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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

 

This chapter presents reviews of related literature used in this study. The 

review of related literature has a goal of providing previous studies and 

information concerned with the research problems, including overviews of the 

definition of character education, story book, literacy skills, young learner, and 

relevant studies. 

A. Character Education 

1. Definition of Character Education 

In Indonesian literature, many terms are used which means the 

same as the character, personality, morality, morals, nature, habits and 

temperament. Character is all the important things done by people 

(Arthur, 2003). Character refers to a much broader constellation of 

attitudes, behaviors, motivations, and skills. It is more than simply 

avoiding involvement in socially undersirable behaviors. Character based 

on Hurlock in Kesuma (2012) is someone‟s personality which is formed 

as the result of integration of understanding, the behaviour to the value 

and the daily attitude. 

Character implies a standard of moral which involved a value 

consideration. It is includes attitudes, such as the desire to do one‟s best 

and being concerned about the welfare of others; intellectual capacities 

such as critical thinking and moral reasoning; behaviors such as being 
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honest and responsible, and standing up for moral principles in the face 

of injustice; interpersonal and emotional skills that enable us to interact 

effectively with others in a variety of circumstances; and the commitment 

to contribute to one‟s community and society. Stated simply, character is 

the realization of one‟s positive develoment as a person intellectually, 

socially, emotionally, and ethnically. It is an important manifestation of 

the implementation of the educational process at every level of education. 

Education, as the defined in paragraph 1 of Law No. 20 Year 2003 on 

National Education System states “Education is a conscious and 

deliberate effort to create an atmosphere of learning and the learning 

process so that learners are actively developing th epotencial for him to 

have the spiritual strength of religious, self-control, personality, 

intelligence, noble character, and the skills needed himself, society, 

nation and the State” (Depdiknas, 2003). 

Building civilized state required qualified human resources. They 

are humans of being capable, skilled, sophisticated of science and 

technology as well as well-characterized. Therefore, in order to produce 

the qualified and characterized people, it requires the character education 

from an early age. Character education is a concept that is now being 

developed Indonesian education and become an important priority in 

development. According to Khan (2010), a character eduaction is the 

process of activities performed by all the power and conscious, planned 

efforts to steer students. Character education can also be defined as the 



14 

 

 

activities that lead to improved quality of education and the development 

of the mind harmony focusing on teaching, guiding, and nurturing every 

human family in order to have the intellectual competence, character, and 

interesting skills. Character education has basically the same essence and 

meaning with moral education that is both equally aims at establishing a 

private child to become a good human being that is rooted in the culture 

of the Indonesian nation and moral values which can be interpreted as 

religious values. In addition, Spellings (2007) argues that character is an 

inclusive term embracing all aspects of how schools, related social 

institutions and parents can support the positive character development of 

children. The term character includes the emotional, intellectual and 

moral qualities of a person or group as well as the demonstration of these 

qualities in pro social behavior. Further, Berkowitz (2014) asserts that 

character eduaction may focus on fostering specific character outcomes 

such as moral reasoning (typically through ethical dilemma discussion) 

or altruism (through service). 

Having a look at the definitions above, it shows that character 

eduaction is a national effort to foster ethical, responsible and having 

involved of the young generations by introducing, modeling and teaching 

good character through emphasis on universal values. Moreover, 

character education is not a “quick fix.” It needs long-term solutions 

leading to moral, ethical and behavior to our society and key to the 

schools safety. In other words, instilling character eduaction in children 
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cannot be obtained by the instant way, which means cooperation with 

various parties and community such as parents, family, neighborhood, 

teachers or educators and school environment is absolutely necessary. 

This is in line with the statement of the Character Education Partnership 

(CEP), the development of character is absolutely needed the cooperation 

between individuals and with the community. Character eduaction is 

intended as a long effort and cannot be underestimated, not only limited 

to the formation of good personal morals but the study covers abotu how 

a child can behave in accordance with the values of religious teachings 

and cultural values that exist in Indonesia. 

Reminding many values should be developed in character 

eduaction, it can classify character education into three main components 

(Megawangi, 2007), namely: 

1) Religiosity, consists of values a) kekhusu‟an relationship with God; 

b) the obligation to religion; c) goodwill and sincerity; d) good deed; 

and e) the retaliation for the good and bad deeds. 

