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ABSTRACT
Zakiyah, Balqits. 2023. An Analysis On The Students’ Difficulties in Reading
Comprehension in Descriptive Text at SMPN 1 Ngadiluwih. Thesis, Department
of English Language Education, Faculty of Tarbiyah State Islamic Institute
(IAIN) of Kediri. Advisor: (1) Bahruddin, S.S., M.Pd., (2) Ria Fakhrurriana,
S.Pd.l.,, M.Pd
Keywords: Students’ Difficulties, Reading Comprehension, Descriptive Text

Reading comprehension is the ability to read a text and process understanding
its meaning. The main goal of reading activities is to understand the reading content
of a text. Reading comprehension is an activity that involves understanding the
meaning of words, phrases, and paragraphs as well as the relationship among
concepts. Students' academic achievement is dependent on their reading abilities.
Many students had difficulty with their reading comprehension abilities. The purpose
of this study was to know the students' difficulties in reading comprehension
descriptive text.

This research uses Descriptive Qualitative method. The subject of this
research was class 8E students at SMPN 1 Ngadiluwih, consisting of 32 students. The
data was collected through a reading test in the form of multiple choices of twenty-
five questions. To analyze the data, the researcher used the formula for students’
mean scores and percentages of right and wrong answers. Then, interview to know
more the students’ difficulties in reading comprehension Descriptive Text.

The result of this test is that there are five students’ difficulties in reading
comprehension, namely difficulties in determining the main idea, detail information,
inference, reference, and vocabulary. The result showed that the most difficult aspect
was understanding vocabulary, with the highest percentage of 78%. These results
support the theory of Nuttal that the students often feel difficult in five aspects of
reading comprehension, such as determining the main idea, locating references,
understanding vocabulary, making inferences, and obtaining detailed information.
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