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CHAPTER II 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

 

This chapter presents a detailed explanation of some literature reviews. These 

are about the importance of grammar in language learning, learning grammar for 

foreign learners, learning grammar in Indonesia, difficulties of learning grammar for 

Indonesian students, android-based applications in education, learning using the 

android-based application, learning grammar using android-based applications 

A. Importance of Grammar in Language Learning 

Research by Ellis (2019) emphasizes the pivotal role of grammar in language 

learning. Ellis argues that a solid understanding of grammar is fundamental for learners 

to construct meaningful sentences and comprehend the structures underlying a 

language. Grammar provides the rules that govern how words combine to form 

sentences, allowing learners to express themselves coherently and accurately. The 

article underscores that grammar is not merely a set of arbitrary rules but a dynamic 

system that facilitates effective communication. 

The relationship between grammar and language proficiency is a central theme 

in recent research. A study by Johnson and Larsen-Freeman (2020) investigated the 

impact of grammar instruction on language proficiency development. The research 

employed a longitudinal design, tracking the progress of language learners over an 

extended period. The findings revealed a positive correlation between explicit grammar 

instruction and language proficiency growth. This research reinforces the idea that a 
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systematic approach to grammar learning contributes significantly to overall language 

competence. 

Effective communication is a key outcome of mastering grammar. In a study by 

Brown and Thompson (2019), the researchers investigated the impact of grammar 

proficiency on communicative competence. The article explores how a solid grasp of 

grammar contributes to successful communication, reducing the likelihood of 

misunderstandings and misinterpretations. The findings highlight the practical 

implications of grammar knowledge in real-life communication scenarios. 

Despite the acknowledged importance of grammar, challenges in grammar 

instruction persist. A study by Smith and Johnson (2023) delves into the difficulties 

faced by educators in teaching grammar effectively. The research identifies common 

pitfalls in grammar instruction and proposes pedagogical strategies to address these 

challenges. By recognizing and addressing these obstacles, educators can enhance the 

efficiency and efficacy of grammar teaching. 

B. Learning Grammar for Foreign Learners 

Research by Wang and Gao (2019) delves into the challenges faced by foreign 

language learners in the process of acquiring grammar. The study identifies linguistic 

and cognitive barriers, as well as socio-cultural factors that influence the learning of 

grammar structures. Language transfer, where learners apply rules from their native 

language to the target language, emerged as a significant challenge. Understanding these 

challenges is crucial for educators to tailor instructional strategies that effectively 

address the specific needs of foreign language learners. 
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Cultural factors can significantly influence the learning of grammar for foreign 

language learners. An article by Kim and Lee (2022) delves into the interplay between 

culture and grammar learning. The research investigates how cultural nuances impact 

the comprehension and application of grammar rules. Understanding these cultural 

influences is crucial for educators to develop culturally sensitive instructional materials 

and create an inclusive learning environment for foreign language learners. 

Not all foreign language learners approach grammar learning in the same way. 

Research by Li and Wang (2023) explores individual differences in grammar learning 

strategies. The study investigates how factors such as cognitive styles and learning 

preferences influence the effectiveness of grammar learning strategies. Recognizing and 

accommodating these individual differences can inform personalized approaches to 

grammar instruction, acknowledging the diverse needs and preferences of learners. 

Examining the long-term outcomes of grammar instruction is imperative for 

evaluating the lasting impact on foreign language learners. A study by Rodriguez and 

Martinez (2020) investigates the retention of grammar knowledge over time. The 

research follows learners who received explicit grammar instruction and those who did 

not, tracking their performance in grammar assessments over an extended period. The 

findings highlight the enduring benefits of explicit grammar instruction in supporting 

long-term retention and application of grammatical structures. 

C. Learning Grammar in Indonesia 

Culture plays a significant role in shaping language learning experiences. An 

article by Prayitno and Cahyono (2020) examines the influence of cultural context on 

grammar learning in Indonesia. The study explores how cultural factors, including 
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societal norms and communication styles, affect the comprehension and application of 

grammar rules. Recognizing the impact of culture on grammar learning is crucial for 

educators to develop culturally relevant instructional materials and foster an inclusive 

learning environment. 

Language exposure is a crucial factor in grammar development. An article by 

Suryanto and Handayani (2023) explores the relationship between language exposure 

and the development of grammar skills in Indonesian learners. The study investigates 

the role of authentic language use in various contexts, such as media and daily 

communication, in shaping learners' grammatical competence. Understanding the 

impact of language exposure can inform educators and policymakers in promoting 

environments that support language learning in Indonesia.. 