2) Independence, consists of valuesa) self-esteem;b) discipline; c) the 

work ethic; d) a sense of responsibility;e) the courage and spirit; f) 

openness; and g)  restraint. 

3) Decency, consists of values a) love and affection; b) togetherness; c) 

solidarity; d) mutual help; e) tolerance; f) respect honor; g) egibility/ 

obligation; h) a sense of shame; i) honesty; and j) acknowledgements 

and apology (a sense of knowing oneself). 
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In addition, Megawangi in Elmubarok (2008) has compiled nine 

nobles character to be inherited later referred as “nine pillars of character 

education”, namely: a) love God and truth; b) responsibility, discipline, 

and independence; c) mandate; d) respect and courtesy; e) compassion, 

concern and cooperation; f) confident, creative and never give up; g) 

fairness and leadership; h) kind and humble; and i) tolerance and peace. 

In line with this, the researcher compiled nine nobles character in the 

development of story book. They are responsibility, discipline, honest, 

hard-work, simple, independence, brave, care, fair. 

In terms of teaching the values above, Lickona (2012) explains 

there are three important components in building character education, 

namely moral knowing (knowledge of morality), moral feeling (feelings 

of moral) and moral action (moral conduct). These three things can be 

referred implementable in the process and stages of character education. 

 

2. Character Education Values according to the Ministry of National 

Education 

There are 18 values in the educational development of the 

nation‟s culture and character designed by Kemendikbud Republic of 

Indonesia. Starting the school year 2011, the overall levels of eduaction 

in Indonesia have to insert the character education in the educational 

process. The 18th character values are: religious, honest, tolerance, 

discioline, hard work, creative, independent, democratic, curiosity, the 

spirit of nationalism, patriotism, recognize excellence, friendly or 
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communicative, love peace, love reading, caring environment, social care 

and responsibility (Ministry of National Education Curriculum Center, 

2010). The values of the character are described in the tables as follows: 

Table 2.1 

Character values according to the Ministry of National Education 

Curriculum Center 

No. Character Values Explanation 

1. Religious 

Attitudes and behavior that obey in doing the 

teachings of their religion, tolerant toward the 

implementation of the practice of other religions, 

and live in harmony with other faiths. 

2. Honest 

Behavior based on an attempt to make himself as a 

person who always trustworthy in word, action, and 

jobs. 

3. Tolerance 

Attitudes and actions that respect differences of 

religion, race, ethnicity, opinions, attitudes, and 

actions of others who are different form themsleves. 

4. Discipline 
Actions show orderly behavior and obey with 

various rules and regulations. 

5. Hard-work 

Behaviors indicate a really effort to overcome 

various barriers in learning and assignments, as 

well as complenting the task as well as possible. 

6. Creative 
Think and do something to generate new ways or 

the result of something that has been owned. 

7. Independence 
Attitudes and behavior that is not easy to depend on 

others to complete tasks. 

8. Democratic 

Ways of thinking, being attitude and acting which 

assesses the same right and obligations of himself 

and others. 

9. Curiosity 
Attitudes and actions which seek to know deeper 

and spread of something learned, seen, and heard. 

10. Nationality 

Ways of thinking, act, and having knowledge that 

puts the importance of the nation and country above 

self-importance and group. 

11. Patriotism 

Ways of thinking, being attitude, and acting that 

show loyalty, caring, and high appreciation toward 

language, physical environment, social, cultural, 

economic, and political nation. 

12. Appreciative 

Attitudes and actions that encourage him to produce 

something useful for society, and recognize and 

respect other people‟s success. 

13. Friendliness 
Actions show a sense of fun to talk, hang out, and 

work together with others. 
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14. Peaceful 
Attitudes, words, and actions that cause others to 

feel happy and safe on the presence of himself. 

15. Love reading 
Habits provide time to read a variety of literature 

that gives virtue for him. 

16. Environment concern 

Attitudes and actions which seek to prevent damage 

to the surrounding natural environment, and 

develop efforts to repair the environmental damage 

that has occured.  

17. Social concern 
Attitudes and actions have always wanted to help 

other people and communities in need. 

18. Responsibility 

Attitudes and behavior of people to do his duties, he 

should do, to himself, community, environment 

(natural, social and cultural), the country and God 

almighty one. 

