AN ANALYSIS OF SPEECH ACTS USED IN
USA PRESIDENT CANDIDATE DEBATE 2016

THESIS

Presented to
State College for Islamic Studies (STAIN) Kediri
In Partial Fulfillment of The Requirenments

For the Degree of Sarjana in English Language Education

By :
ARIF RAHMAT SETIAWAN
9322.096.13

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT
FACULTY OF EDUCATION
STATE COLLEGE FOR ISLAMIC STUDIES
(STAIN) KEDIRI
2017



ABSTRACT
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Education, State College for Islamic Studies (STAIN) Kediri. Advisors:
(1) Dr. Toyyibah, SS. M.Pd. (2) Erna Nurkholidah. M.Pd.
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Speech acts usually do not come alone. They may occur in ordered
sequences of speech acts accomplished by one speaker or by subsequent
speakers. Like a debate or speech they can not stand alone, they must had some
item to completely this component. Without complete component some
conversation can not be successfully. Speech Act Theory is concerned with
the ways in which language can be used. The original from speech acts theory
is fom Austin but was developed by Searle. So speech acts was analyze the used
from language. They concerned about what the uasge from language when some
speakers say something. If it had some specific meaning or not. In sort, a speech
act means the acts done in the process of speaking

In this research, the researcher wants to analyze US president candidate
based on speech acts theory. The researcher wants to know how they express their
feeling by using speech acts in debate candidate and what the function of speech
acts that used as. The data in this research are speech, words which are saying by
US president candidate which contain of speech acts. The instrument of this
research is the researcher himself. The researcher spends the time to take hear the
speech of US president candidate on youtube channel. The researcher also uses
some source to support analysis better. In addition, the researcher uses some book,
journal, and articles related the theory to support the analysis.

According to Austin theory, the researcher classified the data with three
types of speech acts. There are locutionary act, illocutionary act, and
perlocutionary act. After take the data by watching and trancribing the data from
video and script the researcher finds some data was include on USA presidential
debate. Researcher finds 69 data of speech act according Austin theory in this
debate. There are 21 locutionary act, 25 perlocutionary act, and 23 illocutionary
act. Perlocutionary is the most speech act types which used in this research.
Perlocutionary act very usefull used in debate, because perlocutionary act
normally have some effect to another speakers. Because this is debate, so the
using of perlocutionary acts is more than another types of speech act according
Austin theory.
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