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ABSTRACT

MUAYYADAH, ASRORUL. 2024. Teachers’ Experiences in Implementing
Merdeka Curriculum at MTs. Al Qudsiyah Tuban: Challenges and
Strategies. Thesis. Department of English Language Education. Faculty
of Tarbiyah. IAIN Kediri. Advisors (1) Drs. Agus Edi Winarto, M.Pd. and
(2) Dr. Dewi Nur Suci. S.S, M.Pd.

Keywords: Curriculum Merdeka, Challenges, Strategies

The Merdeka Curriculum is the curriculum that gave educators the freedom
to create a quality teaching and learning process that suited the needs and
environment of learners. Accodingly, the teachers still find problems to implement
this curriculum into the teachers practice. However, this research aims to analyze
the implementation of the Merdeka Curriculum, the challenges, and the strategies
used in implementing the Merdeka curriculum at MTs Al Qudsiyah Tuban.

This research used a qualitative research design, and the data was analyzed
descriptively. This research involves two English teachers who taught in the seventh
grade at MTs Al Qudsiyah Tuban. Observation and documentation use to collecting
data with direct observation, the supported by the presence of document to increase
accurancy in research. The next, interview is the process of interaction with the
subject to obtain more in depth information. This research analyzed the data using
the techniques of data reduction, data display, and verification.

The result of this research reveals that the implemention of Merdeka
curriculum at MTs Al Qudsiyah Tuban runs according to government regulations.
First, English teachers teach based on the rules in the teaching modules to make
easier in learning process. Second, findings show that challenges faced by English
teachers were from the students sides, such as students lack interest in learning
English, lack of enthusiasm and focus in teaching. In addition to students side, the
teachers have a challenges lack of understanding in process of implementing
Merdeka curriculum and lack of cooperative work between the teachers. The last,
the challenge was caused by the facilities that not supported by technology and
English lesson time less effective. In so doing, the schools can promote programs
for developing teaching understanding and avoid challenges, such as attending
seminar on Merdeka curriculum and using media. Finally, this research suggest for
the next research to find new learning strategies. Because science is dynamic and
expanding, so it is necessary to develop learning strategy on periodically.
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