 

3. The Aims of Character Education 

The mandate of the National Education Act of 2003 intended that 

education is not only establish Indonesia intelligent beings, but also 

personality or character, so that will be born generation of people who 

grow up with characters who breathe the noble values of the nation and 

religion (Hamid and Saebani, 2013). With that statement, it is understood 

that character education has a purpose: 

1) Forming students to think rational, mature, and responsible; 

2) Developing a mental attitude is commendable; 

3) Fostering social sensitivity protege; 

4) Mental construct optimistic live a life full of challenges; 

5) Forming emotional intelligence; 

6) Forming students with character loving, affectionate, patient, 

faithful, god-fearing, responsible, trustworthy, honest, fair, and 

independent; 
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4. Determinants of Character Education 

There are several factors to consider in determining the success of 

character education. Mutmainah (2013) describes some of the factors that 

influence the success or failure of character eduaction. These factors 

encompass the character education goal, educators, students, appliance 

learners and environment factors. 

1) Factors of Character Education Goal 

A business or educational processthat does not have a 

purpose is a useless action.Similarly, someone who will achieve a 

certain goal, then it must seek how that goaleffectively is reached. If 

educators do not possess clear objectives of character for children, 

the efforts made to be futile and useless. Thus, it can be said that this 

factor isan important factor in the education of character, because it 

affects the success or failure of character education. 

2) Educators Factors 

Parents and teachers are prominent educators for children. 

They are prominent roles which can contribute great influence to the 

development of children, especially in the form of exemplary 

character, encouragement and guidance of character education. 

Through the figure of educators, parents and teachers, the child will 

more easily getthe character values and the examples they see 

immediately. Further, these values willbe impressed and emulated by 

children. Hidayatullah (2010) emphasizes the corevalues that 
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characterize educators, including the mandate (commitment, 

competence, hard work and consistent), exemplary (simplicity, 

closeness and maximum service), intelligent (intellectual, emotional, 

and spiritual). The statement above can be interpreted that an 

educator, especially parents and teachers should instill character 

education in children. They not only transfer knowledge, but also 

instill character values as a provision for the child's future life. This 

is in line with Lumpkin (2008), which explains that the integrity and 

behavior of a teacher observed by the students and their teachers 

judge the character based on how they are taught and treated in the 

classroom. 

3) Protege or Students 

Children receive direct teachings and values of the characters 

from educators (parents and teachers). In this case, the child has the 

right to determine the way they would choose personality. In 

addition, their mental and character are not strong so it needs tobe 

nurtured to get a good character. 

4) Educational Tools 

Educational tools can be interpreted as the media, methods, 

materials, and tools needed to instill character in children. An 

educational tool could be the subject matter, stories, moral, 

exemplary, songs and others. The tool is very helpful and has a 

strong influence for children to get the values of character education. 
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5) Environmental Factor 

A child‟s life is closely connected to the environment. 

Moreover, the child cannot even be separated from the environment. 

Environment is a place where children socialize, gather, and play 

with the local community so as to provide a dominant influence for 

children, especially in their daily interaction. This environment 

includes family, schooland the surrounding community. Family 

environment is a major factor in a child's lifefor the majority of a 

child's life is spent with the family and the education they obtained 

from parents. Based on the descriptions above, it can be deduced that 

to instill the character education on children, the educators should 

consider the factors in which the successor the failure will give much 

influence. 

 

B. Story Book 

1. Definition of Story Book 

The media that the researcher will develope in this study is story 

book. Because, a media which will grasp students‟ interest for enhancing 

reading literacy by hearing stories while seeing the text and picture is 

story book. According to Hornby (2000), story book is a book of stories 

for children. Story books are books in which the pictures and the text are 

tightly intertwined. Neither the pictures nor the words are self-sufficient 

they need each other to tell the story (Mitchel, 2003). Puryanto (2008) 

defines story book as a story that contains educational themes; the plot 
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isstraight and not complicated; using settings that are around or in the 

child‟s world; contains about good characters and characterizations; the 

style of language is easyto understand but is able to develop children‟s 

language; and the perspective of right people, and imagination are still 

within reach of children. Meanwhile, Sarumpaet (2003) mentions that 

story book is a story written for children and talk about the child's life 

that affects children and the story can onlybe enjoyed by children with 

the help and guidance of adults. But, according to Lukens (2003) 

mentions that story book is story that tells about animals, humans, and 

their environment.  