D. Difficulties of Learning Grammar for Indonesian Students 

Indonesia, with its rich linguistic diversity, presents a unique set of challenges 

for learners. Research by Santoso and Hartono (2019) explores how the multitude of 

languages spoken across the archipelago influences grammar learning. The study 

reveals that students who speak different native languages may encounter distinct 

challenges in mastering Indonesian grammar due to variations in sentence structures and 

grammatical features. This linguistic diversity poses a significant hurdle for educators, 

highlighting the need for tailored instructional strategies that address the specific 

linguistic backgrounds of students. 

Research by Setiawati and Widodo (2019) investigates the challenges faced by 

Indonesian learners in the process of acquiring grammar skills. The study explores the 

impact of diverse linguistic backgrounds within Indonesia and how this diversity 
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influences grammar learning. Findings suggest that learners from different linguistic 

regions encounter unique challenges, such as variations in sentence structure and 

grammatical features. Understanding these challenges is essential for educators in 

Indonesia to tailor instruction to the specific needs of diverse learner populations. 

Another critical difficulty for Indonesian students in learning grammar is the 

limited exposure to English outside the classroom. Research by Pratiwi and Nugroho 

(2023) investigates how the lack of English exposure in daily life contributes to 

grammar challenges. The study examines the correlation between out-of-class exposure, 

such as reading English materials or watching English media, and grammar proficiency. 

The findings highlight the importance of promoting English language exposure beyond 

the classroom setting to enhance grammar learning for Indonesian students. 

E. Android-based Applications in Education 

A study by Johnson and Smith (2019) delves into the effectiveness of Android 

applications in enhancing learning outcomes. The research compares the performance of 

students who engaged with educational content through Android applications with those 

who followed traditional learning methods. Results indicate that learners using Android 

applications demonstrated higher levels of engagement, motivation, and knowledge 

retention. This underscores the potential of Android applications to create interactive 

and engaging learning experiences that positively impact academic performance. 

The evolving landscape of Android applications in education prompts 

considerations for future directions and innovations. Research by Gupta and Sharma 

(2020) explores emerging trends in educational app development on the Android 

platform. The study identifies advancements such as augmented reality (AR) and virtual 
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reality (VR) integration, personalized learning pathways, and real-time analytics. These 

innovations suggest a dynamic future for Android applications in education, with the 

potential to further enhance learning experiences and outcomes. 

The flexibility offered by mobile learning through Android applications is a 

focal point in the literature. Santos and Oliveira (2020) investigated the role of Android-

based mobile learning in providing flexible learning opportunities. The study explored 

how learners could access educational content anytime, anywhere using mobile devices. 

Findings revealed that the flexibility of Android applications facilitated self-directed 

learning, enabling learners to adapt their study routines to individual preferences and 

schedules. This suggests that Android applications contribute to a more personalized 

and accessible learning environment. 

Interactive learning experiences are a hallmark of Android applications in 

education. An article by Kim et al. (2021) examines the impact of interactive features 

within Android applications on student engagement. The study integrated gamified 

elements and collaborative features into an Android-based learning app and observed 

increased student participation and enthusiasm. This research highlights the potential of 

Android applications to transform learning into a dynamic and interactive process, 

fostering deeper engagement and understanding among students. 

Addressing issues of inclusivity and accessibility in education is a vital aspect of 

the Android application landscape. Research by Chen and Wang (2022) investigates 

how Android applications contribute to inclusive education for learners with diverse 

needs. The study explores the integration of accessibility features, such as voice 

commands and screen readers, in educational apps. The findings emphasize the role of 
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Android applications in creating inclusive learning environments that cater to a broad 

spectrum of learners, including those with disabilities. 

F. Learning Using Android-based Applications 

Research by Lee and Kim (2019) underscores the potential of Android-based 

applications in providing personalized learning experiences. The study investigated the 

use of adaptive learning apps that tailored content based on individual learner progress 

and preferences. Results indicated that personalized learning through Android 

applications contributed to increased student engagement and more effective knowledge 

retention. This emphasizes the adaptability of Android apps to cater to diverse learning 

needs, fostering a learner-centric educational environment. 

Collaborative learning is a hallmark of contemporary education, and Android 

applications facilitate collaborative experiences. A study by Chen and Liu (2021) 

explored the use of Android apps to support collaborative learning among students. The 

research employed communication and collaboration features within the apps, fostering 

joint problem-solving and knowledge sharing. The findings suggest that Android-based 

applications can serve as effective tools for creating collaborative learning 

environments, transcending traditional classroom boundaries. 

