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MOTTO 

“I have no special talents. I am only passionately 

curious” 

-Albert Einstein- 

And I always believe that 

  ⃗⃗  ⃗ AB =     ⃗⃗  ⃗BA 

“FOR EVERY ACTION, THERE IS AN 

EQUAL AND OPPOSITE REACTION” 

-NEWTON’S THIRD LAW- 
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ABSTRACT 

Saputri, Miftaqur Rochmah Ayu. 2020. The Contribution of Debate, Critical 

Thinking, and Self-confidence to Enhance Students‟ Speaking Skill. 

Department of English Language Education, Faculty of Education and 

Teacher Training, State Islamic Institute for Islamic Studies (IAIN) 

Kediri. Advisors: Fathor Rosyid, M.Pd. and Dr. Mukhammad Abdullah, 

M.Ag. 

 

Keywords: Debate, Critical Thinking, Self-Confidence, Speaking Skill, 

Contribution 

Considering the fact that critical thinking, self-confidence, including 

speaking are very fundamental skills and many education experts believe that 

debate is a method which improve various skills of students, this study aims at 

analyzing the direct and indirect contribution of debate, critical thinking, and self-

confidence to enhance students speaking skill. It is quantitative study with path 

analysis as research design.  67 out of 72 students who join English Debate 

competition at East-Java English Club (EJEC) 4 2020 become the sample of this 

study. Likert scale questionnaires are used by researcher to know students‟ 

perception critical thinking and self-confidence. Descrete or yes-no questionnaire 

is used by researcher to know students‟ peception on debate. Beside those 

questionnaires, speaking test using Students Oral Language Observation Matrix 

(SOLOM) is used by researcher to know the students‟ speaking ability. To 

calculate the data, the researcher uses AMOS 24 program. The findings reveal that 

there is significant direct contribution of debate to students‟ critical thinking, self-

confidence, and speaking skill (P value is *** indicates the significance). For 

indirect contribution, it shows that there is significant contribution of debate to 

speaking skill through critical thinking (Sobel test= 2.753 > 1.96) and there is 

significant contribution of debate to speaking skill through self-confidence (Sobel 

test= 2.385 > 1.96).   
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