From experts‟ opinion above, the writer concluded that story book 

is story that has themes, characters and moral values to educate; that it 

iseasily understood by children or young learners; it makes the 

imagination grow; it can tells about humans‟ life and the environment; 

and also the story can make the children interested for enjoying the story 

with the help and guidance of adults. 

 

2. The Importance of Story Book 

The benefit of reading story book for childrenis emphasizes the 

active involvement and engagement of both the child and adult in a 

shared interaction focusing on book‟s words, pictures, and the story 

(Ezell and Justice, 2005). While, according to Beck, McKeown and 

Kucan (2002) found that reading story book exposes children to 

vocabulary not used in everyday conversations and that children‟s 
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familiar with word and grammar permits them to discuss concepts better 

within decontextualized context. 

According to Jackie (2013) story book for young learners or 

children is important because : 

1) Sitting down with a book provides children with a time for quite and 

calmness in their busy lives. 

2) Story can stimulate imagination and play. 

3) Reading provides parents with more opportunities to bond with their 

children. 

4) The story book provides inspiration, thought and reflection. 

5) The story book help readers to develop an appreciation for art and 

writing. 

6) Reading a variety of story book exposes children to enhance a range 

of language features and vocabulary. 

7) Listening to stories assists in develop literacy skills and language 

development. 

8) Exposure to books contributes to understanding of print concept, 

such as left to right, top to bottom. 

9) The story fill a child‟s mind with knowledge. 

 

3. Types and Characteristics of Story Book 

Story book has various types and characteristics. McElmeel 

(2002), the types of story books are as follows : 
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1) Fiction 

Fiction books are books that tell about imaginary or 

something that does not exist. The thing about fiction though is that 

it can often be partially inspired by a real-life situation, but that is 

about as far as it can go. Some of the more popular kinds of fiction 

are fable, mystery, humor, and fantasy. 

2) Historical 

Historical books are books that base themselves on a fact or 

reality in the past. This book covers actual events, places, or 

characters that are part of history. 

3) Informational 

Informational books are those which explain known facts 

about specific topics. These texts must not only be accurate but they 

must also present the information so that it is easily understood and 

add theoretical provisions to a certain extent for young learners. 

Illustrations are often included to extend the concepts as described in 

the books.  

4) Biographies 

In the simplest of words, a biography is a detailed account of 

someone‟s life. These books are always based on the facts of a 

person‟s life, and there is absolutely nothing fictional about them. 
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5) Folklore 

Folklore is oral history that is preserved by the people of the 

culture, consisting of traditions belonging to a specific culture. 

6) Non-fiction 

The absolute opposite of fiction, Non-fiction books are more 

often based on facts or focus on actual events that occur from a 

situation or event. 

According to Sutherland (in Faizah, 2009) there are some 

characteristics of story book for young learners, such as:  

1) The story books are tends to concise and direct 

2) The story books are consists of serial concept 

3) Young learners can be understand the concept written 

4) Simple writing style 

5) There are illustrations that complete the text 

 

4. The Components of Story Book 

In the story book developed by researcher there are some main 

components, such as layout, pictureand typography. Those components 

have elements that must be considered in making, developing and using 

it as literacy media. 

1) Layout 

Layout is an element of graphic design that consists of all 

visual elements on a page. For layout design of children‟s story 

book, the most important elements are the organizational principles 
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of composition essentials such as: illustration, typesetting and the 

use of negative space in the composition. As much as it seems that 

the most important elements for a picture book are illustration and 

typography, the use of negative space constitutes a significant part of 

the composition. 

2) Picture 

Pictures are imitations of goods, animals, plants and so on. 

Silbert (1997) says that picture is kind of interesting visual aid which 

is able to give motivation and good impression for young learner, so 

that they can memorize the words related to the picture. According 

to Hamalik (1982), picture can make young learner sure about the 

things they deal with, so they really know the thing they see. 

Meanwhile, Sadiman (2012) mention that in making a good pictures 

must notice some requirements, as follows: 

a. Authentic, the picture must honestly describe the situation as 

people see the real thing. 

b. Simple, the composition of the picture should be quite clear, 

show the points of the picture. 

c. Relative size, the picture can enlarge or minimize the actual 

objects. If the picture is about an unknown object or never seen 

by young learners, they will difficult to imagine the size of the 

object. To avoid that, in the picture there should be something 

known to the young learners so that they easy to imagine. 
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d. A good pictures should contains of movement or action. The 

pictures do not show the objects in silence but show certain 

activities. 