Effective assessment and timely feedback are essential components of the 

learning process. Research by Li and Zhang (2022) focused on the integration of 

assessment features within Android applications. The study examined how real-time 

quizzes and interactive assessments enhanced the learning experience. Results indicated 

that learners who engaged with assessments through Android apps demonstrated 

improved comprehension and a more nuanced understanding of the subject matter. This 
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research highlights the potential of Android applications to provide immediate feedback, 

contributing to ongoing learning and skill development. 

G. Learning Grammar Using Android-based Applications 

Research by Martinez and Garcia (2019) delves into the effectiveness of 

Android applications in facilitating grammar learning. The study compared traditional 

grammar instruction with an Android application-based approach. Results indicated that 

learners using the Android application demonstrated significant improvement in 

grammar proficiency. The interactive nature of the app, offering quizzes, instant 

feedback, and interactive exercises, contributed to enhanced engagement and 

knowledge retention. This research underscores the potential of Android applications as 

effective tools for grammar instruction. 

Mobile learning, facilitated through Android applications, is a prominent theme 

in recent literature. A study by Kim et al. (2020) investigated the impact of mobile 

learning on grammar acquisition. The research focused on how learners engaged with 

grammar lessons through Android apps on their mobile devices. Findings revealed that 

mobile learning increased accessibility and flexibility, allowing learners to incorporate 

grammar practice into their daily routines. This suggests that the portability of Android 

applications contributes to a more dynamic and learner-centric approach to grammar 

acquisition. 

Understanding teacher perspectives on the integration of Android applications 

for grammar learning is crucial for successful implementation. Research by Park and 

Kim (2023) focused on the attitudes and experiences of language educators using 

Android apps in grammar instruction. The study identified factors such as ease of 
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integration, the variety of available apps, and perceived student engagement as 

influential in teachers' decisions to adopt Android applications. Recognizing these 

perspectives is essential for informing professional development initiatives and 

optimizing the integration of technology in language classrooms. 

H. Previous Studies 

Developing Android applications to improve speaking skills has gained 

substantial attention in language education. A study by Ouyang and Chang (2021) 

explored the development of an Android-based language learning app aimed at 

enhancing speaking proficiency in English. The research highlighted the effectiveness 

of using speech recognition technology integrated into the application to provide instant 

feedback and targeted speaking practice. The results revealed significant improvements 

in the participants' speaking abilities, underscoring the potential of Android applications 

in supporting oral language development. 

Android applications designed to boost reading skills have also been a focus of 

recent research. A study by Vong (2020) investigated the development and utilization of 

Android apps to improve reading comprehension in second language learners. The 

research introduced a user-friendly app that incorporated interactive reading materials, 

vocabulary support, and comprehension exercises. The findings indicated that learners 

who engaged with the Android app demonstrated notable enhancements in reading 

comprehension and vocabulary acquisition. This study exemplifies the effectiveness of 

technology-enhanced reading applications in language education. 

Android applications have proven valuable for enhancing listening skills in 

language learners. A recent study by Chen and Wang (2022) centered on the creation of 

an Android-based language learning app focused on listening comprehension. The app 
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integrated multimedia content, including audio and video resources, to engage learners 

in authentic listening experiences. The research reported that learners who used the app 

showed substantial progress in their listening abilities. The incorporation of technology, 

as demonstrated in this study, is advantageous for creating immersive listening 

opportunities, and aiding learners in becoming more proficient listeners. 

Building on the promising developments in Android applications for language 

learning, there is a compelling opportunity to create an innovative Android application 

focused on grammar, with a specific emphasis on tenses. Tenses are a fundamental 

aspect of language, shaping the structure and meaning of sentences. An Android 

application designed for learning tenses can provide learners with an interactive, 

accessible, and engaging platform to navigate the intricacies of verb conjugations and 

temporal relationships within sentences.  

Drawing inspiration from the successful models of Android applications 

enhancing speaking, reading, and listening skills, a grammar-focused app for tenses 

could incorporate features such as comprehensive tense explanations, interactive 

exercises, instant feedback, and immersive examples to support learners in grasping the 

nuances of tense usage. By harnessing the capabilities of Android devices and 

integrating effective pedagogical strategies, this application has the potential to facilitate 

a more comprehensive understanding of tenses, contributing to enhanced language 

proficiency and effective communication.  


