
TEACHERS’ EXPERIENCES IN IMPLEMENTING MERDEKA CURRICULUM 

AT MTS AL QUDSIYAH TUBAN: CHALLENGES AND STRATEGIES 

 

THESIS 

 
Presented to: 

State Islamic Institute (IAIN) of Kediri 

In Partial Fulfillment of the Requirement 

For the Degree of Sarjana (S1) in English Education Departement 
 

 

 
 

 

 

By: 

Asrorul Muayyadah 

20202026 

 

 

 

 
DEPARTEMENT OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE EDUCATION 

FACULTY OF TARBIYAH 

STATE ISLAMIC INSTITUTE (IAIN) OF KEDIRI 

2024 



i  

TEACHERS’ EXPERIENCES IN IMPLEMENTING MERDEKA 

CURRICULUM AT MTS AL QUDSIYAH TUBAN: CHALLENGES AND 

STRATEGIES 

 

 

 

 

 

 
THESIS 

Presented to: 

State Islamic Institute (IAIN) of Kediri 

In Partial Fulfillment of the Requirement 

For the Degree of Sarjana (S1) in English Education Departement 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By: 

Asrorul Muayyadah 

20202026 

 

 
 

DEPARTEMENT OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE EDUCATION 

FACULTY OF TARBIYAH 

STATE ISLAMIC INSTITUTE (IAIN) OF KEDIRI 

2024 



ii   



 

iii 

 

 

 



 

NG 

iv 

 

 

 

 



v 

 

 

 



vi 

 

 



 

vii 

 

 

MOTTO 

 

 

اوُسْعَهَا االَا اُنَفْسًاااِّلا يكَُل ِّفُااللّٰه  

“God doesn't burden a man beyond his power” 

(Al-Baqarah: 286) 



DEDICATION 

viii 

 

 

 

 

In the name of Alloh, the Beneficient and Merciful, this thesis is dedicated to: 

 
1. My beloved mother; Mrs. Nurhayati, a strong and patient woman, always pray 

and guides me in everything and to my beloved father; Mr. Muhammad, the 

energy of my life, my first love, my first supporter in all my way, who always 

work hard and give the best in my life. 

2. My sister; Ridail Ilmi, who always give me a attention and always pray for me. 

 

3. All of my family who always give me so many best advices everytime. 

 

4. Mr. Drs. Agus Edi Winarto, M.Pd. And Mrs. Dr. Dewi Nur Suci, S.S, M.Pd; 

who always guide me during the process of write this thesis. 

5. My parents in the Islamic Boarding Schools; Abah Kirom and Amma Munifah, 

who always guide in the right way. 

6. My best friends; especially Indana Rizqiya, Lailatul Nikmah, Athiya Fikrotun 

Nisa’, Uswatun Hasanah, then all members of Khodijah 8 PP Al Fath that I 

cannot mention one by one. I realize that I am not good people but thank you 

so much for still calling me a friend until now. 

7. My beloved friends; Adila Nur Fauziyah, Mila Nur Kamilah, Fifil Ulha 

Ahyana, and Mismaida Qoirun Nisa’ who always give me positive vibes, 

support me every time, listen to my story about anything. 

8. The last I want to thank you to my self; Asrorul Muayyadah, I know this process 

is so hard but you still strong and do a great job. 



ABSTRACT 

ix 

 

 

 

 

MUAYYADAH, ASRORUL. 2024. Teachers’ Experiences in Implementing 

Merdeka Curriculum at MTs. Al Qudsiyah Tuban: Challenges and 

Strategies. Thesis. Department of English Language Education. Faculty 

of Tarbiyah. IAIN Kediri. Advisors (1) Drs. Agus Edi Winarto, M.Pd. and 

(2) Dr. Dewi Nur Suci. S.S, M.Pd. 

Keywords: Curriculum Merdeka, Challenges, Strategies 

 
The Merdeka Curriculum is the curriculum that gave educators the freedom 

to create a quality teaching and learning process that suited the needs and 

environment of learners. Accodingly, the teachers still find problems to implement 

this curriculum into the teachers practice. However, this research aims to analyze 

the implementation of the Merdeka Curriculum, the challenges, and the strategies 

used in implementing the Merdeka curriculum at MTs Al Qudsiyah Tuban. 

This research used a qualitative research design, and the data was analyzed 

descriptively. This research involves two English teachers who taught in the seventh 

grade at MTs Al Qudsiyah Tuban. Observation and documentation use to collecting 

data with direct observation, the supported by the presence of document to increase 

accurancy in research. The next, interview is the process of interaction with the 

subject to obtain more in depth information. This research analyzed the data using 

the techniques of data reduction, data display, and verification. 

The result of this research reveals that the implemention of Merdeka 

curriculum at MTs Al Qudsiyah Tuban runs according to government regulations. 

First, English teachers teach based on the rules in the teaching modules to make 

easier in learning process. Second, findings show that challenges faced by English 

teachers were from the students sides, such as students lack interest in learning 

English, lack of enthusiasm and focus in teaching. In addition to students side, the 

teachers have a challenges lack of understanding in process of implementing 

Merdeka curriculum and lack of cooperative work between the teachers. The last, 

the challenge was caused by the facilities that not supported by technology and 

English lesson time less effective. In so doing, the schools can promote programs 

for developing teaching understanding and avoid challenges, such as attending 

seminar on Merdeka curriculum and using media. Finally, this research suggest for 

the next research to find new learning strategies. Because science is dynamic and 

expanding, so it is necessary to develop learning strategy on periodically. 
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