3) Typography 

According to Indonesian National Education Standards Board 

(in Ain, 2011), there are four elements of text media feasibility 

(including the picture books), as follow: 

a. The components of content, includes the suitability of student‟s 

level and the material about character education. 

b. The components of language, includes the suitability of 

language use with the level of students development, the use of 

communicative language, the use of language meets the 

requirements and demands also the integration of thought lines. 

c. The component of presentment, includes of presentment 

techiques, learning presentment and complete information. 

d. The component of graphics, includes of book size, cover design 

and content design of book. 

 

5. Good Criteria of Story Book 

Parents and teachers must notice for the needs of good reading for 

young learner by guiding them to choose reading that are proper to their 

level of thought maturity and needs. We have to know that a good 

reading book is a reading book: (a) that give positive value to the reader; 
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(b) in simple delivered and easy to read; (c) writing style is not excessive; 

(d) use the correct grammatical (Christiantowati, 1994).  

The criteria of good story book, include: (a) the content and 

theme of the story gives moral values that related to daily activities; (b) a 

story book presents interesting pictures and colors also the little writing; 

(c) a story book able to develop imagination and creativity of children; 

(d) a story book give a moral message; and (e) delivery of stories are 

provokes the child‟s curiosity (Anggara, Waluyanto & Zacky, 2014). 

In line with the opinion above, Effendy, Bangsa, and Yudani 

(2013) said that the criteria for a good story book includes: (a) the visual 

display of the book is designed to use full color display; (b) the visual 

display of picture book more dominant than the text; (c) type of font on a 

story book has a good reading level for children; (d) the tittle of a story 

book represents the entire contents of story and attracts the children‟s 

reading interest; and (e) color display be able to give impress and easily 

perceived by the senses of children‟s sight. 

According to Rothlein and Meinbach (1991), there are several 

criteria in choosing story book, includes: (1) whether the picture support 

the text; (2) whether the picture is clear and easily distinguishable; (3) 

whether the illustrations clarify the background, series of stories, 

inspiration and character; (4) whether the child was able to identify the 

characters and action; (5) whether the style and accuracy language 

suitable for children; (6) whether the illustration to avoid cliches; (7) 
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whether the theme have utility; (8) whether there is an exact concept for 

children; (9) whether the variety of books have been reflect the diversity 

of cultures; and (10) whether the selected book reflect a different styles. 

Based on some opinions above, it can concluded that criteria of a 

good story book, namely (1) the title of book‟s cover represented the 

entire contents of the story and attract children to read more; (2) The 

color of book‟s cover will deliver the message; (3) the young learner 

easily to understand the content of story; (4) the content of a story book 

provides character building in daily activities; (5) a story book usinga 

simple language that is easy to understand; (6) a story book able to 

develop imagination and creativity of children; (7) the visual display of 

picture book more dominant than the text; (8) the style and precision of 

language suitable for children; (9) the design of page structure is well; 

(10) the procedure of layout/ systematic writing is not too narrow to 

make the children easy to read. 

 

6. Story Book as a Character Education Tools 

As the purpose of character eduaction israising children as 

insightful, caring, high-minded, righteous people and individuals who use 

their best capacityto do their best, and who understand the purpose of life 

(Lake, 2011). It also helpschildren to get to know and desire for the good 

and engaged in good actions eventually (Karatay, 2011). 

However,transferring of values to children and putting into practice in 

their lives is not as easy as it is expected, the use of various methods and 
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media is necessary. According to Richardshon (2006), there are some 

ways that can be used to convey the character education, namely through 

literature, history, Science and Mathematic. Through literature, it can use 

story books that are equipped with pictures.  

In particular, story books are indispensable guides that transport 

children to the real world by passing them from the mazes of an 

imaginary world. Using these books is extremely efficient and helpful in 

the transfer of core values such as tolerance, sharing, helping to children 

(Edgington, 2002). Aini (2010) states that the child‟s mind is a picture, in 

other words the the child‟s mind is the language of picture. According to 

Sadiman (2008), specifically the graphics function is to draw attention, 

clarify ideas, illustrate or decorate facts that will be quickly forgotten or 

ignored if not graphed. But, Obi (2010) also find that the children really 

liked the story related to them and about their daily activities. 

