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ABSTRACT

Ningtyas, Nindita Rosmalinda. 2016. Perceptual Learning Styles of English
Department Students of STAIN Kediri. Thesis, English Department,
Faculty of Education, Undergraduate Program, State College for Islamic
Studies (STAIN) Kediri, Advisors: (1) Drs. Agus Edi Winarto, M.Pd (2)
Chothibul Umam, M.Pd

Key Words: Learning Styles, Perceptual Learning Styles, Visual, Auditory,
Kinesthetic, Tactile

Learning style is a process to obtain information or knowledge that based
on the individuals® ways. It is one of the main factors that can help determine how
well students learn a language. Students will learn well and effectively by using
their learning style that is appropriate with them. It can influence their proficiency
and academic achievement. If students learn something, they are usually prone to
perceive the information with their sense firstly. The preference of individual to
perceive and retain the information using one of the human senses is called
perceptual learning style. Perceptual learning styles consist of four learning styles.
They are visual, auditory, kinesthetic, and tactile learning styles. The aim of this
study is to know the perceptual learning styles, the similarities, the differences of
perceptual learning styles among good, average, and poor students.

This study uses qualitative method. The research design of this study is
descriptive qualitative. The subject of this study is the sixth semester students of
English Department of STAIN Kediri that categorizing into good, average, and
poor students. The researcher uses questionnaire as instruments. The
questionnaire is Perceptual Learning Style Preference Questionnaire (PLSPQ) that
used to know the students’ perceptual learning styles. The researcher also uses
perceptual learning styles rubric as the guidance in scoring the students’
perceptual learning styles. Describing the result of the data is used to analyze the
data.

The result showed that the sixth semester students have various perceptual
learning styles. It can be proved that 16.22% of good students are visual learners,
35.13% are auditory learners, 27.03% are kinesthetic learners, and 21.62% are
tactile learners. For average students, 17.54% are visual learners, 33.33% are
auditory learners, 21.06% are kinesthetic learners, and 28.07% are tactile learners.
Furthermore, 0% of poor students are visual learners, 50% are auditory learners,
33.33% are kinesthetic learners, and 16.67% are tactile learners. In addition, there
are some similarities and differences of perceptual learning style among good,
average, and poor students. Those similarities are the majority of students are
auditory learners, the minority is visual learners, almost of them have major and
some of them have minor learning style preference. The differences are the
amount of kinesthetic and tactile learners, and one of tactile and visual learners
have negligible learning style preference. However, more research is needed to
support the findings and discover more about perceptual learning styles.
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