  72 

REFFERENCES .......................................................................................  74 

APPENDIXES ...........................................................................................  79 

 

 



 

xi 

 

LIST OF TABLE 

Table 3.1 Observation Checklist ................................................................  27 

Table 3.2 Interview Guideline (Teacher) ...................................................  28 

Table 3.3 Interview Guideline (Student) ....................................................  29 

Table 3.4 The Coding .................................................................................  30 

Table 4.1 Building Knowledge of the Field (BKoF) ..................................  38 

Table 4.2 Modelling of the Text (MoT) .....................................................  40 

Table 4.3 Join Construction of the Text (JCoT) .........................................  42 

Table 4.4 Independent Construction of the Text (ICoT) ............................  43 

Table 4.5 Teachers’ Perceptions in the Implementation of  

Merdeka Belajar Curriculum......................................................  49 

Table 4.6 Teachers’ Readiness in the Implementation of  

Merdeka Belajar Curriculum......................................................  51 

Table 4.7 Teachers’ Problems in the Implementation of  

Merdeka Belajar Curriculum......................................................  55 

Table 4.8 Students’ Perceptions in the Implementation of  

Merdeka Belajar Curriculum......................................................  60 

Table 4.9 Students’ Problems in the Implementation of  

Merdeka Belajar Curriculum......................................................  62 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

xii 

 

LIST OF APPENDICES 

Appendix 1 Observation Checklist ............................................................  80 

Appendix 2 Interview Guideline (Teacher) ...............................................  80 

Appendix 3 Interview (Teacher) ................................................................  81 

Appendix 4 Interview Guideline (Student) ................................................  82 

Appendix 5 Interview (Student) .................................................................  82 

Appendix 6 Lesson Plan .............................................................................  82 

Appendix 7 CP, TP, & ATP .....................................................................  103 

Appendix 8 Time Alocation .....................................................................  131 

Appendix 9 The Result of Observation Video .........................................  132 

Appendix 10 The Result of Observation Checklist ..................................  136 

Appendix 11 The Result of Teacher’s Interview  ....................................  137 

Appendix 12 The Result of Student’s Interview  .....................................  145 

Appendix 13 Documentation  ..................................................................  161 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