Based on the explanation above, it can be concluded that story 

book is an effective way to instill values for children‟s character 

building. By using the story book, children are easier to accept and 

understand the values of character education in the story books. 

 

7. Story Book for Young Learner 

In addition to the objectives already mentioned, one of the 

underlying reasons for carrying out this research project is to explore 

different approaches not only to enhance literacy skill but also to 

language teaching bearing in mind the learners‟ age and taking into 
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consideration what children are like and what children enjoy at different 

stages, particularly children of between 10 and 11 years of age (fifth 

grade). As Kuhl (2004) points out, young children detect and internalize 

the grammar rules of the language they are learning by being exposed to 

it. Learners first filter the input data and later they create their own output 

data and and, in this data-driven process, learners are able to extract and 

abstract information (meaning, pronunciation, and grammar) from the 

input data around them.  

By using stories, teachers can provide children with exposure to 

authentic uses of the foreign language they are learning, particularly in 

literacy activity. Since children enjoy the stories, even if they have to 

make an effort to cope with the language difficulties the stories may 

present, they are richly rewarded by the stimulation and fun that the 

literacy activity offers them. In addition, the interesting stories of story 

book create a relaxed, non-threatening environment in which children 

have the opportunity to use the foreign language. Stories offer 

multisensory experiences (visual, aural and oral, at least) in which 

children are given opportunities for holistic learning,through which many 

different learning styles can be catered to. As Mason & Krashen (2004) 

state, “It is our sense of enjoyment, excitement, and 

emotional involvement that is a necessary condition for learning, and 

usingliterature in the classroom can provide the content base for the 

magic.”  
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Young learners of a second language usually lack the social 

interaction which provides the basis for acquiring vocabulary in their first 

language. But by using stories in class, teachers can provide at least some 

“rich opportunities for learning vocabulary indirectly, or incidentally, 

while attending to something else (Cameron, 2001). As Cameron reminds 

us also “words encountered in stories are heard in linguistic and 

discourse ontexts, so that important grammatical and collocational 

information is available about those words. Moreover, the plot and 

characters of a story arelikely to form a thematic organisation for many 

of the words, thus assisting understanding in reading literacy.” 

Stories in general and story book in particular can be used with all 

kinds of students for language teaching, from children to adults 

and from beginners to advanced level students. They are ideal means for 

interacting with teachers or with other children and as we have 

mentioned above, they are considered to be an excellent tool to develop 

the four language skills (listening, speaking, reading and writing). 

Stories are an important source of vocabulary, intonation, 

grammatical structures and patterns in real context. Language in story 

booksis not referential like in textbooks but representational and 

characters instory books think, talk, cry or shout just like in real life. 

Stories help children develop not only language and other areas of the 

curriculum, but they also help develop children‟s positive attitudes. In 



33 

 

 

one word, using stories in literacy activity can provide opportunities for 

unconscious and indirect ways of effective language learning. 

 

C. Young Learners 

1. Definition of Young Learner 

Young learners are referring to a student from the first years of 

formal schooling (five or six years old) to eleven or twelve years of age 

(Scott and Ytreberg, 1990). They are relatively mature children with both 

adult childish features. According to Philips (1999) there are many 

factors that influence children‟s maturity, such as their culture, their 

environment (city or rural), their sex, the expectations of their peers and 

parents. In this study, the reseacher concentrates on young learners of ten 

years of age (students in fifth grade in elementary school). Meanwhile, 

Reilly and Ward (1997) define young learners as children who have not 

yet started compulsory schooling and have not yet started to read and can 

mean children up to the age of seven. 

Based on the consideration above, it can concluded that young 

learners are the children up to the age of six years old and who have not 

yet started compulsory schooling and also have not yet read. But, in our 

country (Indonesia) the children up to six years old mostly already started 

to school and have already read also. 
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2. The Characteristic of Young Learner 

Teaching a foreign language especially English to young learners 

is different with teaching a foreign language to adults or adolescents 

students. Scott and Ytreberg (1993) define some characteristics 

concerning with the characteristics of young learners: 

“Some characteristics of young learners are they know that the 

world is governed by rules; they use language skills before they 

aware ofthem, they are very logical, have short attention and 

concentrations, love to play and learn best when they are enjoying 

themselves,very enthusiastic and positive learning…they ask 

questions all the time, rely on the spoken word as well as the 

physical word to convey and understand meaning, they are able to 

work with others and learn from others…” (Scott and Ytreberg 

(1993)) 

 

So, the characteristics of young learners as learners based on the 

consideration above are that they love to play and learn best when they 

are enjoying themselves, they either pretend to understand, or they 

understand in their own terms and do what they think you want them to 

do, they also have a very short attention and concentration span. But, 

actually as we know that children as alearners have a high imagination 

about what they thought, they saw and they heard. And also they can tell 

you what they have done or heard or what they are doing. According to 

Nurhayati (2011), the characteristics of development age of young 

learner (fifth grade) in elementary school, include: (1) able to classify the 

numbers although it should use the object or concrete objects as tools; (2) 

start to store the knowledge or the result of observation in memory; and 
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(3) begin to use the rules of logic (logical thinking) although it is limit to 

concrete the objects. 

The age of 7-11 years include d in the concrete operational stage 

(Nurgiyanto, 2005). At this stage the young learners be able to 

understand the logic stably. Characteristics of young learners at this 

stage, include (1) able to make a simple classification, classify objects 

based on the general properties, such as color classification, the 

classification of certain characters, (2) able to sort properly, sort an 

alphabetically, numbers, etc., (3) able to develop their imagination to the 

past and future, create a mindset that egocentric becomes easier to find 

something with a different viewpoint, (4) able to think argumentative and 

solve simple problems, there is a tendency get ideas as do those of adults, 

but have not been able to think about something abstract because of the 

way they thinking still limited to concrete situation. 

Based on the concepts presented above, it can be concluded that 

the characteristics of young learners includes (1) have concrete interest in 

practical everyday life, (2) very imaginative, curious and eager to learn, 

and (3) have a storng memory of experience and observation. Fifth grade 

students in elementary school become target objects for the children‟s  

story book reader to instill character education. 

 

D. Relevant Studies 

There are some relevant studies with the idea of developing a story 

book based on character education for young learners, as following are: 
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A study in PGSD from Sanata Dharma University written by Nugroho 

(2016) entitled Pengembangan Buku Cerita untuk Menanamkan Karakter 

Mandiri dan Peduli Lingkungan Siswa SD Kelas Rendah.  This study aims to 

know the illustrated of story books that suit the needs of students and 

teachers, assessment of illustrated story books from teacher and expert, and a 

prototype of story book that has been revised based on teacher and expert 

judgment. The subject of this study is an environmental conservation-based 

picture story book for elementary students. The result show that students and 

teachers need picture story book; the picture story book that students expect is 

story book with interesting content and according to student needs; and tell 

about their daily life. 

A study done by Khafidoh (2011) from English Department of the 

Yogyakarta State University entitled Developing Pop Up Media for Teaching 

English Reading to the 3rd Grade Elementary School Students. The result 

shows that the students liked the Pop Up book because it is well-designed and 

the contents are easy to understand. Additionally, the Pop Up book includes 

various pictures to explain the material. So, it can be motivate the student in 

reading interest. 

A study written by Astuti, Kismini, and Prasetyo (2014) in Faculty of 

Social Sciences from the Semarang State University entitled The 

Socialization Model of National Character Education for Students in 

Elementary School Through Comic. This study aims to understand the 

process of socialization of character education in elementary school, to find 
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the effective way of socialization models of national character education for 

students in elementary school through comics, and to determine the impact of 

socialization models of national character education for students in 

elementary school through the comic for the character building of students. 

This research was conducted using qualitative methods (Research & 

Development). The results show that the socialization of the nation‟s 

character education in primary schools is done in several ways; integrated 

with in the curriculum through the school management, and through 

extracurricular programs. Those ways do not seem to produce maximum 

results. Socialization model of the national character of education in the 

elementary schools through the comic is more effective to apply, because 

students are more interested in the visualization of interesting and familiar 

images. 

Based on relevant study, it can concluded that all of study above have 

similarity. That is using qualitative methods (Research & Development) to 

produce a product or learning media based on each school need of researcher 

and subject of development, that is english story book. 

Some relevant studies above also have differences with this study, 

these are subject, classes, school domain, and form of media development. In 

above studies, each researcher develops product namely Pop Up book, comic 

and picture story book. This research produces one product namely story 

book. Story book that developed by researcher uses english language and 
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character education-based. Thus, relevant studies are being reference of 

researcher to develop story book that suitable to enhance literacy skill. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


